__ EDMONTON'S 100% INDEPENDENT NEWS & ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY rE 9-1 9 


VU 


2 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 


RECEIVED 


Aik von 


200 8 SATURN ASTRA 2004 JEEP LIBERTY LTD. 


sod rs £13,995 516.995 


BEST. eras PANYWHERE WITH 
STOVER 1500UNITS IN|STOCK:!! 


TET pe ow NED VEHICLE HOTLINE pug 


~__ CHRYSUERTCOMPEIEUIEAL 


66th STREET AND WHITEMUD DRIVE \ 1-877-204-7907 


TUTSWERIIY | APR9- APR 15/2009 


Youll be glued 
to the TV 


With all digital TELUS TV’ you get: 
TELUS TV to a 


@ Superb picture and sound quality te bundle from only | 


@ Over 200 channels to chodse from 
@ The flexibility to build the package that’s right for you o 
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the future is friendly 


Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/gettv or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 
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ON THE COVER 


SPRING STYLE 24 


Vue takes its annual look at the hottest fashions for spring. 
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Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 
Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 


Monday ~ Friday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
Saving appointment 
today! 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
So sae eben at weg 


Big Rock Chucsdays 
Teoditional, Grasshopper and MeNally’s Irish Ale pints 3.75. 
035 spin on three levels. 
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2009 Mustang V6 coupe 
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After delivery allowance of $5,000 is deducted. 
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Cold calculation 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com " 
n the grand scheme of a wholly unremarkable $36 billion dollar budget, the 
Jere meagre sum of about $700 000 hardly seems like a nit worth 
picking, but the decision by the province to end coverage for new gender 
reassignment surgeries—more commonly known as sex-change operations— 
just seems so mean-spirited that it deserves comment. 

On one level, the mave seems like a simple case of cold calculation: staring 
down at the barrel of a multi-year, multi-billion dollar deficit—and still needing to 
find $215 million to cut this fiscal year and $2 billion to cut in the next—there was 
no doubt a whole lot of stone-turning going on in government buildings. From a 
political standpoint, cutting a tiny program that 99.99 per cent of Albertans will 
never use, which only directly benefits a handful of members of the transgender 
community—not exactly one of the Tories’ key constituencies—and is for a proce- 
dure that most Albertans either don’t understand or are openly hostile about, 
makes good political sense. 

On the other hand, when considering the lives of Albertans who will be impacted by 
the decision, it seems less like cold calculation and more simply cold. Until now the 
province has covered up to 16 gender reassignment surgeries annually, surgeries which 
cost tens of thousands of dollars (male-to-female surgeries costing in the range of 
$16 000 - $20 000, and fernale-to-male surgeries costing roughly twice that for “bottom 
surgery” and additional amounts for related mastectomy and hysterectomy). When those 
costs are “Socialized” it's a drop in the bucket (actually, a very small percentage of a drop), 
but when the cost is bome by individuals, it becomes a much more daunting sum. 

It's impossible for me as a straight male to imagine the emotional tumult, 
discrimination and violence faced by individuals who don’t fit into society's tidy 
conceptions of sex and gender, but it's not hard to see that adding a major 
financial barrier to a recognized necessary medical procedure that is already 
rife with hurdles has the very real potential to literally destroy people's lives. 

The move says a lot about the government, and their willingness to save a few 
bucks at the expense of one of the most marginalized groups in Alberta. It’s an 
ugly way to make a budget and a sad way to run a province. v, 
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= LETTERS 


HIV ADS ARE ABOUT PREVENTION 


In response to the letter regarding HIV 
Edmonton's ad campaign ("Ads leave a 
lot to be desired,” Letters, Mar 26 - Apr 
1, 2009), yes, women are also vulnerable 
to contracting HIV, the virus that leads to 
AIDS. In fact, in 2007, 30.2 per cent of 
newly diagnosed HIV cases in Alberta 
were females. HIV Edmonton is a mem- 
ber of the national Blueprint for Action 
on Women and AIDS, we have also con- 
tributed greatly to the public message 
that HIV is not a “gay disease.” This year 
we reached over 1000 youth, 50 service 
providers, as well as aboriginal, immi- 
grant and women’s community groups 
through our HIV education programs. We 
do this because we understand that most 
people have been affected by HIV in 
some way, and all people are at risk— 
straight and gay alike. 

It is true, however, that different popu- 
lation groups experience different vulnera- 
bilities to HIV infection. In 2003, 
representatives from AIDS service organi- 
zations from across Canada came together 
to address the fact that men who have sex 
with men (MSM) continue to account for 
the greatest number of prevalent and inci- 
dent HIV infections in Canada—45 per 
cent of new cases in Canada in 2005. Sim- 
ilarly in Alberta, MSM accounted for 44.6 


VUEPOINT 


Yes, Yes, you're very 
Scary. Now excuse me 


YB and Flush the 
> American 


per cent of newly reported-cases in 2007. 
In an effort to counter this figure, HIV 
Edmonton participated in two national 
campaigns: “Assumptions—How do you 
know what you know?” (2004) and “Gay 
Men Play Safe” (2005). 

The current campaign, “What it Takes” 
is not to promote, in the letter-writer's 
words, “a hedonistic party that promotes 
a gay lifestyle” or a “really good gay 
romp.” This campaign is based on 
research findings and community focus 
groups, who intended the campaign to be 
resolutely playful, sexy and provocative. 
The what-it-takes.org website tells us that 
HIV prevention isn’t just about having a 
condom and lubrication handy. Having 
“what it takes” is also a question that 
affects every one of us in our ability to 
achieve self respect, to make the right 
choices, to stay alert and, above all, to 
stay the course with regards to the bound- 
aries that we set for ourselves to avoid or 
reduce the risks associated with HIV and 
other sexually transmitted infections. 

In closing, all are invited to support 
and learn about our work by attending 
the annual general meeting on June 24, 
2009 at HIV Edmonton's office, #300 
11456 Jasper Ave. 

LYNN SUTANKAYO, ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
HIV EDMONTON 


HEALTH CANADA = THE MAN" 


Having just heard constitutional lawyer 
and regulations expert Shawn Buckley, | 
want to congratulate Connie Howard on 
her insights in a recent column (“In the 


name of safety,” Mar 19 - Mar 25, 2009) 

In the name of safety (laugh out loud), 
they want to give green-behind-the-ears, 
fresh-out-of-university, inexperienced, 
“enforcement officers” the power to come 
onto my property and confiscate practically 
any “consumer product” they want. 

But there's another thing that really 
bothers me, and that’s the abuse of 
power of people who are hired by 
Health Canada. Truehope, which created 
a nutritional supplement, Empower Plus, 
for people with bi-polar disorder, help- 
ing so many people return to normal, 
productive lives warned Health Canada 
that if certain sufferers. couldn't get 
Empower Plus they would commit sui- 
cide. Health Canada knew this and still 
prevented Empower Plus from coming 
across the border. When people did die, 
Health Canada reps testified something 
like, “Yes, we had heard that, but it isn’t 
following our policy, so stopped it any- 
how." | ask myself: how can they justify 
their jobs? How can they sleep at night? 
And how can we, the people, allow this 
flagrant misuse of power? 

J HANCOCK 
NARAMATA, BC 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail ue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference !s 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


rince will be back in the 
the first time in 16 
| as Finance Minister Iris 
the provincial budget 
2009-10, projecting a 
—" the largest in the 


ig cent in 2009, the 
the’government of 
we apen more than it takes 
in ach of the next three years, 
with provincial economy not 
sd to recover until 2012, when 
the government expects to move back 
into the black by $110 million, fol- 
lowed by a projected surplus of $2.2 
billion the following year. Deficits are 
estimated at $2.4 billion for 2010-11 
and $1.75 billion the following year. 

Government spending for the 
2009-10 year will come in at $36.4 
billion, a drop of $678 million com- 
pared to 2008-09. 

Here's a quick—and admittedly 


incomplete—snapshot of some of the 
highlights and lowlights of Budget 


2009: Building on Our Strength. 
LIVE BY THE OIL, DIE BY THE OIL 


Revenues are budgeted to drop by 11 ~ 


per cent in the coming fiscal year, from 
$35.6 billion in 2008-09 to $31.7 billion, 
and down from the pre-global melt- 
down high of $38 billion in 2007-08. 


= BUDGET 


Most of the decline is due to a stag- 

gering drop in revenue coming from 

non-renewable resources, which is fore- 
cast to fall in the coming year by 52 per 
cent, or $6.4 billion, to $5.9 billion, 
before recovering slightly over the next 
two fiscal years. Almost $2.5 billion of 
that amount is from a drop in natural 
gas revenues, while more than $2 bil- 
lion is in lower revenue from synthetic 
crude oil and bitumen from the oil 
sands. This is due in part to changes 
the govemment made to the new roy- 
alty framework which came into effect 
at the beginning of the year, including 
changes announced in March which 
the government estimates will cost it 
$1.5 billion over two years. 

Income tax revenue will drop by $1.4 
billion, while the elimination of health 
care premiums will cost an additional 
$1 billion in the coming year. 


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LEDGER 
Operating expenses for the year will 
increase by 3.7 per cent to $31.2 billion, 
which Evans says is roughly equivalent 
to the rate of population growth plus 
inflation, essentially meaning no new 
real program spending. 

Spending on capital projects 
under the 2009-12 Capital Plan will 


back in the red 


L ‘ojects $4.7 billion deficit in 2009-10 


total $23.2 billion over the three 
years, including $7.2 billion in the 
coming year, down from forecast 
capital plan expenditures of $7.9 
billion in 2008-09. Municipal infta- 
structure support was cut by $137 
million to $1.5 billion in this fiscal 
year, with a total of $5.6 billion 
allocated for municipal infrastruc- 
ture from 2009-12. 


IRIS FOUGHT THE LAW, AND SHE WON 


Because deficits in the province were 
made illegal during the Klein years, 
Finance Minister Iris Evans also 
tabled amendments to the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act to allow the govern- 
ment to run deficits, provided they are 
offset by transfers from the new $17- 
billion Sustainability Fund, and to bor- 
row for capital projects, which the 
government intends to do to the tune 
of $1.1 billion in each of the next 
three years. 


PENNY WISE, BUT REALLY PETTY 

In the interest of saving an estimated 
$700 000—or 0.0019 per cent of total 
spending—the province has cut fund 

ing for gender reassignment surgery 
(GRS) for new patients, leaving indi- 
viduals to pay for their own transition 
surgeries. Male-to-female surgeries 
cost up to $20 000, while female-to- 
male surgeries can cost more than 
twice that amount. 


BURY THIS 


AS expected, the province is moving 
ahead with its plans to provide fund- 

ing to companies to help them devel- 
Op carbon capture and storage 
initiatives for greenhouse gas emis- 
sions, which critics say is an 
unproven and costly technology. The 
budget commits $100 million in the 
coming fiscal year and $800 million 
over three years as part of its 
announced $2 billion commitment 
over 12 years to develop CCS, which 
the government is counting on for 70 
per cent of its emissions cuts to 2050. 


AND YOU THOUGHT THE GREENPEACE 
MONEY HUNT WAS FUN . 


In order to make it all mi the gov- 
ernment will need to find ways to 
Save $215 million in the coming fiscal 
year through “value reviews,” and 
must “take corrective actions” to the 
tune of $2 billion in 2010-11 to keep 
the deficit to the projected $2.4 billion 
while avoiding either additional serv- 
ice cuts or tax increases 


THE HIGH PRICE OF SIN 


Drinkers and smokers will take a hit 
in the coming year, with taxes on cig- 
arettes jumping immediately by $3 a 
carton and taxes on alcohol going up 
by $1.30 for a case of suds, 75 cents 
for wine and $2.89 for a bottle of the 
hard stuff. 


ASSORTED UPS AND DOWNS 


Starting this summer the province will 
cut funding for chiropractic care, sav- 
ing an estimated $53 million annually 
Monthly benefits under the Assured 
Income for the Severely Handicapped 
(AISH) program will increase by $100 
to $1188, while benefits under the 
Alberta Seniors Benefit program will 
increase $40 for individuals and $60 
for couples. Education property taxes 
will increase, by amount varying 
depending on the community. Lottery 
revenues will no longer be distributed 
to non-profits through the Wild Rose 
Foundation; the task will now fall 
under the Ministry of Culture and 
Community Spirit. v 


Economic crisis hits Liberals 


Staff, office on the block as party struggles with debt 


JAN BUTERMAN / buterman@vueweekly.com 
ayoffs and closures have 
become common events in the 

cepening recession of recent 
months, and the province's official 

Opposition may be the latest casualty 

as it faces the imminent layoff of its 

remaining staff and an office down- 


‘sizing due to its own financial crisis. 


The party has given layoff notices 
for the end of April to two administra- 
tive staff, and has issued an appeal for 
donations from supporters, saying “the 
need is great” for additional funds to 
deal with its $400 000 debt and ensure 


EIPROVINCE 


that they've done. We're trying to man- 
age our debt as responsibly as possible 
and this, unfortunately, it’s heartbreak- 
ing for us. Those staff people have 
given us many, many years of very 
strong service and I hope our fundrais- 
ing will increase enough so we can get 
them back, but in the meantime we’ve 
had to make the tough choices.” 

Alberta Liberal Party president 
Grant Dunlop, however, said he 
couldn't elaborate further on the 
layoffs. 

*There are reports in the media that 
we laid them off,” Dunlop said, “but ! 
can't tell you whether those reports 
are true or not because that is confi- 
dential employer-employee informa- 


tion. I can tell you that we are 


) _ considering all our options in terms of 
reducing n bg 


our expenditures. 

Dunlop acknowledged the party is 

working through a large debt and 

faces significant financial chal- 

lenges, a situation made worse by 
the current recession. © 


“We've basically come through 
2008, which was a really tough year 
with losing the election and having a 
leadership contest, and we still have 
less debt than we had a year ago,” he 
said. “I'm really happy about that. The 
cashflow is the problem.” 

Dunlop did confirm the party would 
not be renewing its existing lease at 
its building on 124 Street, saying it is 
seeking more affordable office space 
elsewhere in the city. 


OR KEITH BROWNSEY, a political sci- 


ence professor at Mount Royal Col- 
lege in Calgary, said the financial 
woes of the second-largest party in 
Alberta is another piece in a troubling 
picture for democracy in Alberta. 
“Democracy in this province has 
been on hold for some years, there's 
no question of that,” Brownsey said. 
“We've had diminished opposition. 
We simply don’t have enough oppo- 
sition members now in our West- 
minster Parliamentary [system] to 
have effective opposition to the gov- 
ernment. There are just not enough 
people there on the opposition 
bench. And, of course, the govern- 


ment being the government uses 
that to its advantage. Who would- 
n't? It’s logical.” 

Brownsey emphasized that Liberal 
cashflow problems won't affect the 
average Albertan’s ability to access 
government branches or their MLAs, 
but said it does make it difficult for 
the party. to do the things it needs to 
do between elections if it expects to 
succeed, or perhaps even survive 

“It’s naive to think that an election is 
Tun on the 30-day period of an election 
itself. The next election started [last 
year] on March the 4th, 2008—the day 
after—and unless you understand that, 
you're never going to be very good at 
politics,” Brownsey said. “Back in ‘71, 
Peter Lougheed had spent the previous 
six years organizing and raising 
money, attending every rubber chicken 
dinner in every church basement he 
could possibly attend. It was remark- 
able. It took years.” 

Brownsey also questioned the idea 
that if financial woes force the Liber- 
als from the political equation that 
another party will be able to quickly 
take their place. 

“A lot of people believe, “Well anew 
party would just sweep to power. ‘It’s 
nonsense. What do'they base that on? 


” Where's their money? Where are their 


candidates? Where's the high profile 
support? There's nothing there.” 

Brownsey said the party—any party, 
for that matter—has a lot of work to 
do to succeed. 
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“As we know from some research, 
they need to make sure the public 
understands what the party’s all 
about. You need to have candidates 
out in a riding. You need to have them 
working for their nominations and for 
the election, and it just can’t happen 
in 30 days,” he said. “You need to 
clearly communicate the policies of 
the party and they can’t be a 17-page 
document that’s mailed out two 
weeks into an election campaign. No 
one reads that, they put it at the bot- 
tom of the birdcage.” 

Jim Wachowich, the federal Liberal 
candidate who placed second in the 
Edmonton Centre riding in the last 
election, however, remains upbeat 
about the party, saying he believes 
that the situation for the provincial 
party is a challenge, but not a crisis. 

“Democracy is a funny, funny beast. 
It will flourish in the most surprising of 
circumstances,” he said. “The fact that 
you see a party, the Alberta Liberal 
Party, challenged is going to drive its 
constituent parts—the people within 
it—to some of their best work. These 
will endure. The people who support it 
will survive. They will come back to 
support the party. 

“| think the challenge right now is 
in part complicated by the current 
economic climate, the uncertainty 
that we hear about. You don’t have to 
go too far to find multiple negative 
views about the future of the eco- 
nomic climate.” v 
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| A rosary in one hand, a spoon in the other, each nun recites a 
Hail Mary per mouthful, and lingers, eyes shut, in an ecstatic 
| flush before tasting the next bite and fingering the next bead. 
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Stories should be no longer than 3,000 words, and not previously 
published. Include a separate cover letter with story title and authors 
name. Author's name must not appear on the story itself. The entry 
fee of $30 includes a year’s subscription to Alberta Views. Deadling 
for submissions is June 30, 2009. 


The winner will be published in our December 2009 issue and 

will receive a prize of $1,000. The contest is open to all residents of 
Alberta except employees of Alberta Views. Include a SASE if youd 
like your manuscript returned. Please don't send originals. 


Mail your submission to: 

Alberta Views Short Story Contest 
Suite 208 - 320 23rd Avenue SW 
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in the subject line. The attached entry must be in .txt or .doc format. 
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Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations 


What's the deal with Bill 19? 


Land Assembly Project Area Act takes 
the public interest out of expropriation rights 


RICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

| must admit that | started researching 
this column from a place of ambiva- 
lence—which is unusual for me when 
dealing with a piece of legislation put 
forth by the government of Alberta. Bill 
19, the Land Assembly Project Area Act, 
was ostensibly written to streamline the 
process the Alberta government must 
follow in order to amass a tract of land 
for the purpose of large-scale public 
projects such as ring roads, rail lines and 
utility corridors. These types of projects 
are usually built on private land, which 
the government must either specially 
designate or expropriate in order for the 
project to go ahead. 

It only makes sense that there must be 
a clear and consistent set of laws and 
regulations outlining how this gets done, 
along with the rights and recourse 
landowners and other impacted parties 
have to challenge the process. Last year's 
scandal involving the now-defunct Energy 
and Utilities Board (EUB) hiring private 
investigators to spy on opponents of the 
massive AltaLink power line project high- 
lights this need. 

My initial ambivalence was reinforced 
by the belief that in a democracy private 
property should take a back seat to the 
public interest. If your land is being used 
in a way that damages the public inter 
est, or if your land is needed to mount an 
important project that will benefit the 
public interest, then that land should 
rightfully revert to the government—in 
most cases with fair compensation, but 
not always. The Canadian Constitution, 
for this reason, does not explicitly recog- 
nize private property rights, and as such 
all Canadian jurisdictions currently have 
the authority to expropriate private prop- 
erty with or without compensation. 

As | dove into the bill to determine 
exactly what all the hullabaloo was 
about, however, my ambivalence quickly 
turned first to suspicion then moved on 
to concern. The bill has already under- 
gone a significant set of amendments by 
the government in response to the initial 
outcry, most of it coming from rural 
landowners, but there is still ample rea- 
son for concern. 


The first thing that struck me is that 
the words “public interest” do not appear 
anywhere in the bill. Both the existing 
Expropriations Act and the original man- 
date of the EUB explicitly required that 
projects be weighed against the public 
interest. Bill 19, however, has no such 
requirement. Instead, Bill 19 simply 
requires that the government designate 
something as a “public project” before 
the act comes into play. What constitutes 
a public project? Well, according to sec- 
tion 2(d) of the bill, pretty much anything 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
decides is a public project. 

Quite simply this means that despite 
government claims to the contrary the 
provisions of Bill 19 would apply equally 
to projects such as ring roads, electricity 
corridors, pipelines, tar sands opera- 
tions and even nuclear power plants, 
whether or not they are necessary or in 
the public interest. ! 

So what are the key provisions of Bill 
19? One of the main ones is that 
although the act makes reference to 
notice and consultation processes for 
landowners, those processes are not 
enshrined in the act itself. Instead, they 
will be provided by regulations which, 
as we know all too well in Alberta, can 
be developed in cabinet with no debate 
or oversight in the legislature. 

The other key element of the bill is 
that, once something has been designat- 
ed a project area for the purposes of the 
bill, the government can do absolutely 
anything it wants on that designated 
land—the “notwithstanding” clause is 
section 3(1) ensures that no other legisla- 
tion or regulation applies to it. Nuclear 
waste disposal, toxic dumps or CO> stor- 
age, would all be fair game on such proj- 
ect areas, without the government having 
to deal with those pesky environmental 
protection laws. 

Bill 19 also seems to go out of its way 
to place an inordinate amount of power 
and responsibility for its administration 
and interpretation in the hands of the 
minister. Perhaps the clearest example of 
this is that all that is required for the 
issuance of an enforcement order under 
the act is “the opinion of the Minister” 


that a contravention has taken place. Al! 
the minister has to do is present the 
enforcement to the court, and it will be 
automatically treated as a judgment by 
the court of guilt. 

Yes, those enforcement orders are 
appealable, but the main concern is the 
assumption of guilt by the court, which 
goes against our legal tradition of inno- 
cent until proven guilty. Ultimately, if in 
the opinion of the minister you have 
committed an offence under the act, 
then the court will find you guilty and it 
is up to you to pay for and file an appeal 
to prove otherwise. 


THE OUTCRY against Bill 19 has thus far 
come almost exclusively from rural land- 
owners, and they clearly have reason to 
be concerned. Instead of streamlining 
the processes now in place, the current 
bill actually places some potentially 
frightening restrictions on their right to 
be heard and their legal recourse in 
cases where the government decides to 
use their land for projects. 

What is surprising is that there has not 
been a larger outcry about the bill from 
the environmental and activist communi- 
ties. Bill 19 poses serious threats in terms 
of environmental practises on deemed 
project areas, and it places serious limits 
on the ability of citizens at large to chal- 
lenge and oppose large-scale projects 
that are not in the public interest. 

Ultimately, despite how it has been 
presented, Bill 19 is not about private 
property and ring roads, but is rather 
about limiting and controlling democracy 
and public opposition to the. government's 
pet projects, and about centralizing 

“power for determining projects in the 
office of the minister. It is one more 
mechanism for the provincial government 
to continue divesting itself of responsibil- 
ity for the public interest in favour of pri- 
vate corporate interests. We should all be 
alarmed -and mobilizing against the pas- 
sage of this bill. w 


Ricardo Acuna is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 
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One Edmontonian’s view from the G20 protest in London 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
were all waiting there for 
something. They were wait- 
; ing there for change, and 
we were waiting to take pictures of 
them mun amuck. But only one group 
of us would leave the G20 protest in 
front of the Bank of England getting 
what we wanted. 

Is the start of the day and the crowd 
is building up outside the Bank of Eng- 
land, but for now there’s more of us— 
members of the press—than protesters. 
But an hour later, a colourful crowd 
tums the comer on Princess Street, and 
some of the thousands of police that 
cost the UK government nearly £20 
million in total are ready and waiting 
with their batons and bobby hats. 

"Bankers, wankers! Bankers, 
wankers!” The richness of the city has 
begun to be transformed into the reali- 
ty of 5000 of those who lost their jobs 
and homes at the hands of the credit 
crunch in London, while plastic smiles 
and handshakes are getting exchanged 
by world leaders in the typically less- 
affluent East London. The crowd 
chants its catchy slogans and it’s a 
wonder why the police don’t begin to 
tap their toes to the beat. But they are 
starting to deal with a bigger problem. 

it’s not long before the mob 
becomes more powerful than “the 
* man.” The cops, who are part of the 
UK's priciest security operation to 
date, are pushed out over the barriers 
put im place to contain the crowd. 
Protesters—some of who don’t seem 
to know why they're there other than 
for the party—push and shove and try 
to make their point as they throw pink 
powder into the crowd. 

“Down with capitalism! Abolish 
money!” They inch forward through 
the push and pull of the shoulder-to- 
shoulder crowd. They work their way 
from what they consider the evil Bank 
of England towards the greater evil of 
the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS). 

The dressed-down, incognito 
bankers—told in advance by the 
authorities to dress casually to avoid 
attention from protesters—nervously 
peer down from their windows on the 
fifth floor, high above the organized 
chaos that is taking place below. And 
the protesters charge forward ... 


FULL CANS OF BEER fly through the 
crowd to the front of RBS, a bank that 
went belly-up and is getting the 


Bankers, wankers!’ 


EN 


= /G20 PROTESTS 


biggest handout from the UK govern- 
ment bankers’ bail out. 

Now over 70 per cent government- 
owned, RBS spells out GREED to 
these frustrated protesters. Fed up 
with country's worsening recession, 
they stare and shout at what they see 
as the face of the credit crunch and its 
widespread impacts in the UK. 

SMASH!!! The shatter of glass 
echoes throughout the crowd as anar- 
chists, faces carefully covered by ban- 
dannas and T-shirts, smash the 
ground floor windows of the RBS 
headquarters. 

The police inch away, and it’s time 
for a change of uniform. They put 
down their bobby hats and uncross 
their arms. When the come back it’s 
with riot shields and helmets. 

Proud protesters cheer, and some 
help themselves to more destruction. 
One crumples up a free daily newspa- 
per, lights it up with his cigarette, and 
throws it into a smashed window. The 
RBS begins to smoke, but it’s not long 
before the police put the fire out, then 
charge forward, this time on horseback. 

Little do the protesters know that 
less than a week later the joke would 
be on those who work at RBS, when 


the bank announces 9000 jobs cuts— 
half of them in the UK. But the layoffs 
won't solve the credit crunch prob- 
lem, it’s just more proof of the failure 
of the system, likely making for more 
protesters the next time around. 

Forcefully pushed back, the police 
block off the streets at every exit and 
begin to swing their batons and use 
their shields and wedge the crowd into 
the “kettle’—herding protesters into a 
confined area and keeping them there 
for hours, letting a few out at a time if 
the tension builds too much. No one is 
going anywhere, and no one is let out 
to release “steam” for hours upon 
hours, but many protesters don’t seem 
to be bothered—at first. 

Fully equipped with an amplifier, 
microphone and music, the front of the 
Bank of England gets transformed by 
the 5000 protesters into a midday rave 

“They've smashed my soul,” one 
protester tells me as the-scent of beer 
wafts off his breath. “A few smashed 
windows is nothing compared to 
what they've done to us.” 

*He moves off back to the party that 
ended up looking more like a day at 
Glastonbury than a political protest. 
Ten hours later the crowd is one by 
one let back into the streets of Lon- 
don. It was just another at a G20 sum- 
mit protest. Many people took to the 
streets, but not much changed. w 
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Only half the vegetarian dehate 


Eating meat, we're being told again, 
results in reduced longevity. But, as 
usual, we've been given only part of the 
story. Dr Michael Eades, whose clinical 
work, research and writing has for 
decades brought hope and health to mil- 
lions, has again brought us the rest of 
the story. Many medical journals, he 
informs us, issue press releases prior to 
publication of papers in their journals 
and they also often make papers avail- 
able online prior to print publication. It 
is the media who then decides what will 
and will not make the news. 

The paper that concluded red meat 
shortens our lives appeared at the same 
time as two other key papers on the 
topic appeared online in the prestigious 
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
(AJCN}. Both these papers came to very 
different conclusions than did the heavi- 
ly reported one from the Archives of 
Intemal Medicine. 

One was a major meta-analysis, a 
review of a large number of published 
studies that looked at the potential link 
between dietary intake of animal protein, 
animal fat and colorectal cancer. After 
sifting through all the data, the authors 
concluded there is no correlation. None. 

The other was a British study on vege- 
tarians and cancer out of Oxford. It con- 


cluded that vegetarians don’t live any 
longer than non-vegetarians. While they 
have slightly lower rates of death from 
heart disease, they actually have higher 
rates of some very deadly cancers. 

Why the weighted reporting? It is con- 
sidered environmentally friendly to reject 
meat consumption (even though the grain 
industry is anything but green, and sustain- 


~ able mixed organic farming is in fact very 


green), and the widely reported study fits 
with orthodox health wisdom, which has 
long held that low-fat, low-protein eating 
is the way to go—an approach that has 
been fine for some of us, and excellent for 
the enormous cereal grain industry, but not 
at all good for the thousands of us prone to 
excessive insulin production. 

The part we're not usually told is that 
low-fat carbohydrates have high 
glycemic indexes, meaning they're 
quickly absorbed into the bloodstream, 
resulting in insulin spikes. Excessive 
insulin production will, with time, result 
in insulin resistance, weight gain, 
inflammation, and eventually diabetes, 
heart disease and cancer. 

Type 2 diabetes, once called adult- 
onset diabetes, is now being diagnosed 
in teens and children, and affects grow- 
ing millions of us. Its runaway success 
as a disease is a direct result of carbo- 
hydrate-heavy eating, high insulin pro- 
duction and inactivity. 


THOSE WHO'VE TRADED their carbohy- 
drate-heavy diets for high-protein diets 
don't much heed studies like this 


MacEwan 


cEwan.ca 


though, because they know there's 
always more to things than a single 
study, and because they finally feel 
well, and because their primarily meat 
and vegetable diets have finally given 
them normal triglycerides, blood sugars, 
insulin and body fat levels. 

One type 2 medication-free diabetic, 
David M, who consumes a high-protein, 
high-fat diet to keep insulin levels down, 
told me that a recent test measuring 
arterial elasticity and capacity revealed 
arteries of someone half his age. 

Low-protein, low-fat diets tend to be 
high-carbohydrate because we need to 
get our calories from somewhere. High- 
protein diets can be high-carbohydrate 
too, but they don't need to be—meat 
and vegetables have a way of satisfying 
us and making it easier to resist the 
magnetism of carb fixes. 

Dr Meades' clinical research, and 
more recently Dr Jay Wortman’s with 
the citizens of Alert Bay, provides hope 
for the millions of us always hungry, 
always ready to produce too much 
insulin, and always ready to store as fat 
everything we put into our mouths. And 
the results of these studies have gone 
far beyond weight loss to include 
improved triglycerides, cholesterol, 
insulin, blood sugars and energy. 

Repeated cautions about meat mean 
little to those who know from experi- 
ence. To those who stay well and feel 
great on vegetarian diets, excellent, but 
the media has a responsibility to bring 
all the information to the public. w 
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Pragmatic suicide 
Usual political horse-trading 
will lead us to climate chaos 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vueweek!y.com 


“We want to be in [the new UN climate 


_ pact], we want to be pragmatic, we want 


to look at the science,” said Jonathan 
Pershing, the head of the US delegation, 
during the talks in Bonn last week on 
cutting greenhouse gas emissions. So 
how will the Obama administration rec- 
oncile political “pragmatism” with the 
scientific realities? “There is a small win- 
dow where they overlap. We hope to find 
it,” Pershing explained. But it doesn't 
Teally exist. 

Signing the United States up to 
the new climate treaty that will 
replace the Kyoto accord in 2012 is 
essential. The 1997 Kyoto treaty was 
gutted to accommodate American 
objections, but even so President 
Clinton, who signed it, never dared 
to submit it to Congress. Then Presi- 
dent Bush “unsigned” it. 

A dozen wasted years later, the cli- 
mate problem has grown hugely, so 
this time everybody else is determined 
that the US must be aboard—and 
Barack Obama also wants the United 
States to be part of the treaty. But we 
recently learned what he thinks is 
“pragmatic.” It is that the United 
States should cut its emissions back 
to the 1990 level by 2020 

“Pragmatism” is the excuse you use 
when you do less than you should, 
because doing more is too hard. Taking a 
dozen years just to get back US emis- 
sions back down to where they were in 
1990 definitely qualifies as “pragmatic,” 
but it also qualifies as suicidal folly. 

The Hadley Climate Centre in Eng- 
land, one of the world’s most respected 
sources of climate predictions, recently 
released a study showing that even 
rapid cuts in global greenhouse gas 
emissions, turning the current one per 
cent annual growth into a three per cent 
annual decline within a few years, 
would still warm the world by 1.7 
degrees Celsius by 2050. 

That is dangerously near the two 
degrees Celsius rise in average global 
temperature which is the point of no 
return. Further warming would trigger 
natural processes that release vast 
quantities of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere from melting permafrost 
and warming oceans. These processes, 
once begun, are unstoppable, and could 
make the planet four, five or six 
degrees hotter than the present by the 
end of the century. 

At those temperatures, much of the 
planet turns to desert, and the remaining 
farmland, mostly in the high latitudes, can 
support at best 10 or 20 per cent of the 
world's current population. That is why 
the official policy of the European Union is 
never to exceed two degrees of warming. 

The Obama administration's offer 
falls far short of that goal. Under the 
Kyoto accord the US promised a seven 


per cent cut on 1990 emissions by 
2012, but President Bush abandoned 
that target and American emissions 
are now 16 per cent above the 1990 
level. President Obama is only promis 
ing to get back down to the 1990 |eve| 
over the next 11.years, and forget 
about the further cuts that the Us 
signed up to a dozen years ago. 

Obama is clearly calculating how 
much he can get through Congress. As 
Pershing said in Bonn, “If we set a tar 
get that is un-meetable technically, or 
Wwe can't pass it politically, then we're in 
the same position we are in now— 
where the world looks to us and we are 
out of the regime.” 

But this isn’t an ordinary bill where you 
settle for what you can get through Con- 
gress after the usual horse-trading. |f 
there's going to be a 40-day flood, you 
either build an ark or you learn to breathe 
underwater. Building half an ark is not a 
useful option. 

Obama's offer means that the United 
States would be cutting its emissions 
not by three per cent annually, the mini- 
mum global target if we hope to avoid 
more than two degrees of warming, but 
by only half that amount. In the long 
term, it leads inexorably to disaster. 


THE OTHER TWO major delinquents 
among the industrialized countries are fol- 
lowing similar tactics. Australia, which had 
long been in denial about climate change 
fatified the Kyoto accord after the 2007 
election, but the new government is offer- 
ing emissions cuts of only between five 
and 15 per cent by 2020. That is a target 
that makes even Obama’s offer look good. 

Canada, which ratified the Kyoto 
accord long ago and promised a six 
per cent cut in emissions by 2012, 
simply ignored its obligations and !s 
now 20 per cent above its 1990 level 
of emissions. It has no intention of 
trying to make up the lost ground, and 
has unilaterally moved its benchmar! 
from 1990 to 2006. 

Most other industrialized countries 
are on track to meet or exceed their 
modest Kyoto targets. Britain and Ger 
many will both be 20 per cent below 
their 1990 emissions level by 2012, and 
Germany is promising 40 per cent cuts 
by 2020. The European Union as a whole 
promises a 20 per cent cut by 2020, but 
will go up to 30 per cent if other indus- 
trial-countries do the same. 

Even that would barely meet the 
annual three per cent cut in emissions 
we need if we are not to sail through the 
two-degree point of no return and trig- 
ger runaway warming. And we have yet 


. to figure out how to bring the rapidly 


developing countries into the regime, fo! 
their emissions, though starting from @ 
low base, are growing very fast. 

We are in deep trouble, and “pragme 
tism” will not save us. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles a'° 
published in 45 countries. His colum? 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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‘The evolution of the DS 


INFINITE LIVES 


CS | infinitelives@vueweekty.com 


Of all our culture's instantly recognizable 
iconography, | have a particular affection for 
the “Descent of Man” silhouettes. Ever 
since | was a wee nerdling poring through 
the leatherette-bound wonders of the 
World Book, I've loved that progression from 
simian common ancestor, up through the 
goblinoid australopithecine and the spear- 
toting Neanderthal, to modern Homo sapi- 
ens, who sometimes comes complete with 
fedora and briefcase, a proudly striding Ado- 
nis commuting into the future. 

The reason !’m thinking about that 
image is that | recently got hold of the new 
Nintendo DSi and tried to visualize a simi- 

* lar display of the evolution of the DS, and 
came out of the exercise pretty disappoint- 


SWITCH OUR MINDS BACK 
IMMEDIATELY, BoB / 


ed; there's just not much that's visually 
compelling about a parade of slightly dif- 
ferent rectangles, Yet the DS has evolved 
greatly in the last four-and-a-half years, 
from 2004's clunky prototype in that grody 
industrial shade of semi-metallic plastic to 
the sleek matte-black machine of today. 
More importantly, the DS has evolved in 
full view of the world; rather than hide its 
product development and refinement away 
in an R&D lab, Nintendo has made it a 
lucrative public process, turning each tran- 
sitional form into a must-have gizmo, rack- 
ing up unit sales of 97 million worldwide 
along the way. 

Like the DS Lite before it (like, not even 
three years ago), the DSi is “what the DS 
was meant to be.” All cynicism aside, it is 
a pretty sweet little piece of hardware. 
Two VGA-resolution cameras, one on the 
case for taking snapshots and one inside 
the hinge for displaying your gross, pasty, 


dough-necked, eye-bagged, old-man . 


390 - AQEQ— + KnOIA-zee 


HOW Do YOU EXPECT US 
TO TAKE ¥0U SERIOUSLY 
AS THE CREATOR AUD 
SUSTAINER OF THE 
UNIVERSE IF YOU 
CAN'T TAKE A LITTLE 
HARMLESS MIND-SUAP 
HITINX 7 ; 


“game face.” Slightly bigger screens, 
improved wi-fi, more RAM, onboard stor- 
age an SD card slot and a goddamned vol- 
"ume control that doesn't constantly piss 
you off, all packed into a 12-per-cent-slim- 
mer case, thanks to the elimination of 
Game Boy Advance compatibility and the 
chubby little cartridge slot it required. 
That's a bit of a bittersweet loss. One the 
one hand, adieu to Pokemon FireRed and 
Final Fantasy Tactics Advance; on the 
other, no more wasting time and tears 
pawing hopefully through the bargain bins 
at Blockbuster only to come up with five 
copies of Barbie and the Magic of Pegasus 
and an empty Tony Hawk Pro Skater 3 box. 


NOT THAT THE DSI isn’t going to offer me 
many, many opportunities to waste my 
money. With the introduction of download- 
able games and applications through the 
DSi Shop, I'm sure we'll soon see a repeat 
of what happened with WiiWare and Vir- 
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tual Console on the Wii: the onboard mem- 
ory clogging up with impulse-purchased 
titles | fiddled with for a few minutes each 
before consigning them to gather digital 
dust in the virtual closet. Right now, 
though, in these early-adopter times, its 
pretty slim pickings in the DSi Shop; with 
my 1000 Nintendo-point “welcoming gift” 
warming, if not burning a hole through, my 
pocket, | went shopping only to find myself 
sorely untempted by yet another. Wari- 
oWare game and something called Birds 
and Beans. The Opera web browser was 
free, though, and I'm happy to report that 
the DSi, like its predecessor, offers excel- 
lent on-the-go pornography support wher- 
ever there's washroom wi-fi. 

The coolest—or maybe “neatest"— 
thing about the DSi is its standard suite of 
multimedia toys. Novelty wears off quickly, 
we know, but when the novelty is laid down 
in multiple coats like this you can get a sur- 
prisingly hard-wearing and durable finish. 
The fun little photo editor offers lots of 
weird filters and lenses and Stuff, including 
a cheesy but cheerful face-blending utility 
and a touchscreen distortion tool that's way 


ea, 
> : 


More giggle-inducing than it ought to bk— 
goodbye, fatneck, hello giant Mexican waif- 
painting eyes! On audio side, the DSi 
supports AAC audio (no MP3 [frowny face}) 
and again there's a whole toybox of gim- 
micks to play with: loopers, beat machines, 
voice-changers, that sort of thing. 

Nintendo's motives with the DSi aren't all 
play-based, though; they're explicitly angling 
the thing toward a position as a sort of light 
productivity device. Already in Japan the DS 
is used by millions as a phrase book, sub- 
way map, weight-loss coach and cookbook, 
and the hope is that North Americans and 
Europeans will start to catch on to the idea 
and the DSi will hack out a chunk of the 
iPhone's mojo. Personally, | think I'm sold on 
the idea; of all the upcoming DSi titles I've 
seen, it's the non-game products—20 Clas- 
si¢ Book Collection and Moving Notepad— 
that have me most excited. Now that the DS 
has downloading and storage capacity, it’s 
got a lot of potential as a general-purpose 
portable platform. | hope it lives up to it; I'd 
like to be able to step to those showoff 
iPhone motherfuckers with a taste of touch 
screen evolution. w 
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Do we really need to sum up the last Oiler 
week? How about skipping to D-Day on 
Tuesday? A combination of an Oiler loss to 
LA and a St Louis win over Phoenix equals 
no playoffs for the third consecutive sea- 
son. The bright side? The Oilers did not 
get officially knocked out of the race for 
Stanley by Calgary, with two games 
remaining against the (ick) Flames this 
weekend. That would have hurt just a little 
more. TB and Dave pack up the foam hock- 
ey fingers until next season. 


PLAYOFF STATUS UPDATE The doday 
Oiler playoff race fell short at game num- 
ber 80. Before opining, I'll let a sample of 
my Facebook pals’ Tuesday night status 
updates tell the story: 

“iS going golfing with the Oilers.” 
“Playoffs. What playoffs?” 

“... just saying. Oilers could have used 
some of this intensity a few weeks or 
months ago.” 

“ .. maybe the Eskimos won't crush my hopes 
and dreams like the Oilers have ... sigh.” 

You said it, Facebook-ers. DY 


TB PLAYER IN ABSENTIA “Out of office 
reply: TB Player is not in the office right now 
and is not taking phone messages either. TB 
Player is currently taking down his Jari Kurri 
poster as it is covered in broken glass and 
Scotch. The Guy Lafleur poster is going back 
up. Please do not send any emails with the 
following words in the subject line: Oilers, 
playoffs, MacT, Jonathan Quick, Minnesota, 
St Louis, Scotch, Stanley, Anaheim, must- 
win or mathematically eliminated (two 
words). They. will be deleted immediately. 
Thank you. PS Does anyone know how to 
plaster over holes in drywall that are roughly 
fist-sized?” TB 


NOW WHAT? Another crappy end to a 
mediocre season. The Oilers put in a con- 
vincing, yet hollow, effort (not just this week 


but all season) and miss the playoffs again. | 
grew up in Edmonton in the ‘80s, when two 
sporting absolutes were the Oilers and the 
Esks making the playoffs. Not so anymore 
So, here’s my first draft of my anticipated 
changes we'll see this off-season, which 
unofficially started Wednesday moming. 

Craig MacTavish will do what most 
expect and step down as coach. He 
deserves, and will be given, that chance 
to walk. Some offer of employment will 
be offered by the team; he won't take it 
At least not right away. 

Ethan Moreau will be traded. Perhaps 
on draft day for a pick, perhaps in advance 
of free agent time to clear roster space 
and some dough. Moreau and MacT will 
be missed {and should be missed) but 
they're the biggest examples of the “old 
guard.” Sheldon Souray will be the new 
Oiler captain and follow in the skatesteps 
of Moreau as a gritty, effective leader. 

GM Steve Tambellini and real GM 
Kevin Lowe will attempt to land a free 
agent whale or two. 

| will watch the NHL playoffs without 
any emotional tie to any team and enjoy 
the ride. My playoff draft (or drafts—its a 
sickness) will be easier fo select with no 
temptation to select Oiler players or revul- 
sion when choosing Oiler playoff rivals 
The head, rather than the heart, can pick. 
Both are equally useless, unfortunately. DY 


BLAME THE CANUCKS The Vancouver 
Canucks have cemented a playoff spot this 
spring and the Oilers have not. This is not 
unprecedented. Since the 1992-93 season, 
Edmonton and Vancouver have only 
appeared in the same Stanley Cup playoffs 
twice (in 2001 and 2008) and they have only 
missed the playoffs in the same season 
once (last season). It's been us or them for 
the remaining years. From 1993 to 1996 the 
Oilers missed four straight Cup playoff tour- 
neys and Vancouver got in. Then from 1997 
until 2000 the Vancouver fans suffered a 
four-season playoff drought and the Oilers 
made it in. Want more? In four out of the 
five seasons that our Oilers won the Cup. 
Vancouver missed the playoffs altogether. !t 
really has been us or them. Stupid them. OY 
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n something like 42 kilo- 

q of T-bar in just four 
days and a giant bruise is forming on 
my le where the plastic arm of 
the T me up steep northern BC 
terrain. There are only two towers 
left, so I'suck it up knowing that soon 
I'l be feeling on top of the world 

! unload from the tortuous T and 
join my crew: séven other women 
from northern BC who have joined me 
on the first ever Shred the Gnar 
women’s snowboarding tour 
(shredthegnar.weebly.com). Ranging 
in age from 21 - 37, most of us are 
working professionals: an accountant, 
a snowboard shop owner, two com- 
munications professionals/photogra- 
phers and a career environmental 
conservationist. The three youngest 
girls-work in the snowboard industry, 
either in skate shops or at local hills. 

We're at Powder King near 
Mackenzie on day four of the tour, 
desperate to hit some powder. We 
Start hiking up to what locals call the 
Peak. We make our way methodically 
upwards and crest a knoll that treats 
us to an incredible 360 degree view of 
the valley and so many options for 
fresh tracks we're not sure what to hit 
first. We choose a line that leads to 
Azu Bowl and have a near-orgasmic 

_ Tun on light, fluffy, untracked snow. 
It’s totally worth the hike. “This is why 
| love Powder King,” says tour partici- 
pant Sam Lewis. "Endless terfain and 
endless snow.” 

Tara Wilson, who owns Ruins Board 
Shop (Terrace, Prince George and 
Quesnel, ruins.ca), and I devised the 
tour after being inspired by a Burton 
grant to inspire women in snowboard- 
ing. Our plan was simple—encourage 
more women to pursue snowboarding 
while showing the world why we love 
riding in the north. 

Northern BC boasts an assortment 
of small, independently run hills with 
access to terrain that rivals the mil- 
lion-dollar resorts. Instead of rocking 
high-speed quads or fancy gondolas, 
we hit up miles of T-bar and thank our 
fortunes when hills offer up a chair 
lift. But that’s just part of the charm. 

“I'm almost more comfortable at the 
smaller resorts with the ghetto cafete- 
rias and that homey feeling. The staff 
are helpful and you really see a hands- 
on approach to running the hill,” says 
Wilson. “At large resorts everyone 


¥v metres 


Seems to! else, but 
at pene S locals that 
And there's a e lot of northern 


air plce tty don nes 
sarily get at the big shows. 
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We roll in to Troll Resort in Quesnel 
around 9:30 pm and find owner Hilder 
Fossberg walking the grounds making 
sure the cabins are locked up before 
turning in. We're a day early and have 
nowhere to sleep. Hilder’s not fazed 
and immediately offers to put us up in 
the hill’s still-under-construction hos- 
tel. It’s warm, has a single mattress for 
each of us, indoor plumbing and the 
walls are festooned with old-school 
black-and-white photos of our alpine 
forefathers sporting furs and leather 
and strapped in to sketchy wooden 
skis. It’s perfect. 

Hilder’s dad Hans developed the hill 
and built the lodges on the property 
from the very trees he cut down to 
make the runs. There's a lot of history 
here. It's also home to the second 
longest T-bar on our trip: 1955 metres 
Jong. And no, you didn’t read that 
wrong—that’s almost two kilometres! 


IN TYPICAL NORTHERN STYLE, tocais 


are stoked to join us as we tour the 
mountain and show us secret stashes 
of powder and some nice little bumps 
off the groomers. 

In Prince George, Hart Highlands is 
akin to Snow Valley in Edmonton, only 
smaller and with the world's fastest 
towrope. This micro-facility is located 
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within city limits and it's the breeding 
ground for young skiers and snow- 
boarders keen to develop their skills. 

“Hart Highlands is a bomber place 
to learn how to ride,” says tour mem- 
ber Sarah Artis. “Whatever you want 
to work on, Hart is the place to do it.” 

Little rippers hit up the rails and 
boxes, grateful that the Shred the 
Gnar crew decided to check out 
their facility. The volunteer pro- 
gram is terrific, even offering a 
$500 education bursary to the high- 
school kids who volunteer there. 
It’s proof that the development of 
younger skiers and boarders is crit- 
ical and the community is commit- 
ted to making it happen. 

Driving to Fort St James to ski Mur- 
ray Ridge is a feat in itself. There's 
something sketchy about having a 
fully-loaded logging truck tailgating 
you on remote highways. But it’s 
worth the trip. 

Murray Ridge has a tiny staff of about 
12 people—mostly locals who are pas- 
sionate about skiing and snowboarding. 
And just like the other resorts, the folks 
at Murray Ridge pulled out all the stops 
to show us a good time, including 
hooking us up with some of their staff 
to take us on a tour of the hill. There 
hasn't been a flake of fresh in weeks, so 
we are a bit bummed about riding 
crusty tums on the black diamond runs, 
but stoked to hit arguably the best 
groomed runs on the tour. 


en 
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I strap into a 2010 Burton Lipstick, 
a reverse camber model that makes 
me feel like a superstar on the 
groomers. It’s like riding a spoon the 
whole way down, no fear of catching 
an edge. The latest craze in snow- 
board technology is totally warranted 
and solidifies my choice to buy a 
reverse camber board next season 

Oh, and Murray Ridge’s general 
manager Dan wins the award for best 
music of all the hills—playing loads of 
indie music that makes me forget I'm 
1000 kilometres from Edmonton 
(where I grew up watching the smalls 
and SNFU at the Polish Hall.) 

Located a two-hour drive from 
Prince George, Powder King boasts 
on-mountain accommodations 
ranging from the hill’s hostel, 
which is a totally affordable way to 
go, to a variety of cabins available 
for rent. There's a lot of life and 
vitality at Powder King—super- 
devoted staff and a husband-and- 
wife ownership team that juggles 
running the resort with parenting 
three-year-old triplets. 

The access to sick amounts of pow- 


der makes our two days there worth” 


it. And while other hills start shutting 
down restaurants and lounges an 
hour after last chair, at PK the action 
just gets rolling around 4 pm. Because 
many staff live at the hill there’s an 
evening menu and lots of socializing 
to be had after hours. 


HUDSON BAY MOUNTAIN is 2 regional 


favourite for many of the Shred the Gnar 
riders. The Smithers hill offers 1750 verti- 
cal feet of lift-accessed terrain and 
boasts 3775 feet of continuous mountain 
vertical on its newest mountain-to-town 
run called the Rotary Trail to Town 

Like many small hills, it’s not just 
about hitting the slopes at Hudson Bay 
Mountain. The crew there partne ; 
local businesses to host ma 
from rail jams to slalom rac 
followed by live music in the bar 
has an incredible menu too) 

Still plagued by no new snow, we 
focus on exploring the mountain as best 
We can, enjoying the little features it 
offers like a heated warming cabin at the 
top of the chair. The day ends with a 
Super-fun run down the Trail to Town—a 
nice, wide groomed run tha 
ing down the 24 km access road any day 

After six days of consecutive rid- 
ing we are totally exhausted but 
stoked to be back on familiar 


beats dr 


ground. If you live in Terrace you 
can get from your front door to the 
chair lift at Shames Mountain in 
about 45 minutes. And because it 
gets an average of 40 feet of snow 


every year, there is almost always 
some powder to be found 

We beeline for the top of the hill 
and make short work of a hike above 
the T-bar to a sweet Section of glades 
just a little ways out of bounds 
Shames doesn’t disappoint. Despite 
the long stretch of dry, cold weather 
we are blessed with some deep stuff 
and one by one we drop in, carving 
nice big turns before getting back in 
bounds to hit up some of the soften- 
ing snow on the steep runs 

While many hills in northern BC 
claim to have “black diamond” runs 
Shames offers true diamond runs that 
combine Steep terrain with gnarly 
bumps and challenging treed areas 
There’s a good mix of other options 
too, from kid-friendly groomers to a 
terrain park that is the training 
ground for a dedicated and talented 
group of freestyle skiers. 

Terrace Is also developing an inter- 
national reputation for its access to - 
steep and deep terrain with action 
sport film makers such as Standard 
Films and Matchstick Productions 
coming back to film the pros in terrain 
accessible only by helicopter 

After a whirlwind tour and expo- 
sure to some new resorts we've 
already started planning the second 
annual Shred the Gnar ladies snow- 
boarding tour. Next year we'll be 
checking out some spots in south- 
eastern BC and see what we can do 
about sourcing out some cat skiing 
and more untracked terrain. Inspir- 
ing women in snowboarding? Mis- 
sion accomplished... oad 
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Snowboards 


Local 
Rabbit Hill — Closed for season. 

Snow Valley — Closed for season. 

Sum Ridge — Closed for season. 

Edmonton Ski Club — Closed for the season. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — Closed for season. 

Castle Mountain — Closed for season. 

Laks Louise — 175-204cm base, 13cm new snow. 9 lifts and 129 runs open. 
Mannot Basin — 110cm base, no new snow. 6 lifts and 84 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay — 93cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Nakiska — Closed for season. 

Sunshine Village — 162cm base, 11cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 107 runs open. 
Tewatinaw — 5fcm base. All lifts and runs open. 


B.C. 


pax — Closed for season. 

Big White — 205cm base, 27em of new snow. 15 lifts and all runs open. 

Femie — 221cm snow pack, 8cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 110 runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 158cm base, no new snow. 

Kimberley — Closed for season. 

Mt. Washington — 212cm base, no new snow. The Slush Cup and Dummy Downhill 
2009 are coming up April 11 &12! 

Panorama — 119cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 117 nuns open. April 12 is last 
day of the season! 

Power King — 189-3B6cm base, 16cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — Closed for season. 

Revelstoke — 210cm base, no new snow. 

Silver Star — Closed for season! 

San Peaks — 143cm base, 12cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 122 alpine trails open. 


a ita 


Whistler/ Blackcomb — 26cm base, 22cm of new snow. Many lifts, and hundreds of 


runs open. 
White Water — Closed for season. 


U.S.A. 


49 North — Closed for season. 

Big Sky — Closed for season. 

Crystal Mountam — Closed for season. 
Great Divide — Closed for season. 
Lookout Pass — Closed for season. 
Mt Spokane — Closed for season. 
Schwettzer Mit. — Closed for season. 
Silver Mt. Resort — Closed for season. 
Sun Valley — Closed for season. 


All conditions accurate as of Apr 8, 2009. 
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SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweokly.com 

get off the chairlift and glide out 
[= a strange facsimile of snow. It 

doesn't look like snow and it sure 
doesn’t feel like it. But to someone 
who has never seen snow before or 
someone with a very vivid imagina- 
tion, it could be. 

What looks like toothbrush bristles 
woven into a giant 400 metre-long 
chicken wire mat is what doubles as 
snow to many Brits. A few button lifts, 
a chairlift, add in a few skiers and 


snowboarders and we have one of the | 


many snowless dry slopes that are 
scattered throughout the UK. 

Just outside Edinburgh, Scotland is 
the Midlothian Snowsports Center 
Hillend, Europe's longest dry slope 
(check out visitscotland.com or midloth- 
ian.gov.uk/topic.aspx?topicid=86). It 
stretches only a few hundred metres 
down the highland hills on what feels 
like consistently icy conditions, but this 
is a popular hot spot for many ski and 
snowboard enthusiasts in the UK. Rates 
go by the hour. For adults, it's approxi- 
mately $15.14 CND for the first hour, 
and $6.30 for every subsequent hour. 

Brits come to dry slopes like Cana- 
dians go to local hills to learn the 
sport or to improve on their skills 
before taking their annual trip to the 
mountains. Ironically many Brits don’t 
even know what it’s like to ski or 
snowboard on actual snow when they 
initially learn. They find this out only 
when they get to mountains. 

I’m not British and dry slopes are 
just as foreign to me as | am to the 
UK. I was practically born on skis and 
I've been snowboarding for over 10 
years, but after my first run down the 
dry slope, falling every time I turned 
my snowboard, there’s only one word 
to describe what it’s like to ski or 
snowboard on a dry slope: awkward. 

It takes a lot more effort for me to 
turn, and adjusting my technique on 
the dendix bristles feels like learning 
how to snowboard all over again. But 
my constant falls aren't pretty and the 
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impact hurts substantially more than 
falling on snow, so I work hard to 
overcome the learning curve quickly. 1 
wiggle over to the button lift with my 
tail between my legs having a bruised 
ego and expecting to have a bruised 
bum after my disastrous first run. I 
have another go at the dry slope hop- 
ing that it will be nicer to me my sec- 
ond time around. And it isn't. 


THE SLOPES ARE, well, dry, and it’s 


hard to gain momentum. The hill’s 
lubrication system occasionally mists 
out some water from beneath the 
meshed mat, making it a bit easier to 
get some speed. The rainy weather 
conditions of the UK are actually help- 
ful to dry slopes since it’s easier to ski 
or snowboard down them when they 
are wet. Lucky enough to be in Scot- 
land on one of the few sunny days 
they have a year, I'm wishing it would 
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rain so I can get more speed and stop 
falling. | now can’t feel my bum from 
falling so much. I'm impressed by the 
uniqueness of the hill, but with every 
fall and terrible run I have I'm becom- 
ing less and less of a fan of dry slopes 

Despite their popularity in the UK, it's 
doubtful that the dry slope trend will 
cross over to Canada where there are no 
dry slopes. Jimmie Spencer, the president 
and CEO of Canada West Ski Areas 
Association, doesn’t see any dry slopes 
being set up anytime soon in Canada 

“The scenario in the UK is certainly 
different than that in Canada,” he 
says. “Dry slope facilities cost so 
much to construct, and in a country 
like Canada that has so many natural 
ski facilities and snow [year round] | 
don't see there being a huge urge to 
go skiing in the off-season.” 

With a six-by-six foot patch of den- 
dix bristles costing about £100 at Hil- 
lend in Edinburgh—and that’s just to 
replace parts of the hill after wear and 
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Naked in the snow 


Get on your boots, but take everything else off? 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachlan@vueweekly.com 
1 ey, sexy boots, get on your 
boots, yeah.” When Bono 
H= out the new single, 
could he be talking about a pair of 
sexy new snowboard or ski boots? As 
the days get longer and warmer the 


best spring skiing beckons. So, I have 


a question for you, sexy boots. Would 
you take your clothes off and ride that 


last run of the day in your birthday 
suit? What would possess you to do 
that? A bet? A girl? A liquid lunch? 

Mixing winter sport with nudity 
doesn't exactly sound like a tasty 
cocktail, but nudity and sport go way 
back. After all, the word gymnasium, 
distilled from the Greek “gymnos,” 
means naked. Leave it to the ancient 
Greeks to exercise their hard bodies 
while in the buff. The gym was origi- 
nally a sacred place for the intellectu- 
al, sensual, moral and physical educa- 
tion of young men, all en plein air. 
Ladies, next time you take your yogic 
mountain pose, remember the olive 
oil-scented, naked young men who 
came before you. 

But taking it outdoors, in Canada, in 
the wintertime? Greece is warm after 
all. Doing some research, I discovered 
the International Naturist Federation, 
which defines naturism as, “a way of 
life in harmony with nature, character- 
ized by the practice of communal 
nudity, with the intention of encourag- 
ing respect for oneself, respect for oth- 
ers and for the environment." I'm cool 
with that. But it still doesn’t get us up 
the ski hill, does it? 

Somewhere along the way, it 
became a tradition at Crested Butte 
Mountain Resort, Colorado, to ski the 
last day in April buck naked. What 
may have started as a free-lift-ticket 
promotion became a beloved local tra- 
dition that lasted until 1999, or there- 
abouts. At Copper Mountain, also in 
Colorado, the “Eenie Weenie Bikini" 
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contest stood the test of time for 20 
years, though it was recently phased 
Out for reasons of “propriety.” So, is 
Spring skiing that much warmer in the 
Excited States? 

The closest we get in Canada might 
be Sunshine’s Annual Slush Cup. The 
2009 version is the 80th annual Every 
May long weekend, when you can 
hardly believe that we are still skiing, 
60 wild and crazy party people jump 
as far as they can across, or mostly 
into, the cold slushy water. There is 
usually some unendorsed streaking at 
the Slush Cup. These are usually guys, 
usually soused, who end up falling en 
route to the big jump. A. friend at 
Sunshine said that if these guys really 
get naked, they get escorted off the 
mountain, which made me wonder 
about the law. 


TWO CANADIAN FEDERAL taws (Sections 
173. and 174 of the Criminal Code) apply 
across the country. Section 173 pro- 
hibits “indecent acts," although 
Parliament leaves it up to the courts to 
decide what constitutes indecent. 
Various Provincial courts have decided 
that simple nude sunbathing is not 
indecent, nor is streaking prohibited 
under the law, although don't test this 
out at an Esks-Stamps game. 

YouTube is proof that there are a lot 
of people riding naked. But is there an 
official policy at most mountains? 
Brent Curtain at Mount Washington 
Alpine Resort on Vancouver Island cut 
to the chase: “We have no nudity poli- 
cy over here, and what happens on the 
Island, stays on the Island!” 

Down at Fernie, BC, Matt Mosteller 
was more philosophical. He says, “We 
have heard of some skiing nude, some 
sun-tanning nude on the mountain, 
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and some having picnics nude. The 
Spirit of snow and the celebration of 
the mountains is alive and well at 
Fermie Alpine Resort. Some like to 
expose themselves to the mountains 
Maybe they see this as the purest form 
of tribute.” 

Back at Sunshine, the fine print on 
the Slush Cup says that “all participants 
are encouraged to wear costumes.” 
Hmmm. There are prizes for “Awesome 
Air, Best Bellyflop, Excellent Enema 
and whatever else may happen that 
day.” In 2009, of the maximum 60 reg- 
istrants, a full 20 spots have been allo- 
cated for women, which is new. 
Perhaps wishful thinking? 

(This bit is stated explicitly in the fine 
print, too: “No inverts, naked bodies 
foul language permitted during the 
event. Proper clothing must be worn at 
all times. It will be the discretion of our 
event staff to remove individuals.”) 

If the idea of skiing naked leaves you 


cold, Lake Louise Inn has a “Ski Naked” * 


deal that doesn’t require you take any- 
thing off—at least until you get to your 
room—and includes a pair of “Ski 
Naked” martinis in the lounge, a supe- 
rior room and a buffet breakfast, ali for 
$89 per person. The Inn is a five-minute 
drive to Lake Louise ski resort. 

So, get on your sexy boots and we'll 
see you on the hill. How much of you 
we'll see, however, is up to you. w 


STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 


“CENTRAL JASPER LOCATION -ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP t 

*AVARIETY OF RESTAURANTS NEARBY CLOSE TO EOUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR 
SIDING, SOBOARDING, TOURING, XCOUNTRY, AND MOUNTAINEERING 

“PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT AND THE DED DOG BAR & GRILL IN THE HOTEL 

“COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE LOCAL AQUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY] 
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tear—there certainly needs to be a 
market for dry slopes in order to 
make them economically feasible. 
But it isn’t just the money that would 
draw a big question mark to whether 
or not dry slopes would ever exist in 
Canada; it’s also a question of safety. 
Spencer is originally from the UK 
and helped set up the original dry 
slopes in the UK during the ‘70s. He 
has seen the ins and outs of getting 
a dry slope set up and running. 
“When we built the slopes origi- 
nally in the ‘70s, I don’t think there 
were any authorities against them,” 
says Spencer. “There were no regu- 
lations that governed the construc- 
tion and some were built on ramps 
while others were built on natural 
terrain. There are definitely more 
safety regulations to follow now 
than there were over 30 years ago.” 
But it isn’t only in Scotland where 
you can manage to get mud on your 


Pizza from 
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snowboard and grass stains on your 
snow pants. What originally started 
as a UK phenomenon has become a 
trend in mainland Europe and other 
parts of the world. Dry slopes have 
proven popular in other snowless and 
mountainless places. The Nether- 
lands, Germany and Poland are 
among the European countries that 
don't have the best natural conditions 
to host good skiing. And since snow- 
boarding and skiing is now gaining 
more popularity globally, there's a 
higher demand for ski facilities in the 
off-season. The state of Illinois in the 
US also hosts a year-round dry slope. 
But there are some countries that 
are more known for hot weather and 
beaches rather than ski vacations. 
With southern Chile’s ski resorts 


" being virtually at its backdoor, Brazil 


is home to two dry slopes for people 
who are looking to pick up the sport 
and brush up on their skills. 


AFTER GETTING BATTERED by a dry 


slope in only half a day of snowboard- 
ing, it's hard for me to see what all the 
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hype is about. Or maybe I’m just jeal- 
ous of the kids who are whizzing past 
me on their snowboards while I’m 
down—yet again—after taking a spill. 

But there is one thing that I learn to 
respect about learning how to ski and 
snowboard on dry slope rather than 
real snow: if you learn on dry slopes, 
you can ski and snowboard on any- 
thing. Since they are so challenging to 
manoeuvre on and it’s like skiing icy 
conditions all the time, skiers and 
snowboarders really have to know 
how to control themselves better. 

For Brits, learning how to ski on 
dry slopes is like Canadians learning 
how to drive in the snow. Once you 
master the skill in the most difficult 
conditions possible, all others prove 
to be a breeze. 

As I sit at the top of the hill hesi- 
tant to make my last descent of the 
day, I look out at the amazing sky- 
line of castles and ancient architec- 
ture. Sure, Scotland doesn’t have the 
good snow conditions or facilities 
that Canada has, but we don’t have 
the beautiful history of Scotland. w 
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Big mountains, big 
parties at Lake Louise 


=| FALL LINES 


Temperatures are rising and the snow is 
beginning to melt, but that hasn't stopped 
the Lake Louise team from organizing one 
final competition and rolling out the party 
mat. This weekend, April 8 - 12, Free Skiers 
will be attacking the steeps at Louise for 
their annual Big Mountain event. If you hap- 
pen to be carving down the slopes and you 
see some silhouettes crashing through the 
rocks or throwing down some huge lines, 
cheer them on as they vie for the $7500 
that's up for grabs. If you are so inclined, 
drop $100 on them and take up the chal- 
lenge. If you're there for a week the best 
deal in town is the $200 entry that includes 


five days of lifts. Forty dollars per day is a 
great deal and you really don’t have to 
show up for the race. Two weeks later, on 
April 25 - 26, the season comes to a close 
at Lake Louise and there'll be so many on- 
hill parties you won't know where to turn 
The suds will be flowing in the Kokanee 
Beer Gardens and the Glacier Girls will be 
on hand to ensure a good time. If rum is 
more to your liking then head for the Apple- 
ton Beach deck for a Cuba Libra or a slushy 
While partying on either deck be sure to 
cheer on the fat-tire mountain bikers who'll 
be trying to get a head start on the summer 
They'll be zooming down Easy Street trying 
to win the big Lake Louise Spring Challenge 
cup. On Sunday riders will take to the skies 


“when Lake Louise ends the season with a 


big air event, once again easily viewable 
from either beach. Cheers, it's been a great 
season. w 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES 1 NIGHT OF ACCOMMODATION 
&1 DAY LIFT TICKET AT MARMOT BASIN AND ALL TAXES 


Price is based on double occupancy. Additional charges for extra adults 
or children would apply Excludes All Holidays Subject to availability 
Applicable Sunday - Thursday for accommodation and Monday - Friday for Skiing. 
‘This peckage must be reserved at Joust 24 hours in advance 


Package from $81.00 per adult per day* 
Hectedos UM ticket, socemmsedetion and ene apres shi dah per parson per day} 
SS 


TWO BERRIEN SUITE 


125 | 


PER PERSON 


602 Connaught D == ‘Wes 


across from the Jasper Train 
REIOIIGIORICE: 


BEAR HILL 
| LODGE 


STAY WITH 
FRIENDS 


Nestled at the fordst’s edge within the town .ot Jasper our location 


provides tonventent access to lecal amenittes and the town centre. 


WM offer 4 variety of accommodations from sexy cottages to.spacious _- 


suites, featuring welcoming Rocky Mountain decor, luxurious duvets 


and comfortable beds: 
Whilpecl/Sauna x“ Fireplaces/Kitchenettes *, Private bedrooms available . 
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Outlaw baker 


Well, not really, but Bill 0’Gorman wouldn't be 
doing this if someone hadn't stolen his bike 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


hat would you do if you 
found yourself touring 
Canada on a motorcycle 


and that motorcycle happened to get 
stolen? If you're Bill O'Gorman, other- 
wise known as Baker Bill, you'd put 
down some roots and stay for a while 
Or maybe even five years. 

O'Gorman now runs Baker Bill's 
Breads; he can currently be found 
selling his wholesome sourdough and 
fresh sprouted grain breads on Satur- 
day mornings at the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market and on Thursday 
evenings at the Salisbury Farmers’ 
Market in Sherwood Park. But had it 
not been for that ill-fated day in Nova 
Scotia over 30 years ago, he might not 
even be baking bread 

“| ended up in a godforsaken part of 
Cape Breton Island. You couldn’t buy 
anything there, let alone bread. It was 
just that pathetic white spongy stuff.” 

But he did have neighbours—a hus- 
band and wife team who ran a farm 
and made Dutch Gouda cheese. He 
helped out on their farm and in return 
they fed him. One day he wandered 
into the kitchen just as the wife was 
in the middle of making bread: “I ate 
slab after slab of homemade bread, 
with chunks of gouda.” 

When he casually remarked that he 
wished he could buy bread as good as 


that, she told him to make it himself. 

So, armed with her recipe and a 
100-pound sack of whole wheat flour, 
he set to work, managing to churn out 
a loaf every couple of days. After a 
few weeks, he found himself back in 
her kitchen, eating her bread. “It was 
nothing like the bread | was baking 
Mine was like bricks.” 

This time O'Gorman rolled up his 
sleeves and spent the afternoon with 
her, baking and learning. “As anybody 
who's ever baked bread knows, you 
don’t follow recipes. It’s not about 
measurements; it’s about how the 
dough feels.” 

But life brought him back to 
Edmonton; he completed his engi- 
neering degree and immersed himself 
in the computer industry. Throughout 
it all he baked bread on a casual 
basis, maybe every week or two. “It 
was something I knew how to do; 
everybody always enjoyed eating it 
and it helped relieve my stress.” 


THE DAY CAME when he was ready to 


retire, but not completely. “I was tired 
of being a salesman. | sold because ! 
was good at it, not because | liked it 
But I felt | was stuck because I didn’t 
know how to do anything else.” 

His wife Kathy convinced him that he 
did, in fact, know how to do something 
else. He knew how to make bread. But 
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BILL O'GORMAN 
BAER BILUS BREAD 
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he was skeptical. “In my opinion, | was- 
n't that great of a baker. Plus, what I 
made was different than anything you 
could buy in the store. And different 
isn't always a good thing.” 

He decided to give it a shot, and 
Baker Bill’s Bread was launched. 
That was three years ago. Different, 
in his case, turned out to be a very 
good thing. Last summer, when he 
was at the Downtown Market, his 
300 loaves of bread generally sold 
out by 11;30 am. 

What's different with O’Gorman’s 
bread? He uses whole grain flour— 
mostly wheat, rye and spelt. And a lot 
of it is organic. But as he says, “It’s not 
just about the ingredients; it’s about all 
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those things that unlock the grain—the 
sprouting and natural fermentation.” 

O'Gorman feels that most breads 
produced these days are “kit breads.” 
You take a bag, pour it into a mixer and 
add water—sometimes you don’t even 
have to add the yeast. Then it just needs 
to be proofed and baked. Everything is 
designed to make the process as fast as 
possible; a batch of bread, from start to 
finish, only takes.a few hours. 

That’s why O'Gorman thinks grains 
get a bad rap from some of the health 
gurus out there. “The real culprit is 


raw flour. There hasn't been time to 


work on the grain.” 

O'Gorman solves that by.’slowing 
down the whole process.” He sprouts 
some of the grains, works with sour- 
dough and uses a long, cool fermen- 
tation process. And most of his dough 
is made the day before he actually 
bakes it. “The sourdough and sprout- 
ing process kind of pre-digests the 


JanHostyn 


grain for us. We're not cows, we can't 


. digest raw flour.” 


He’s not really sure what his m 
popular loaves are—everything sells 
out—but he’s noticed that people tend 
to start with some of the loaves they are 
most familiar with—ciabatta, multigrain 
and light rye—and then move toward 
the heartier loaves like the sprouted rye 

Now O'Gorman’s little retirement 
project is not so little. The early par! 
of the week is somewhat relaxed, but 
by Wednesday he’s putting in a full 
day of work; Friday is a 16- to 18-hour 
day. He does get a bit of help—his 
wife helps out with the baking on Fri- 
days and at the market on Saturdays 
And he is often joined by his 10-year 
old granddaughter, Amanda. “She's a 
huge hit at every market she goes to.’ 

So, if you ever happen to get you! 
motorcycle stolen, relax. It may open 
up a whole new world. Look what it 
did for O'Gorman. v 
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Today we are going to make bread. And 
don’t tell me you don't have time. All you 
need is a few minutes. So no excuses. 
And yes, | mean minutes—five-ish today 
and five-ish more tomorrow. That's it. And 
then you have an amazing loaf of fresh, 


warm, bread. 
roma & theory goes. | did a little 


fesearch, and there's something called No- 
Knead Bread. Evidently it was all the rage 
a few years back and, judging from all the 
food blogs out there, | am quite possibly 
the last person to unearth this little trend. 

{t is crazy-simple. You stir flour, water, 
salt and a tiny bit of yeast together and 
then it pretty much just sits there and 
does its thing until it's time to bake it. No 
kneading required. The skeptic in me was 
doubtful, but it had too many rave 
reviews to ignore. 

So we are going to attempt this 
famous bread. All it really requires is a lot 
of time to rise. 

Start time: 8:40 pm. | rummaged through 
my cupboards and found an acceptably 
large bowl. Then | got out my regular, 
unbleached white flour and dumped three 
cups of it into the bowl, along with the 
yeast and salt. Finally, | poured in the water, 
grabbed a big spoon and stirred. 

in no time | had created a wet and sticky 
mess, nothing like typical bread dough. So 
wet it would have been pretty much impos- 
sible to knead, even if you wanted to. But 
according to everything | had read, that's 
exactly what | was hoping for. 

| glanced at the clock: 8:43 pm. All that 
was left to do was cover the bowl with 
plastic wrap. And then it just had to sit on 
my kitchen counter—for between 12 and 
18 hours. No stirring and no kneading 


fequired. Just sitting. This was not very 
needy bread dough. 

So there it sat, in all its gooey glorious- 
ness. A few peeks here and there proved 
the process seemed to be working. Tiny 
bubbles began dotting the surface and the 
dough was actually expanding. 

Fast forward a day, 
about 18 hours later. 

| ripped off a large 
piece of parchment 
paper, sprinkled it 
with flour and 
plunked the dough 
onto it. The sticky, 
Messy dough. But it 
did manage to come 
out of the bow! OK. 
This was where | was 
supposed to sprinkle 
the dough with a bit 
of flour and fold it 
over onto itself once 
or twice. Only it was 
still so wet and sticky 
that it didn’t really 
fold. But | did manage 
to move it around a bit. Then | covered it 
again and let it rest for 15 minutes. Time 
investment: two minutes, 


THE NEXT STEP was shaping it into a ball, 
as quickly as possible. Out came another 
piece of parchment and more flour. The idea 
was to plop the ball on the parchment, 
seam side up. | can only say my dough 
vaguely resembled a ball, and it seemed to 
be missing a seam. Oh well, onto the parch- 
ment it went to rise for another two hours. 
Time investment: three minutes. 

Once it had risen for one-and-a-half 
hours, | dug out my heavy enamel pot 
(you need a heavy pot, with a lid), and 
stuck it in the oven, empty. Then | turned 
the oven on to 450° and let the oven and 
pot preheat together. Time investment: 
less than a minute. 


for dusting 


15/8 cups water 
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NO-KNEAD BREAD 
HE WEW YORK TIMES—ADAPTED FROM 
IM LAHEY, SULLIVAN STREET BAKERY) 


3 cups all-purpose or bread flour, more 


1 1/4 teaspoon instant yeast 
1 1/4 teaspoons salt 


JM 


CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
IN BUSINESS 


GRILLED BROME LAKE DUCK BREAST 
WITH HOMEMADE SMOKED DUCK SAUSAGE 


oe 
OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 
For more details and the full menu visit www jacksgrill.ca 


Reservations: 780-43413 | 


With a recipe this simple, it would be silly not to 


Final stage. | took the hot pot out of the 
oven, carefully plunked the dodgh in, stuck 
the lid on and baked it for 30 minutes. So my 
dough had risen, but it didn't really look like 
a ball. And when | lifted the parchment and 
tried to flip it,into the pot, it kind of stuck. 
More flour on the parchment next time | 
guess. But it did 
come off, with a bit 
of tugging and 
pulling. And by the 
time it made it into 
the pot it looked like 
a big mess of shape- 
less dough. But even 
if it hadn't stuck, | 
really don’t think it 
would have looked 
much different. Time 
investment: three 
minutes, 

That baked for 
30 minutes. But my 
house was not 
filled with the tan- 
talizing smell of 
freshly baking 
bread. Then | took off the lid and baked it 
for another 15 minutes. And guess what? 
It actually looked like bread. 

| heaved up the pot, dumped the loaf onto 
a rack to cool, and went for a walk. Physical- 
ly removing myself from the kitchen was my 
only way of ensuring that | didn’t rip off a 
hunk immediately. And, as all good bread 
eaters know, you aren't supposed to mess 
with a loaf of bread when it's piping hot 

My walk was short. | grabbed my 
bread knife and some butter and proceed- 
ed to attack. It was truly amazing 
bread—trisp crust, chewy interior and 
bursting with flavour. And it even smelled 
like fresh bread now. 

| love this recipe. You can serve fresh 
bread whenever you want, with pretty 
much no effort. The best non-investment 
of my time ever. w 


The Sutton Plex Hott 
10235. 10) Stree 
Edmonton, Alberts 
780.428.7111 © Fox 780.441 3098 
info, edmonton@suttonplsce.com 


Reservations 1.866.378.8866 
Www. sultonpiage.com 


Fabulous Dining... 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other focal 
fare. 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 


780-455-0443 


14911 Stony Plain Road 


Japanese / Vietnamese 
Restaurant & Bar 
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Cast your ballot! 


Let your tastebuds decide! 


Maybe it’s the perogies that practically melted your mouth. Maybe it’s the samosas 
that sent your senses into orbit. Maybe it’s the chocolate creation that lives on in your 
memory and calls out to you every time you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


EAT! 


Have your say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favourites in the categories 
below. Help the places you like win a coveted 11th Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fork 
Award. Read the results -and more— on May 14. For your ballot to count, you must 
give answers in at least 10 categories and include your name, address, daytime phone 
number and email address. : 


VOTE! 


His and Hers Specialized Bikes courtesy of Revolution Cycle! 
These amazing bikes have a value of $1200! 4 
PLUS: a dozen runners-up will receive dinner for two! 


WIN! 


BEST DISHES 


BEST RESTAURANTS 


OTHER BESTS 


* Appetizers * Overall best 

* Soups * Restaurant (Fine dining) 
* Salads * Restaurant (Mid price) 
* Breads * Restaurant (Budget) 

* Steaks * Breakfast 

« Venison ¢ Brunch 

* Deli ¢ Bakery 

¢ Sushi * Coffee shop 

« Tapas * Tea shop 
* Pub food ¢ Bavarian 

* Dim sum * Greek 

* Sandwiches ° French 

* Hamburgers * Italian/pasta 

French fries * Chinese 

* Wraps ¢ Thai” 

° Pizza *¢ Japanese 

* Desserts ¢ East Indian/Tandoori 


* Chicken wings * Mexican/Latin American 


* Sweets ¢ Seafood 

* Organic * Vegetarian 
* Takeout ¢ African 

* Butcher * Continental 


¢ Snacks (pretzels, bagels) ¢ Pub 


THIS IS YOUR OFFICIAL BALLOT. SEND IT IN! 


DAYTIME PH*: 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
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* New restaurant 

¢ Pre-theatre dining 

¢ Restaurant for lovers 
* Innovative menu 

° Wine list 

¢ Beer list 

¢ When going solo 

* Late night/all night 

* Weekend brunch 

* Service 

* Sports bar 

* Patio 

° Hotel restaurant 

¢ Wine store 

* For people watching 
¢ Kid friendly 

* Indie grocery/market 


* Beer store 
* Food festival 
* Ultimate dining experience 


¢ Mediterranean 
* Middle Eastern 


MAIL ANSWERS TO: 


Vue Weekly’s 11th Annual Golden Fork Awards 


TN cocy 


10303-108 St 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSI 1L7 


TORY 
AWARDS 
2009 


or FAX: 780.426.2889 
email: fork@vueweekly.com 
or online at www.goldenforkawards.com 


Entries must be received nolater | 
than 5 pm, May 5 2009 


‘This year VUE Weekly will offer two awards 
in each category. One for independent and one 
for chain. 


*Chain will be defined as son-Edmenton operated 
of locations in other cities (exceptions may exis!) 
*Chaio may not be awarded in all categones 

ADo yon know of any ehain African restaurants 
in Edmomioa?) 


Dead Frog a dead ringer? 


es the border already in a 
ible. Dead Frog Brewery is a 
based in Aldergrove, BC 
b of Vancouver). It’s a very 
pec only opened up 
s found a way to triple its 
tio in those two years. 
ntry into Alberta would normally 
nassuming—we have a num- 
BC micros available in the 
e. But there is one little matter 
it more newsworthy: it’s being 


its beer, but over its bottle. 
Both bottle their beer in clear 
glass with a distinct rounded shape. Each 
embosses the bottle with a raised logo— 
Sleeman with its classic beaver and 
maple leaf surrounded by the brewery 
name; Dead Frog with a splayed frog (pre- 
sumably dead) and the brewery name cut- 
ting across its middle. 

Despite the lawsuit (more on that ina 
moment), Dead Frog has sent three of its 
beers to Alberta: a pale ale, a standard 
lager and a nut brown ale. On tasting, the 
beer is quite distinct from Sleeman’s main 
line of Cream, Honey Brown Lager and Sil- 
ver Creek Lager. So that can't be the issue. 

Dead Frog's lager and pale ale are 
nothing special. Both are the usual exam- 


Banzai! 


ple of these styles—muted and uninspir- 
ing. The brown ale, on the other hand, 
offers a decent dark ale. 

The brown ale splashes into the glass a 
deep reddish-brown 
with a thick, light- 
tan head. The aroma 
is subdued, offering 
only a touch of 
Caramel and nut. On 
the first sip, there’s 
a delicate malt 
Sweetness along 
with a hint of 
Caramel! at the tip of 
the tongue. Nutti- 
ness comes along 
the middle and the 
beer finishes with a 
drying combination 
of moderate bitter- 
ness and subtle 
toastiness. 

The beer finishes 
a bit thin for the 
style, and it has a 
bit of a metallic aftertaste, but it does 
offer a more complex flavour profile than 
Big Rock Traditional, for example. It's not 
a Classic brown ale, but it's easily worthy 
of a second bottle. 


AND, OF COURSE, it is that bottle that's 
the issue these days. Sleeman considers 
the design an infringement on its trade- 
mark. In defence of the.lawsuit Sleeman 
CEO John Sleeman has said: “Sleeman 


Former Japanese Village owner 
comes out of retirement 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 

f you've ever found yourself hav- 
irs to decide whether to spend 

big bucks on some quality sushi 
or just pick up whatever is sitting 
around at the grocery store, your 
perfect middle ground exists on 
Edmonton's southside, where Ted 
Asai, former owner and operator of 
Edmonton’s Japanese Village, is 
waiting for you at his fast-food cre- 
ation: Banzai Restaurant. 

When Asai turned 50 years old 
he was feeling burnt out and 
thinking of retiring. He got out of 
the Edmonton Japanese Village 


BANZAY RESTAURANT 
B00 CALGARY TRAIL, 780.434.8268 
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location in 1998, but the semi- 
retired lifestyle left him bored. 
With his extensive experience, an 
increasing consumer demand for 
Japanese food and a little bit of 
research into similar concepts, 
Asai decided he would convert his 
high-end authentic Japanese 
restaurant expertise into a quicker 
option catered to a North Ameri- 


will always vigorously defend its trade- 


marks, especially where my family’s her- 
itage is concerned.” 

Sleeman says the distinct, clear, 
embossed bottle 
Originates with John 
Sleeman’s grandfa- 
ther more than 100 
years ago, and that 
Dead Frog's bottle 
matches too closely 
to the design of that 
historic bottle. 

In its own 
defence, Dead Frog 
owner Derrick 
Smith says that 
“Sleeman does not 
have a monopoly 
on clear-glass beer 
bottles, and that in 
any event the pub- 
lic is not likely to 
be confused 
because of Dead 
Frog's prominent 
name, slogans and frog logo.” 

Dead Frog contends the case is some- 
thing of a slapsuit. “The big guys try to 
intimidate the little guys, who then often 
back off—but we're not going to do that. 
We're 109 per cent sure that we're in the 
right here,” says Smith. 

Looking at the bottles, it's easy to see 
both sides. At first glance the bottles are 
eerily similar—same rounded shape, 
same raised glass logos. It would be 


faive to think that Dead Frog accidentally 
stumbled across that particular design. 

However, are they close enough to be 

trademark infringement? There are noted dif- 
ferences in the design. The Dead Frog bottle 
Is More pronounced in its roundedness, and 
the logos bear no similarity to each other. 

Plus we can't forget that Sleeman has 
national distribution and is in virtually 
every liquor store in the country, while 
Dead Frag has limited distribution in BC 
and a handful of stores in Alberta and the 
Yukon. It cam hardly be considered a 
threat to the Japanese-owned Sleeman 

Is this a tase of big boy bullying little 
guy? Or a matter of a newbie trying to take 
a shortcut to notoriety? My opinion is that 
while Dead Frog may be trying to be inten- 
tionally provocative, it’s difficult to under- 
stand why Sleeman cares so much. After 
all, most breweries package their beer in 
industry-standard brown bottles without 
fearing confusion among consumers 
What's so different about clear bottles? 

Plus, I’m flummoxed to understand 
why either company would want to put 
their beer in clear bottles. Beer is highly 
sensitive to sunlight, and can be skunked, 
causing a pungent skunk-like smell and 
flavour, within an hour or less. Why take 
the risk when brown bottles elegantly 
solve that problem? 

Ultimately, a judge will decide (the case 
is scheduled for hearing later this year). But 
in the meantime you can buy both, closely 
examine the bottles while sampling their 
contents and decide for yourself. w 


can palate. By merging the con- 
venience and price of Edo or 
Tokyo Express with the quality of 
ingredients and Japanese food 
Asai was used to, Banzai Restau- 
rant was created. 

So as not to be confused with 
some of the other Japanese fast food 
options in Edmonton, Asai has 
worked hard to make the atmosphere 
of Banzai unique, and the quality of 
food relative to his experience with 
Japanese Village. He has meshed 
modern Japanese décor with a self- 
service concept that helps to keep 
sushi bills low. Seating ranges from 
open tables to intimate booths to bar- 
style high stools. The walls have been 
decked out with one-of-a-kind sushi 
canvasses and Banzai graffiti, thanks 
to the artistic talent of his son 
Alexander Asai. 

One of the best things that Asai 
brought with him to Banzai is the 
sesame and ginger sauce reminiscent of 
the Japanese Village flavour. For $7.95, 
you can take home a bottle of his 


sesame, ginger and teriyaki sauce or a 
bottle of Japanese salad dressing. You 
can also pre-order a party tray of sushi 


ASAI IS HAPPY with his transition from 


the high-end restaurant scene to the 
express food experience at Banzai. 

“At Japanese Village the commit- 
ment was 120 per cent of my time. I 
had to be at the restaurant, attend- 
ing to customers, advertising, pro- 
motions, basically everything. Here 
we have reorganized the company. 
Each of the locations has a manag- 
er/partner who is active in the 
restaurant. Now my time is spent 
more like 40 per cent family, 30 per 
cent work, and 40 per cent on my 
golf game,” laughs Asai. 

Having achieved a better balance 
in his life, Asai is free to sit back 
and watch his new endeavour grow. 
No word yet on the strength of his 
golf game, but with two Banzai 
locations in Calgary and one in 
Edmonton, that 30 per cent work 
seems to be going well. vw 
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Dine with us. 


Breakfast + Luneh« Dinner 


11361 JASPER AVE 


erving Edmonton For Ov 


(780) 485-0984 ~~ teddys.ca 


Book your group 


funchion now. 


60 Years 


Well worth the lineup 


Zuppa Café convinces Vue’s lineup-averse reviewer 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

‘m not too fond of lineups and, 
| Fe frankly, lineups don’t much 

like me. It doesn’t matter where I 
am or what I'm in line for; everything 
that can possibly go wrong always 
does. Something breaks or jams or 
both; the cashier is “in training” and 
on his/her very first shift; the person 
in front of me forgot something and 
“runs” to get it while everyone else 
waits; they run out of whatever I’ve 
lined up for in the first place. Oh, and 
| always pick the wrong line. Always. 

Given the general dislike lines and I 
have for each other, I now try to avoid 
them, whenever and however possi- 
ble. But that little practice has left me 


MON -FAl(7AM- 4M) 
ZUPPA CAFE 


S643 110 ST, 700.482.0741 


— 
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=— 
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in a bit of a quandary lately. Numer- 
ous people of the downtown variety 
have extolled the virtues of Zuppa 
Café—but always with a “but.” As in, 
“But it’s always so busy that there’s a 
long lineup at lunch. It's no big deal 
though—tt goes really fast.” 

Since a fast lineup is kind of like an 
oxymoron to me, I devised a lovely 
scheme to circumvent the whole das- 
tardly let’s-pretend-we're-in-kinder- 
garten thing. I'd have a late lunch. 


The masses would be gone and | 
could simply breeze in, order and eat 

Zuppa is tucked away in the bottom 
of a big high-rise, just west of the leg- 
islature buildings and a mere block 
from the congestion of 109 Street. 
Technically, it’s downtown—but it 
seems a world away. There are big, 
tall trees lining the streets, historic 
buildings scattered throughout the 
neighbourhood, a school across the 
street and free parking right at the 
side of the building. 

I recruited a fellow lineup boy 
cotter and we whizzed effortlessly 
into one of many empty parking 
stalls. At 1:30 on a sunny Thursday 
afternoon, there was no lineup in 
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ADVENTURE & ACCOMODATION 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE SOON! 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


Deluxe room with 2 queen beds 

One ski pass per adult for one of the Big Three Resorts: 
(Sunshine Village, Lake Louise or Mount Norquay) 

Free deluxe continental breakfast 

Three-story waterslide, indoor pool, hot tab 

and fitness room 

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY (OFFER ENDS MAY 14, 2009) 


TERISF 
INCREDIBLE S 9 g” 


2009 SGD 
2009 
PACKAGE PER PERSON, PER NIGHT (PLUS TAXES) 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
www.canmoreinn.com 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
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sight. There was, however, an intox- 
icating smell swirling around us, No 
small feat considering it was battling 
forces with exhaust, rubber and 
innumerable other unidentifiable 
downtown odours. 

We followed the wondrous smell 
into the little café and stopped. a 
glass display case filled with fresh 
pasta, Sandwiches and other assort- 
ed goodies demanded our attention. 
We inspected it carefully, but also 
snuck a few glances at the menu 
posted up on the wall. 

That's when our brilliant let’s- 
have-a-late-lunch gambit blew up. 
The pasta of the day—Beef Bolog- 
nes€—was neatly but firmly crossed 
out. Zuppa makes pasta every 
morning, from scratch, and evident- 
ly it's lineup worthy, or so the lack 
of it would suggest. 


ON TO PLAN B. since Zuppa also 
bakes fresh focaccia every moming, 
my focaccia-obsessed friend simply 
had to have the grilled veggie sand- 
wich on herb focaccia ($5.75). After 
Scanning the other sandwich and 
salad options, | opted for the Vegetari- 
an Wrap ($7.50). And since 1 was too 
late for the daily pasta special, | added 
a bowl of the daily soup ($2), a vegan 
veggie blend, to my wrap. 

We placed our order at the line- 
up-free cash register and paid cash. 
That's all they take so, unless you 
want to leave hungry, bring some. 
Or a friend with some. Then we 
took our little napkin bundles of 
cutlery and claimed one of only a 
few empty tables. 

The room itself isn’t big, but it’s 
bright and cheery. The mix of 
floor-to-ceiling windows, high 
ceilings, an open kitchen and 
assorted shades of yellow scat- 
tered throughout make it easy to 
kick back and relax in. So that’s 
what we did while we waited for 
junch, after grabbing a couple of 
glasses of water from the handy 
water cooler. 

Lunch didn’t take long, but it was 
kind of nice to glance into the kitchen 
and see what stage everything was at 
in the whole putting-everything- 


together process, And when it did 
come, one fleeting glance was all it 
took to figure out I had ordered far 
too much food 

Everything seemed to be overflow- 
ing. My grilled wrap threatened to 
€scape from the plate; thick slices of 
red pepper and fresh organic greens 
threatened to escape from it. More 
organic greens, dressed in a light and 
tangy vinaigrette and tossed with 
chunks of tomatoes, cucumbers, 
onions and feta, occupied every spare 
inch of the plate. Even the soup 
looked like it was about to burst out 
of the bowl at any moment. 

I took a deep breath and dove in, 
The wrap was decidedly delicious 
Those runaway pieces of red pepper 
and organic greens were joined by 
chunks of cucumber and feta, and 
everything was tossed in a balsamic 
vinaigrette. The pita was warm and 
just slightly crispy, the dressing added 
flavour without turning everything 
Into a soggy mess’and it was all 
exceptionally fresh 


PARTWAY THROUGH, | remembered 


the soup. Kind of greeny-brown with 
a chunky-pureed texture, it could 
only be described as interesting. But 
one spoonful led to another and 
another and another; it had asserted 
a bizarre addictive power over me 
It seemed to be a conglomeration of 
mushrooms, carrots, onions, 
spinach, potatoes and broccoli and, 
surprisingly enough, they all got 
along quite well together. A peppery 
punch just added to my pleasure 
Probably not for everyone, but my 
taste buds were thrilled 

The focaccia sandwich on the other 
side of the table simply disappeared. | 
did hear a brief grumble though; 
something about so much cheddar 
smothering the roasted red peppers 
and zucchini that the incredible focac- 
cia couldn't be fully appreciated. 

We couldn't resist grabbing a deca- 
dent chocolate/white chocolate 
chunk cookie on our way out the 
door—I had to make up for the 
healthy soup, after all. 

Zuppa Caf€ was good. Very good. 
Maybe even lineup worthy. v 
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cling 421.9463. 


and textures of vegetarian and vegan cook- 
ing while also ensuring that participants. 
learn how to craft nutritionally balanced 
meals. Featuring lectures, demonstrations 
and hands-on participation, Vegan-Vege- 
tarian Cuisine: Doing It Right! will help par- 
ticipants to be nearly experts by the time 
they're done. The course runs for three 
Tuesdays, Apr 14, 21 and 28, from 6 pm - 
10 pmat NATIT, and the cost of the program 
is $255. For more information, visit nait.ca 
or call 780.471.7400. 


Devine Wines will be hosting a 2005 
Bourdeaux tasting next Thu, Apr 16 at7 
pm. Regarded as a great year for the vari- 
ety, this particular tasting is being consid- 
ered a “last kick at oo by deVine, 
and an opportunity to pick up some sur- 
prisingly delicious bargains, These types 
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THREE ISN'T A CROWD! 
NG MENU $45 PER PERSON. 


THREE COURSE DINNER PREPARED BY CHEF DAVID CRUZ 
EDMONTON'S 2008 GOLD MEDAL PLATES CHAMPION’ 


THE TASTING MENI) [5 NOW PART OF RIVER:-CRES's NEB Dine: 
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VISIT: RIVERGREERESORT.COM FOR DETANS 
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Easter Sunday Brunch 
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FANTASY 
GRILL 


Buffet brunch $25 per person 


1:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 


Sea food brunch $30 
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_ DRESS BY JWLA; BAG BY KENNETH COLE; 
SHOES BY NINE WEST (BELLA MAAS) 


. SHIRT BY RESTERODS; SHORT AND SCARF 
BY OBEY (HG2); OXFORDS BY MARC (WENER SHOES) 
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GALLERY; OBEY SHORT (HG2) _ 


> SHIRT BY RESTERODS, SHORT AND 
SCARF BY OBEY (HG2); OXFORDS BY MARC (WENER SHOES 


Boyfriend Jeans by Rich N Skinny, Tag, and Fidelity. Loose & Relaxed fit perfect with Stilettos of 4 Flat 


William Rast, True Religion, Joe's, Miss Me, Mek, Hudson, Seven's, Fidelity, Rock & Republic, Rich N Skinny, Tag, Esprit, Blank, Citizens of Humanity, Splendid, Ella Moss, Daftbird, 
duley Couture Apparel, Accessories & Footwear, Bitchin Beads, 88 Dakota, Anama, Vera Moda, Kenneth Cole, Ugg Australia, Nine West, Tolani Scarves, Love Quotes and much more! 


11 Athabascan Ave #148 #370 5 Giroux Rd. 


417-3562 BOUTIQUE 470-7467 


10725 124 Street NW Edmonton, AB TSMOH2 —_P.780482 1200 
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Great New Spring Lines 
Arriving Daily! 
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Easy Rider is stoked to bring you the 
newest and best thing to do on the 
water - Stand Up Paddle! 


www. TheEasyRider.com 
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BlackBerry® Pearl™ 
8130 smartphone 


$29.99 


(3 year term) 
No term $499.99 
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BlackBerry® Pearl™ Flip 
8230 smartphone 


$49.99 


(3 year term) 
No term $449.99 
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Fort Saskatchewan 
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5 Hoods : 9914 10Grd St. 
a multimedia fanatic, we have a smartphone that’s just right 
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for you. And with TELUS, you'll get 3G speed in more places# 
112 - 5906 60th St. 
Visit us in-store or at telusmobility.com/smartfit today, and 
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we'll help you find your perfect fit. 
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the CKUA Spring Campaign 
Early Bird draw is on now 


Pledge online at ckua.com for your chance 
to win an iPod Touch 
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And - all EARLY BIRD pledges are automatically 
entered into the full slate of campaign prize draws, 
including a trip for two to Vietnam. 
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10436 WHYTE AVE 
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7 JACK@CHERRYONWHYTE.COM> 


THE ONLY STORE IN ALBERTA TO CARRY THE COMPLETE CROCS LINE 
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Word 
foot. 


Word's getting around about Blundstone 
boots. Words like: Comfortable, durable, 
dry, easy, cool, relaxed, sensible, fun, 


stable and lace-free. Once they've had 
a pair, people just can’t say enough 
good things about them. Try a 
pair for yourself. Yes, 
these boots are 
made for talking. 


Pull on comfort since 1870. 


Campers Village ~ 10951-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439~1637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 

- West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 


Wener Shoes ~ 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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what you need for triathlon 


find it here... 
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Endangered species 


A child’s imagination is slowly snuffed out in Extinction Song 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


rtists tend to celebrate the 
imagination more than 
most. It's not one of their 


more esoteric or unexpected traits, 
of course: all but the staunchest of 
realists will spend a fair amount of 
‘time off in their own head when 
creating, and those that make a 
living at it have a vested interest 
in convincing you that such imagi- 
native acts are worthwhile. To dis- 


parage make-believe is to + 


disparage artistic endeavour as a 
whole, and so we end up with a lot 
of works that equate a lack or loss 
of imagination with deficient 
humanity, the harsh, unforgiving 
world killing something that 
makes us beautiful. (This isn’t to 
say that isn’t necessarily true, just 
that the opinion is coming from an 
inherently biased viewpoint.) 

And so, from the moment we 
hear Ron Pederson’s seven-year-old 
fabulist, James, howling from the 
top of his bed, we know we're lis- 
tening to the death throes of some- 
thing important—innocence, 
perhaps, or at least a practiced 
defensive ignorance, a mindset that 
filters pain and despair into some- 
thing manageable for a young 
mind. Ron Jenkins’ Extinction 
Song, which will follow James 
through a particularly tumultuous 
two days, captures the exuberance 
and importance of that imaginative 
exercise, and yet still seems to miss 
something vital about it. Namely, 
like a-lot of artists, Jenkins fails to 
recognize the inherent problems 
with imagination: it’s an escape, a 
vacation from reality that leaves 
your problems on the doorstep, 
waiting for you when you return. 

James is an unhappy child who 
seemingly has a lot to escape 
from, but his problems mostly 
stem from one place: his father, a 
Mountie, is distant at the best of 
times and abusive at the worst, 
both of these extremes fuelled by 
Labatt 50. To distance himself 
from such a beast, James imagines 
he was raised by wolves, concoct- 
ing a full mythology, relegating his 
parents to the dismissive roles of 
“Steplady” and “Mountie Man.” 
When his story gets him in trouble 
at schoo] for lying—the figures of 
authority, of course, have no time 
for flights of fancy—his parents tell 
him to cut it out. Faced with being 
“extincted,” James instead hatches 
a plan to kill the Mountie Man, 
preserving his fantasy. 


UNTIL SUN, APR 19 
TUE- SAT (7:30PM); SUN (1:30 PM & 7:30 PM) 


EXTINCTION SONG 
WRITTEN DIRECTED BY RON JENKINS 
STARRING ROM PEDERSON 

TAME ICETHEATRE (928-101A AVE, 
$35-$5 


REVUE 


THIS IS ALL brought to vivid life by Ped- 


erson, who captures the raw emotions 
of a child, as well as the drunken boor- 
ishness of the father, beautifully. 
There's some danger in making a 
grown man play child, but Pederson 
never seems like a man in oversized 
pajamas: he manages to restrain his 
childlike lack of restraint just enough, 
whether he’s tearing around the stage 
in an Indian headdress or huddléd in a 
ball, weeping and waiting in a frozen 
car, abandoned by his father, Pederson 
also strikes a nice balance between his 
innocence being funny and bitter- 
sweet, with just enough crossover that 
the moments of levity are honest 
breaths of fresh air,, while the darkness 
still relentlessly encroaches. 

It should also be said that Jenkins 
gives Pederson a lot to work with in 
terms of emotional range: Jenkins has 
a good eye and a natural rhythm for 
dynamics, and much of the play’s 
emotional punch and humour comes 
from the interplay of James as wide- 
eyed child with James as disturbed 
young boy, both of which Jenkins is 
highly attuned to. But until the end of 


the play, Jenkins seems unaware, or at 
least uninterested, in the parallels 
between James’ thinking and his 
father’s drinking. James’ escapes are 
all excitement and joy, though also 
clear security blankets: he runs to the 
wolves just when things are getting to 
be their worst, whether it’s after being 
told to give up his fantasies or being 
forgotten in a freezing car. And 
though he responds with violence to 
the idea of this world being taken 
away, there’s no suggestion that it 
may be doing him some harm, and no 
acknowledgement that this act unites 
father and son until the play's close. 
There's certainly nothing wrong in 
a formal or entertainment sense with 
what Jenkins and Pederson have cre- 
ated here: it’s a funny and touching 
look at a child trying to cope with life. 
But like its protagonist, it hasn't 
entirely shaken off its own inno- 
cence, making its world a bit more 
simple than it really should be. w 


Avon calling 


The Bard proves to be Belke’s dark lac 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com_ 

t's the stage direction that’s been 
isstaine Shakespeare directors 

ever since it was written: “exit, 
pursued by bear.” Found in A Winter's 
Tale and only rivaled in staging diffi- 
culty by it’s precursor, “Enter Bear,” 
it's the doozy design point that’s cat- 
alyzed more strange and creative 
interpretations than any other direc- 
tion in the Shakespeare canon. 

“Shakespeare had it easy: there 
was a bear-baiting pit down the 
street,” says David Belke, an audible 
grin lining his words. “He could just 
go out and borrow a bear. Not so 
easy nowadays. [It’s] hard to get one 
on stage, let alone in the city.” 

But For Belke, it was a launching 
pad, a “good starting point for a little 
comedy scene.” That scene, written 
about a youthful designer's struggle 
to stage the entrance/exit of a furry 
beast, became one of about 20 skits, 
sketches and scenes that Belke’s 
penned for Exit, Pursued by Bard, 
his tribute to the works of and world 
surrounding Shakespeare. 

The show includes a few brief 
“sequels” that pick up where the bard 
left off, accounts of backstage treach- 
ery and “the real reason The Tempest's 
Prospero went into exile.” Belke’s even 
written a couple of poems for Exit, 
which he admits is farther than he 
thought he'd take it. The Bard turned 
out to be a particularly fruitful muse. 

“It was kind of daunting; when I 
first envisioned this thing, I thought 
it was going to be a 90-minute, one- 
act show,” Belke says. “Maybe we'd 
have 12 scenes, or maybe 15 at the 
most. I kept getting ideas, so I kept 
writing and writing. Before I knew it, 
Thad 20 little things.” 


THE AMOUNT OF MILEAGE that Belke's 
managed to get riffing on Shake- 
speare isn’t hard to understand when 
you consider just how deep his love 
of the Bard goes. It stretches well 
into his back-catalogue, in early 


works like The Maltese Bodkin, which 


THU, APRS SUN, APR 19 


EXIT, PURSUED BY BARD 
DIRECTED BY TROY O'DONNELL 

WRITTEN BY DAVID BELKE 

STARRING MATT ALDEN, TOM EDWARDS 
NATASHA NAPALEAG, REBECCA STARK 
VARSCONA THEATRE (10828 ~B3 AVE), $15- ‘2 
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reimagined the cast of Richard |// | 
the private eye stylings of a film noir 

“kind of felt like it was a good lim 
to go back to my inspiration and ' 
roots, in some ways,” Belke explains 
“Shakespeare's always been ; 
my life, and as a playwright, ther: 
escaping the guy, that’s for sure 

“Shakepeare’s so much a part ( 
our culture and our lives,” he con 
ues. “Shakespeare‘s"languas« 
vades our language, our idioms, ou! 
world. His themes and stories ai 
familiar for people who haven't eve! 
seen the plays.” 

Belke had three of Exil's scrin!s 
written before he started working on 
the show, or even knew there woul 


_ be a full evening to fit them int 


They'd been written in anticipal: 
of other variety nights like The Gu" 
Best Bits, a sometimes-annual Shed 
ow Theatre fundraiser that colle:' 
Shakespearean shorts, like the one 
Belke’s assembled here but !'0" 
variety of playwrights and actors 

It’s been a few years since th 
Bits were put on a stage, howev"! 
and in their absence, this Be!’ 4 
penned Exit is filling the vo'° 
offered Belke a new challenge °° 
well: designing an entire eve!” 
around vignettes instead 0! °™ 
complete, lengthy story. . 

“J've never created a play, OF @“"" 
lection, like this before,” °° i 
admits. “Every time I’ve writte? © 
the theatre, it’s been with one !” 
and one plotline and one s!0! 
So it’s been an interesting pro" 
shaping it and putting it all togell” 
It’s a very different show for ™* ‘ 
what's the point of being an a!" 
you don't stretch yourself?” ¥ 


are 


; Snyder @ Associates 
-Proudly Present- 


Friday, April 17, 2€ 
All Saints Anglican Cathedral 
TQ035 = 103.8 mtreet 


s 
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Ss 
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Tickets: S] 
TIX 6a 
780-420-1 
figm LS *h LOT 


i ; 
SL3.and are ay vattable fr. 
hare, 9930 - 102 Ave 
www.tixonthesquarc Cc | 
| 1 
Rembers or at the door | 
For Group fates (2 20+) ee all 780-982-9916 
for more information visit our websi 
Www greenwoodsingers ore 


Smooth Jazz 


SNYDER. San 
GASOCUTES wt Wop WVUEWEEKLY GAs iidation “OM vec 
SceOR TEES @ OLICTTORS 8 TLNER CASGRADN - cou! 


WY 


IF WE DIDN'T WORK 
FOR CKUA, MAYBE WE 
COULD WIN THIS COOL 
iPOU TOUCH. 


| Pledge online at ckua.com for 
your chance to win an iPod Touch 


And - all EARLY BIRD pledges are 
automatically entered into the full 
slate of campaign prize draws, 
including a trip for two to Vietnam. 


TVNIOTEO " 


Learn more at ckua.com 


ckua 


94.9 fm www.ckua.com s 


Ty 
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MACEWAN 


Attend an information session! 
April 22 * 7 pm * Room 296 
10045 - 156 Street, Edmonton 
no pre- 


ee ~ ee 
registration required 


For more info: 780.497.4408 


ARTS AND 


ULTURAL 
MANAGEMENT 


PART-TIME. - FULL-TIME 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 


- ONLINE: 


www.MacEwan.ca/ArtsManagement 
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Get Naked 


HOPSCOTCH 


JOSEF BRAUN 
hopscotch @vueweekly.com 


In the 50 years since its publication, 
Naked Lunch has surely repelled more 
potential readers than it's attracted, yet 
anyone compelled to work through 
William S Burroughs’ seminal work knows 
how eerily fresh it remains, despite the 
novel's refrain of putrefaction. Perhaps it 
endures because ofits still-arresting 
insights into the nature of addiction—a 
public health issue that does not seem to 
go away—that Burroughs renders in such 
a multitude of forms it becomes a multi- 
purpose metaphor of almost singular reso- 
nance. Perhaps it’s because the puzzle 
pattern of the text never yields to full 
cohesion, remaining tantalizingly just 
beyond our grasp. After all, Bill Lee, Bur- 
roughs’ alter ego and the closest Naked 
Lunch has to a protagonist, seems always 
to be departing, always refusing to sit for 
his appointed interrogations. Perhaps it’s 
the flamboyant grotesquerie and gallows 
humour, since besides Swift I'm not sure 
of any writer who's mixed this particular 
cocktail so deftly. Though he’s testified to 
the contrary, Burroughs was indeed an 
entertainer. 

Naked Lunch is a lot of things, among 
them memoir, satire, science-fiction, 
vaudeville, metaphysical travelogue, 
hard-boiled junky pulp, grand guignol, 
pharmacological dissertation, avant- 
garde prose poem, hardcore pornogra- 
phy and, as the author attests in the 
final passage, “a blueprint, a How-To 
book,” presumably on how to generate 
more like material, which Burroughs 
energetically followed. But while we 
can argue over how it might be finessed 
in some parts—personally, | think the 
abrupt interruption of the “Hauser and 
O'Brien” sequence so late in the game 
by the belated “preface” kind of drops 
the ball—Naked Lunch is not random. 
Burroughs was a frequently masterful 
storyteller, if a rigorously fragmentary 
one. His first editors were Allen Gins- 
berg and Jack Kerouac, friends as well 
as fellow writers who knew Burroughs 
probably better than anyone and would 
have had a keen sense of how best to— 
literally—collect these pages from the 
floor and arrange them. For so much of 
Naked Lunch the accumulation of story 
fragments follows a propulsive internal 
logic and thematic causality, developing 
associations, characters, theses and 
sense of place, undulating and building 
like some demented mock-opera. 


“| CAN FEEL the heat closing in...” It 
begins as New York crime fiction, allow- 
ing us our genre bearings, however 
briefly, immediately introducing the 
motifs of-escape and paranoia. Bill Lee is 
on the run, and once he gets going the 
fleeing from one place to another never 
lets up. He soon encounters Doctor Ben- 
way, the quintessential Burroughs cre- 
ation, a fountain of sinister wisdom and 
wisecracks, a villain of vampiric brilliance 
who represents the most innocuous and 
dangerous forms of societal control. He's 
also good for ribald irreverence toward 


the human, body, bragging about how he 


once performed an appendectomy wit) 
rusty sardine can. The US will bleed j;), 
Latin America, into North Africa, into 
fecund and deadly “Interzone,” into ;; 
blue movie Edenic deathless adoles: 
orgy of bizarre intercourse and orgas; 
hangings that doubles as a prot 
against capital punishment. Wy; 
regaled about the man who taug! 
asshole to talk until the asshole took o 
a hysterically funny spin on parasitisy 
the habit taking control of its mas: 
also exemplifies the anal fixation 
Naked Lunet’s deep unease with ho. 
sexuality, this novel that careen 
countless scenes of oddly touching, for 
ative homoerotic bonding betweer 
and exceedingly graphic and ofte 

ly violent gay sex. 

The episodes of Naked Lunc 
and recede like persistent hally 
tions. But hallucinations are not 1 
fancy; they reconstruct and ren: 
experience. “Fall asleep read 
the words take on code signifi 
Burroughs deliberately blur 
spectives of half-sleep and \ 
fess, trusting that there's so 
value to be found along the 
And at its most lyrical, Burr 
prose displays an intoxicatior 
guage itself that inevitably aligr 
Joyce, sex and all. The comp 
images couples with the ache of 
ing memories. Following an act o 
tid sexual climax, Burroughs write 
train roars through him whistle 
.. boat whistle, foghorn, sky roc 
burst over oily lagoons ... p 
arcades open into a maze of dirty pi 
tures ...” And a paragraph later 
jumps like a broken ee : 
boys are old men ...” Over tt 
this one page we see ecs 
an effect most commonly at tribul 
death: cryptically, William Burrough 
life is flashing before our eyes 

If you know anything about Bu 
who died in 1997 at the age of 
know that his writing, idea 
phy are inextricably me 
probably know that in Mexico Ci 
1951 he accidentally shot and kill: 
wife, Joan Vollmer, while performin: 
drunken game of William Tell. 
eventually write about this event as '0' 
ever haunting him yet ironically function 
ing as the catalyst for his writin at 
but in Naked Lunch the only ghost o! 
memory of Vollmer appears and quick’) 
disappears at the close of one of one ° 
the more lucid autobiograph' 
episodes. In Cuernavaca or Taxco—" 
can’t remember which—Lee and “Jan 
smoke weed with some pimp and 
flees in a fit of paranoia, finally 
a bus on his own back to Mexico 
year later in Tangier,” he then writes 
heard she was dead.” 

David Cronenberg was right to 
his film of Naked Lunch.an overt ! 
of the novel and Burroughs’ life 
Vollmer’s death at the forefront 
roughs’ novel has been rightfully h 
ed for speaking dark truths about 
evils and human frailty, but in ™ 
blatant the foop that keeps Bill Le 
cling back to confront the horrific eY 
that formed the poisoned nuclev 


hy 
Fyne 
ner 


Burroughs’ work, Cronenberg’ss +! 


ent 
1 


was more naked by far. w 


, Design Plays 
fh Others is a some- 
ard collection of 
; tation by the 

Design classes (in both 


acked with work, and in 
} gallery setting it's often 
: to even get a good look at 
e work, let alone understand it 
mpletely. Add to this the uneven 
el of the work and it’s quite a bit to 
aki ein at once. 
But there’s another awkward com- 
exity that is specific to the BDes 
v. As well as being a chance for 
he grads to show off their best work, 
ie show and the catalogue fulfills a 
role in a way that the oth- 
rwise similar upcoming BFA show 
does not. Some portion of the class 
will be trying to get design jobs follow- 
g their graduation, and this is an 
chance for them to make an 
ession. This could be a stretch, but 
feel that perhaps this can help to 
(plain some of the strange choices in 
the show: it certainly explains the 
of business cards, nicely laid out 
for the viewer to take on a table with a 
“please do not touch” sign, or stuck 
into the metal of a lamp. It also per- 
haps begins to explain some of the 


heed to separate you? 


feels more like an avalanche than a collection 


WTI SAL, APT 

DESIGN PLAYS WELL 
WITH OTHERS 
BACHELOR OF DESIGN 208 GRADUATE BHITION 
FAB GALLERY (12ST 887 ANE) 


E 


> 


choices of what is on display, as a very 
large quantity of the work in Design 
Plays Well With Others feels unfortu 
nately like student exercises. 

Perhaps the grads feel that it’s 
important to.demonstrate that they are 
capable of following directions, as 


“that’s undeniably important if your 


immediate career goals involve work- 
ing in a cubicle at a design firm as their 
junior employee, but I find it quite baf- 
fling how many of the grads are willing 
to put up unexciting work, in this, their 
big show. The worst are the posters of 
industrial design projects—a necessary 
compromise, since it’s impossible for 
all of the full-size objects to be on dis- 
play, even if they actually exist, 
although the university's 3D printer 
helps a lot here. Hung next to work by 
people who have actually been work- 
ing on making good posters for the last 
several years, these fall flat, and make 
the product designs they are meant to 
showcase look poor. But the VCD grads 
have their own trouble: most of the 


, work fits neatly into two categories. 


puBLicART 


The students have exercises in classy, 
serif-set, book-style typography, and 
they have exercises in friendly dia- 
grams and helpful messages in Helveti- 
ca-like faces. Even when the exact 
exercises aren't repeated, the work 
takes on an air of sameness. 


NOT ALL THE WORK fits into this pattern. 


If you have patience and an eye, you 
can find interesting work by young 
designers who are unafraid to show 
their personality in this show. Some- 
times it’s hard to find, or impossible to 
view completely, as in the case of a thin 
book by Sergio Serrano, open only 
barely enough to catch a glimpse of 
what is apparently a hand-printed inte- 
rior (although Serrano seems to have 
more work on display than anyone 


“Ungezietor,” Sorgio Sarangi 


else, at least at a glance). Some design- 
rs you may not notice at all unless you 
pick up the catalogue, where Alex 
Bigg’s work stands out even though it 
made little impression on me in the 
gallery, since it contains radically differ- 
ent work than the displays. 

Overall, Design Plays Well With 
Others seems to lack the features in 


itself that its participants are trying to 
show in their work, and although the 
individual pieces are sometimes 
paragons of simplicity and cleanli- 
ness, the collection is an avalanche 
and in their efforts to sell themselves 
the grads collectively seem willing to 
compromise the good work they've 
already done. v 


Not ail Back Surgery 
is Created Equal. 


Neither are the 
Surgeons Performing 
the Procedures. 


“J Get the Facts - Attend Our Seminar 


+ No in-hospital stay required 

+ Incisions are less than one inch 
» Minimal blood loss 

+ Less scar tissue 

» Faster recovery 


5 The Bonati Institute pioneered the development of Our surgeons have the education, experience 
AJ minimally invasive, laser spine surgery. The Bonali and expertise not found at any other spine 
Pe” Procedures are the world standard for advanced center. Toke the first step to regain your 
spine surgery, having been performed successfully active lifestyle by calling The Bonati Institute. 
| more than 35,000 times. 
a Back and Neck Pain Seminar 
"Make back and neck pain a thing of the past Saturday, April 25,9 AM 
~ Join the thousands who have experienced the 
=) benefits of The Bonati Procedures: Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel | 
ty Pamgdoiadion. Refreshments served. | 
4 + Performed under local anesthesia ; i | 
i 


(866) 298-7513 | www.bonati.com 


North America « Europe + South America 
A world-class destination for spinal surgery 


mHE Bonatiinstitute’ 
25 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 
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TOP 30 FOR THE WEEK OF A 
1. Neko Case - Middle Cyclone (anti) : 


2. Buddy & Julie Miller - Written in Chalk (new west) 
_ 8. Mastodon ~ Crack The Skye (reprise) 
" 4,Dan Auerbach - Keep It Hid (nonesuch) 
5, Justin Townes Earle - Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 


6. Propagandhi - Supporting Caste (smallman) 


7. Rachelle Van Zanten — Where Your Garden Grows (rvz) 


8. Deep Dark Woods - Winter Hours (black hen) 


9.M. Ward—Hold Time (merge) _ 

10. V/A—Dark Was The Night (4ad) 

11. Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy - Beware (drag city) 
12. Animal Collective - Merriweather Post Pavilion (domino) 
13. Elvis Perkins - Dreamland (xi) 

14. Chris lssak— Mr. Lucky (reprise) 

15. Yeah Yeah Yeah's - It's Blitz! (interscope) 
16. Napalm Death - Time Waits For No Slave (century media) 
17. Brett Dennen - Hope For The Hopeless (dualtone) 

18. Buried Inside - Spoils Of Failure (relapse) 


"10355 


19. Romi Mayes —Achin In Yer Bones (romi mayes) 
| 20. The Derek Trucks Band Already Free (sony) 

| 21. Maeleine Peyroux - Bare Bones (rounder) 
22. Geoff Bemer— Klezmer Mongrels (jericho beach) 
23. A.C. Newman — Get Guilty (last gang) 
24. Soundtrack Of Our Lives— Communion (yep roc) 
25. Jill Barber — Chances (outside) 
26. Kasey Chambers & Shane Nichols ~ Rattlin’ Bones (sugar hill) 

27. Willie Nelson & Asleep At The Wheel ~ Willie & The Wheel (bismeaux) 
28. Andrew Bird - Noble Beast (fat possum) 
29, John Frusciante — The Empyrean (record collection) 

30. Neil Young — Sugar Mountain: Live At Canterbury House (reprise) 


RAMBLIN JACK ELLIOTT 


A STRANGER HERE 


Legendary Troubadour Explores 
Depression-Era Blues Classics with 
Producer Joe Henry. Ramblin' Jack Elliott 
will release his long-anticipated follow-up 
to his 2006 ANTI- Record debut | Stand 
Alone on April 7th 2009, entitled A Stranger 
Here. Working with producer Joe Henry 
(Bettye LaVette, Solornon Burke, Elvis 
Costello/Allen Toussaint), the 77 year old 
Elliott sings and plays acoustic guitar, and 
is backed by a stellar collection of 
musicians handpicked by Henry, among 
them Van Dyke Parks and David Hidalgo 
(Los Lobos). 


OFRIEHO US at My! 


ON SALE Now! 


EGATH d 
‘e Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


ARTS WEEKLY 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE-PPS DANSE: 
DIASPORAMA Timms Centre , 112 St, 87 Ave, 
U of A © By choreographers Dunberry and _ 
Gingras and dancer Pierre-Paul Savoie © Until 
Apr 9, 8pm © $25 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square 


IN RAGA-MALA 
SOCIETY—ODISS! Myer Horowitz Theatre, U 
of A, 780.445.7771 © Odissi dancers from 
India * Sat, Apr 11 © $20 (adult)/$15 
(senior/member)/$10 (student) at the door 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AJ OTTEWELL ART CENTRE 590 Broadmoor 
Boulevard, Sherwood Park, 780.449.4443 © Spring 
Show and Sale: presented by the Art Society of 
Strathcona County * Apr 17-19 Opening recep- 
tion: Fri night, artists in attendance 


ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave © JESUS, IS.IT OKAY IF 
| HAVE A GIRLFRIEND?: Nina Haggerty Centre for 
the Arts artists explore themes of love, romance, 
relationships and sex ® Until Apr 18 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 
780.482.2854 ® PROFUSIONS: Artworks by Jamie 
Evrard and Jane Adams; until Apr 16 © WESTERN 
SKY VISTAS: Artworks by Terry Fenton; opening: 
Sat, Apr 18, 2-4pm; artist in attendance; Apr 18-30 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6611 ¢ INTENSIONS: MESSAGE AND. 
MEDIUM IN FIBRE ART; Until Apr 18 * CASKET 
COVERS: PETE until Apr 18 © 
BACKYARD ART: NATURAL IMPRESSIONS: Margie 
Davidson; until ars 18 © IN JESUS’ NAME: Matt 
Gould; Until Apr 18 © Di si 
DRAWING FROM NATURE: Textile artist Dana 
Roman; until Apr 18 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 

Albert, 780.459.3679 » KALEIDOSCOPE OF 

NATURAL TREASURES: Photographs by Mike 

horns and Tammy Saunders opens © Until 
pr " 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 © 


KOSHASHIN: The Hall Collection of 19th Centu 
Photographs of Japan; until June 7 * HIROSHIG 
ANDO: THE 53 STATIONS OF THE TOKAIDO 
ROAD: Printmaker Ando Hiroshige'’s famous series 
of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints from 1833-1834; until 
June 7 © KRISTY TRINIER: OTHERWORLD: Re- 
islet medieval Japanese Noh Theatre 
play into three separate elements (audio, video 
and text); until June 7 « POLAROIDS: Uae 
Hi Attila Richard Lukacs selected by Michael 
lorris; The history of art is rich with images that 
are provocative and challenge societal norms. 
Sexuality and violence are integral to this history. 
POLAROIDS addresses questions of power, mas- 
culinity and desire with nas of nudity and sex- 
ual activity. This content will disturb some and 
inspire others. Parents and educators are encour- 
aed to preview the exhibition; until May 18 « 
Attila Richard Lukaes: sue 
Out the Demons, Wed, Apr 15, 8pm * LEAVIN 
OLYMPIA: Unveiling the Idealized Nude; until May 
18 © A SENSE SUBLIME: 19th Centu: 
Landscapes; until June 28 © Inside Art Lecture 
f and the Museum: Dr. Douglas 
Sadao Aoki, Art on the Social Divide, Thu, Apr 9, 
7-9pm © Free (member)/$10 (adult/$7 
(senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (5yrs and 
under)/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St, 
780.482.1204 © THE MAP MAKERS: Artworks by 
Michael Robinson * Apr 18-31 ¢ Opening recep- 
tion: Sat, Apr 18, 1-4pm; artist in attendance 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE [ALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave, 780.461.3427 * Group show by 
members © Until Apr 15 


CENTRE GALLERY Allen sl Son ee 
Centre, 5005-28 Ave, 780.756. °N 
WORK: Artworks by Martin Garber-Conrad, and 
Allen Gray residents * Until Apr 29 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621- 
82 Ave, 780.498.1984 © CAR CULTURE: Oil paint- 
ings by Christ! Bergstrom © Until Apr 30 


COMMON SENSE 10545-115 St, 780.482.2685 « 

IMAGES OF SOUTH AMERICA: Photographs by 

Russell Bingham © Apr 17-May 1 * Opening 

eens ti, Apr 17, 7-11 pm; artist in atten- 
jance 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-51 Ave, Stony 
Plain, 780.963.9573 ¢ NATURAL SELECTION: 
Marilyn Henker’s eee aera) e JUGS 
AND MUG; Pottery by Betty Schultz; until Apr 30 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St, 780- 
488-4445 SPRING MIX: Artworks by Mary Pratt, 
Robert Lemma, Andrew Alco, and many more 

gallery artists and new acquisitions * Until Apr 19 


ELECTRUM GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd,_ 
Jeol bn We Micon J San Neat 
jewel ie, Janet Stein, in 
xg Sten Kune Bayot Heer, Jesper Jensen Dietje 
Hagedoom, John Blair, Jackie Anderson. Paintings, 
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wood, glass artworks, as well as ceramics, washi- 
Chigin-e, and photographs by various artists 
EXTENSION GALLERY BE Sq. 
780.492.9166 © RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME: 
Photographs by Mark Morris, from a University 
Centenary safe © Reception: Apr 9, 5-7pm * 
Until May 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Rim 1-1, Fine 
Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (780.492.2081) 
DESIGN PLAYS WELLS WITH OTHERS: A Bachelor 
of Design Grad Show © Until Apr 11 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, bsmt of 
the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 © Artworks by 
Eugenia Castaneda * Through April 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave, 
jee © Artworks by [om Gale © Until 
pr 


GALLERY AT MILNER omy A. Milner 
Library Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
780.496.7030 ¢ SHOW OFF: Teen art show * 
Until Apr 30 


GALLERY IS Alexander Way, 5123-48 St, Red 
Deer, 403.341.4641 * CANADIAN CLOTHESLINE- 
A BRIEF LOOK AT OUR INTIMATES: Paintings by 
Justina Smith © Until Apr 25 

HARCOURT HOUSE 31d FI, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 © Main Gallery: CATACLYSMIC 
RESCUE MISSION: \nstallation by Liz Miller © 
Front Room: THE WAITING ROOM. 
FAVA/Harcourt House Video Installation Class © 
Until Apr 25 


HARRIS-WARKE GALLERY-RED DEER 
Sunworks, 4924 Ross St, Red Deer, 403,346,8937 
© WORKING TITLE: 2nd part of an installation 
poient by 3rd year visual art students from Red 

Jeer College, First part is at the Red Deer College 
Library © Until Apr 17 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave, 
780.433.5807 © LIFE LINES: Fibre arts by a 
group called Filamenta * Until Apr 30 


JOHNSON GALLERY * Southside: 7711-85 St, 
780.465.6171; Artworks by various artists ¢ 

Northside: 11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; Artworks 
by various artists © Through April 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 « 
Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm; Sat 
10am-5pm © Featuring artworks by various artists 


LACOMBE RECREATION SERVICES 5432-56 
Poste a 403-782-1266 © Art exhibit « 
pr 1 /- 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.998.3091 
* BEGINNINGS: Art Society of Strathcona 
County © Until Apr 25 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St, 780.407.7152 © WINNIPEG'S ARCHITECTURE: 
Fibre artworks focusing on the City of Winnipeg's 
architecture * Apr 18-June 14 

MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public Art 
— 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 © 
BEARING WITNESS: eines by Gaye Oxford, 
Jean Tait; until Apr 29 © Dining Room Gall 
Prints by Aagnieszka Doziarz; until May 21 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 
780.651.8176 © Aboriginal Veterans Display ® 
Gift Shop * Finger weaving and sash display 
by Celina Loyer 


NINA HAGGERTY Sia Gallery, 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 © TEACHINGS FROM A 
KISKINOHAMATOKAMIKOHK: LEARNING FROM 
CHILDREN’S PHOTOGRAPHS: Presented by Hedy 
Bach, Merle Kennedy © Until Apr 18 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY—MAIN 
10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 * COLOURS-NEW 
PAINTINGS: Paintings by Giuseppe Albi 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY-2 12304 
Jasper Ave, 780.455.7479 ¢ INFUSION: 
Encaustics by Susana Espinoza © Until Apr 25 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
St, St. Albert, 780.460.4310 * A WAY INTO 
PLACE: Artworks BEueine Busby, Cee Delpart, 
Judith Martin and Bruce Thompson © Until Apr 
12 © CITY ART EXPOSURE: a 16-May 2; 
Opening reception: Thu, Apr 16, 7-Spm 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA: 
Craftsmanship and design distinctive to the 
Mexican cowboy ® Until Apr 13 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3619 
© SPRING RENEWAL: Still life series by Pamela 
Thurston, oil paintings by Patty Ampleford, 
rints by Akiko Taniguchi, and st by 
ynn Malin; until Apr 11 © AFTER MANET: 
Paintings by Leslie Poole; Apr 18-May 5; open- 
ing reception: Sat, Apr 18, 2-4pm 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 © 
SCENT OF MEMORY: Print art by Guy Langevin 
© Until Apr 11 


SPRING GALLERY WALK Galleries; Peter 
Robertson, West End, Agnes Bugera, Bearclaw, 
Scott, Dougal Udell, Electrum, TU, Sun and 
Moon © 124 Street Gallery Walk area between 
123 St, Jasper Ave; 124 St and Stony Plain Rd 
to 124 St and 107 Ave © Sat, Apr 18, 10am- 
5pm-Sun, Apr 19, 12-4pm 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY-SPRUCE 
GROVE Melcor Cultural Centre, 35, 5 Ave, 
Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 * Biannual 
Instructors Show © Until Apr 18 


GALLERIES 1253, 1259-91 St © East 

BLESSING: etchings by Oksan; 
Moveha; until May 5; opening reception: Thy, Ap; 
9, 6-8pm © To view contact: Vey Bemt at ke| 
ley, iNC.ca ¢ . fe 

EXION: Paintings pra Reimer; until June 
2; opening reception: Thu, May 14, 6-8pm 
STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. A\p<, 
® THE EMMA SERIES: Paintings by Pat 
Wagensveld © Until Apr 25 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-14) «, 
Hey © THE ART OF THE BRICK™: 
ay 

TU GALLERY 10718-124 St, 780.452.9664 « 
FIELD AND FLORA: Fiber artworks by Margo 
Fiddes and woodworks by Dale Kalbfleisch « 
Bpering reception: Apr 18, 12-4pm and Ap; 1g 
12-3pm; artists in attendance 
VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 31d FI, 10215-1; 
780.421.1731 © PRISM: Laurie MacFayden 
Helen Rogers, Liz Sullivan ¢ Until Apr 
WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.4892 ® An exhibition of recent works | 
Nixie Barton and Grant Leier ¢ Opening recep 
Sat, Apr 18, 10-5pm, artists in attendance 1 4m 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave, 
780.423.3487 © Poetry Nights the 2nd Fri each 
Month ® Book launch of Maggi Feehan’s debut 
novel, The Serpent's Veil Sat, Apr 11, 3pm 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.469.8755 » 
Story Slam: every third Wed of the month 


CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1590 » 
Carrot Writing Circle © Every Tue, 7-Spm; A cri 
tique circle the 4th Tue every month 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 
780.932.4409 ¢ TALES. Monthly Storytelling 
Circle: Tell stories or come to listen; 2nd Fri ea 
month © Until June, 8pm; $3 (free first time} 


KASBAR LOUNGE below Yiannis Tavera, 104 
wal Ave ® Sofa King-the series: presented | 
the aug Boeke © Every Wed until May 27,7 
(sign-up), 8pm (show) 


ROSIE'S 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7211 © TALE: 
EDMONTON STORYTELLING CAFE TALES 
Alberta League Spel gstiytallin open mic 
© First Thu each month, 7-Spm * Pay-What-¥.1 
Will (min $6); info at 780.932.4409 


STRATHCONA PUBLIC LIBRARY Program 
Room, 780.462.4146 © Seven Deadly Sins by 
Eileen Bell, Roxanne Felix, Tina Hunter, and Billie 
Milholland, book launch © Sat, Apr 18, 2-4:30pq 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 © THE POETS’ HAVEN. Monday 
Night reading series presented by Stroll of Poets « 
Every Mon, 7pm © $5 door 


THEATRE 


CHIMPRO V Varscona Theatre, 10229-8 
780.433.3399 ® Rapid Fire Theatre present 
comedy every Sat, 11pm, except for the last 
Sat of each month until June 13 © $10/38 
(member) at TIX on the Square 


DEATHTRAP Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-t 
Ave © By tra Levin © Until Apr 11, 8pm ¢ $1 
$16 at TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
780.433.3399 © Live improvised soap opera 
directed by Dana Andersen ® Every Mon, Spi 


EXIT PURSUED BY BARD Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave * Acme Shakespeare Project by 
David Belke, inspired by and celebrating the play 
of Shakespeare * Apr 9-19, Tue-Sat 8pm, Sal 
Sun 2pm © $20 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at tlh 
on the Square; Sat mat: PWYC (door) 


EXTINCTION SONG Citadel's Rice Theatre, 922" 
101A Ave * Written and directed by Ron Jenkin 
and performed by Ron Pederson. Part of the Av 
Series © Until Apr 19, 7:30pm; mat: 1:30pm 


LOVE ACCORDING TO JOHN Jubilee 
Auditorium Alberta Lyric Theatre * Until A; 
11 ® Tickets available at Christian 
Publications, 780.451.1313 


THE LOVE LIST Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
16615-109 Ave, 780.483.4051 © By Norm 
Foster. A comic spin on the quest for per'e’ 
© Until Apr 12 © $55-$85 


SEXY GALS IN THE CITY Jubilations Dinne’ 
Theatre, 8882-170 St, Phase Il, WEM, 
780.484.2424 © A spoof on the popular IV a 
show set love songs from the ‘70s and ‘l/s 
Until June 7 

299 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 1032 
83 Ave, 780.448.0695 © Rapid Fire Theatre 
weekly insane improv show * eer Fri{t }pn 

© Until July 31 © $10/$8 (member) at TIX 0" 

the Square 


THE TIMEKEEPERS Westbury Theatre. 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave, == 
780.409.1910 © Fringe Theatre Adventures ° 
Apr 14-19 ® Tickets available at Fringe The" 
box office, at tickets.fringetheatre.ca 


WIZARD OF OZ Citadel's Shoctor Theatre 
9828-101 Ave, 780.425.1820 © By L Fiat 
Baum, music and lyrics by EY Harbura. Par! ° 

the Mainstage Series ¢ Apr 1EMey 4, ‘el 
7:30pm, mat 1:30 pm ® Tickets at the Citad® 
box office 


NAN every com 

is the stoic young 
woman setting out in the 
hopes of finding work in 
a's fisheries. Lucy's her dog, and 
by far the most beloved person in 
endy’s life. They get stalled in Oregon 
ynen their car breaks down, and with a 
udget that’s unforgiving of unforeseen 
bstacles, their journey ripped from the 
ages of Jack London is already in dan- 
er of a most un-romantic collapse. 
Vendy’s troubles are exacerbated by a 
un-in with the police, some unwanted 
tention from strange forest dwellers, 
ind, worst of all, Lucy's disappearance. 
A girl needs to find her dog and fix 
her car: Wendy and Lucy is so 
freshingly simple and immediate it 
jeems almost a throwback to the 
isk-oriented narratives of Italian 
jeo-realism. Yet Kelly Reichardt's 
hird feature, which stars Michelle 
Villiams and Reichardt’s own pooch, 
rich in atmosphere and in implica- 
ions about how we live today, our 
ortress of ostensible prosperity, and 
© among us is most in danger of 
lipping through its cracks. Reichardt 
ind Jonathan Raymond adapted the 
film from Raymond's story “Train 
Song," and, for all the desperation, 
he call of those long steel rails is 
ndeed alluring, as are the images that 
call the photography of Walker 
Evans or Gary Winogrand. It begins 
pth the sounds of a tune softly 
ummed and a passing train. It ends 
: jth the image of a landscape blur- 


Such elements have become 
cichardt’s signature. Her previous 
im, 2006's Old Joy, about two old 

ends who reunite to go camping and 
to realize how time has silently 
ed the Pacific Northwest in the 
mpany of characters who exude a 
ain n cincegee ogth conformity. 


FAIL APA 10, SUN, APR 12, TUE. APR 14 (7 PM) 
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WENDY AND LUCY 

DVRECTED BY NEL RELCRARDT 
WRITENBYJOWATHAN 84YMOND, RECHARDT 
STARRING MICHELLE WILLIAMS, WALLY BAUD 
WIL PATION 

METRO CEMA (428-104 ANE) 
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crews and skeletal budgets. Her sets 
operate more like campsites than cor- 
porations, and that’s how she likes it. 
The posh comforts of the hotel room 
where we met during last Septem- 
ber’s Toronto International Film Festi- 
val seemed a somewhat incongruous 
place to discuss such an arduous, no- 
frills production. But the fussiness of 
our surroundings fell away soon 
enough, and we could have just as 
easily been sitting round a fire in 
Mount Hood National Forest. 


Vue Weakly: There‘s this quality to 
Michelle Williams in Wendy and Lucy | 
hadn't seen before, a severity, a con- 
tainment that builds to this transcen- 
dent, almost Bressonian level of 
release when we finally get to see her 
smile. Is it a gamble, figuring out how 
long audiences will go along with this 
kind of restraint? 

Kelly Reichardt: That was our ongoing con- 
versation. It was a little nerve-wracking 
for Michelle, but it was important for us 
to stick with it. It’s funny you mention 
Bresson because | was thinking of 
Bresson’s Mouchette a lot while shoot- 
ing, Its protagonist is a character who's 


really buttoned down emotionally and 
it's only through small gestures that we 
gain any access to her interior world. 
Joan Bennett in Max Ophiils' The Reck- 
less Moment is another example of a 
woman who we see really just dealing 
with the tasks at hand and it’s only at 
the very end where we see that single- 
mindedness start to break down. So 
those are examples of this idea work- 
ing brilliantly. But basically, { just think 
that when you consider what's in store 
for Wendy, going off to work in the 
canneries, which is a pretty rough and 
tumble scene, she can’t be this delicate 
flower. I thought of Wendy as someone 
who just keeps looking at her to-do list, 
who worries about what's right in front 
of her, because the big picture would 
just be too overwhelming. ! think the 
tipping moment with the scary home- 
less guy in the park is really, amongst 
other things, a realization of how close 
her situation is to his. 


WW: That scene strikes me in one sense 
as a response to the end of Old Joy, 
where we last see Will Oldham’s Kurt 
looking kind of lost on this street at 
night, and we're not sure what he's des- 
tined for. We're left with a sense that he 
may not be that well equipped to move 
forward in his own life and there's 
something about those people sur- 
rounding him that makes him uncom- 
fortable, something he recognizes. 

Kf: | think for Kurt it’s more a lifestyle 
choice, though it still addresses ques- 
tions regarding how the accepted way 
to live in America continues to narrow. 
How does anyone who doesn’t fit 
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inside that mode! operate? We're in the 
middle of this election just now, com 
ing off the heels of the Republican con- 
vention and the much-celebrated Sarah 
Palin speech, which I thought really laid 
bare the absolute animosity towards 
people that are living in peril or dealing 
with poverty. It's not just that we don’t 
care about you. It’s aggressive. There's 
this meanness to it. 

With Wendy and Lucy, Jon Raymond 
and | started by thinking about the 
aftermath of Katrina, this attitude that 
says, “If these people had their shit 
together they wouldn't be in the situa- 
tion they're in.” We were wondering 
about how you pull yourself up if you 
don’t have an inheritance, if you've 
gone to a shitty school, if you don’t 
have a job that offers you anything 
other than a paycheque to get you 
through the week. If you have the 
drive but lack the financial or social 
means, can you really get a toehold in 
the middle class? So we took this 
classic American “go west” impulse, 
this character who does have the 
drive and desire and determination to 
get herself into a better situation, and 
we made a road movie. Now, hopeful- 
ly all that stuff falls away and what 
you finally see when you're actually 
watching the film is a personal story. 


VW: Both Wendy and Lucy and Old Joy 
have characters that don’t really tra- 
verse a lot of distance, yet these films 
indeed really capture an essence of the 
road movie. They engage in a dialogue 
with those themes the best road 
movies tend to address, such as the 
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illusion of freedom or the way one sees 
oneself reflected in one’s surroundings. 
KR: Well, my first film, River of Grass, is 
also a road movie. The characters set 
out to embody the mythology of the 
toad movie but never even get out of 
their neighbourhood. I seem to have 
specialized in stalled road movies for 
some reason. There's no release or 
power until there’s movement, and 
maybe that’s a sort of metaphor for 
not being able to have a piece of that 
pie that is the American dream 


VW: Your films do retain these distinc- 

tive themes and atmospheres despite 

there being a considerable gap 

between River of Grass and Old Joy. 

Throughout all these years, have you 

deliberately set about nurturing a cer- 

tain sensibility? Would you say you 

have a Specific strategy? 

Kf: | don’t Know that there's a strategy. 
When I made River of Grass it was with a 
13-person crew. People didn’t get along 

I was young, and every day was really a 
struggle. But when | made Ode, which 
was shot on Super 8 and had only two 
actors and a two-person crew, which 
included myself, there was this thrilling 
intimacy. It was just the ultimate artistic 
experience. In between River and Ode 
there'd been these lost years where I 
was supposed to make this much bigger 
film and I went to LA. It never material- 
ized and it was a very hard experience. 
But then I just went back to what | did in 
college. | dug out my Super 8 camera 
and had this epiphany. 1 discovered the 
sort of environment where I felt | could 
be creative. A lot of people | know can 
really feed off of the stress of a bigger 
production, but it’s not for me. So with 
Old Joy it was a crew of six, two actors 
and a dog. We went and rented these 
cabins, lived in this old growth forest 
and ate dinner around the fire at night 
There wasn’t a lot of separation 
between the actors and the crew. You're 
all in it together, finding it together. 

With Wendy and Lucy we again tried 
to keep the apparatus as small-as pos- 
sible. So Michelle really had to come 
into our world. We'd have to say to 
her, “I know this isn’t what you're used 
to, but when you're done with that 
scene pick up that apple box and bring 
it over here.” [Laughs] And she just got 
into it. There's something about having 
everything that small, you know, 
there's no one watching us, no produc- 
ers coming to set to see what we're 
doing. And I guess this has sort of 
become my method. For however long 
we can pull it off. We'll see. v 
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“ONE OF THE YEAR'S BEST!” 
7 Moats ELAR Ys 
“SUPERB!” 

Rear roosts err 

“_.-BEAUTIFUL AND HAUNTING.” 
= DAVIO OGY, MEW YORKER 


FRUDAY, SUNDAY & TUESTAY «700 PM 
SATURDAY & MONDAY a $-00PM 


ILLUMINATING 


FRIDAY. SUNDAY & TUESDAY $:00 PM 
SATURDAY & MONDAY x 7:00PM 


VIETNAM IF KENN HAD LIVED 
A PALM TY KOJI MASUTANI 


Drawing 
®ut the Hrmons 


4 Film about Artist ATTILA RICHARD LUKACS 


WEDNESDAY .: 8:00 PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 


For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to Pe erinen aang 
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PIECES 

DIRECTED BY SEAN CORBETT 

WRITTEN BY CORBETT, JACOB COOPER 

STARRING PHILLIP LINDHOLM, CARLA VIEGAS 

THU, APA 9 (7 PM); METRO CINEMA (9028 - 101A AVE) 
SHOWING AS PART OF THE FAVA FRESHWORKS SERIES 
kk 


- DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


A minimalist, unadorned aesthetic has 
existed in film basically ever since people 
started experimenting with the more styl- 
ized methods of filmmaking. And yet it 
remains a difficult trick to pull off: for 
Many years, just making an image look 
“natural” on film took a hefty amount of 
preparation, and though the digital revolu- 
tion has removed that somewhat, by now 
we're so accustomed to the edits and 
angles of film's rapidly moving images 
that stripping them away is often the more 
discombobulating artistic choice. 

Local filmmaker Sean Corbett’s fea- 
ture debut, Pieces, has some trouble 
Navigating the complexities of its mini- 
malist style. A series of three vignettes 
meditating on the complicated nature of 
young love, it’s filmed basically in its 
entirely with medium-length, unbroken, 
Static shots, not so much voyeuristic as 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


8712 - 109 Street - 455-0728 


vim 


1722-102 STREET 


AB - T5K 0X4 - 786 


utterly unaffected, quite literally just 
setting up a tripod and letting the cam- 
era run. The trouble comes mostly in the 
disparity between how the camera is 
being used (or, rather, not) and what's 
actually playing out in front of it: the 
lighting here is obvious, often set up like 
a standard television interview, the per- 
formances direct and not terribly natural, 
the mise-en-scene too clearly set up to 
be viewed by a camera (the third 
vignette features two different sets of 
people sitting abreast across a bench, 
More reminiscent of a sitcom set-up than 
peeking in on a conversation). 

Where Pieces does succeed is in cap- 
turing its mileux. Though the dialogue 
isn’t written or delivered with the mini- 
malism of the shots, Corbett captures 
some particular slices of life: an asshole 
know-it-all undermining his friend’s con- 
fidence, a platonic friend making the 
leap to try something more, a couple 
with trust issues slowly letting their 
relationship die. If he can synthesize his 
aesthetic a bit better—and the increas- 
ing quality of the vignettes as the film 
moves along is some hope—he'll defi- 
nitely be on to something, but as is 
Pieces gets too many of the little things 
wrong to fully engage. 


VIRTUAL 

VIETNAM fi KENNEDY HAD LIVED 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY KOJ1 MASUTAN 

FRI, APA 10) SUN, APR 12, TUE, APA 14 (8 PM) 
SAT, APR.1T, MON, APR 13 (7 PM) 

METRO CINEMA (9828 - 101A AVE) 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

It sounds like an historical, 3-D, first-per- 
son shoot-em-up game for XBox 360, in 
which you, the player, are the 35th 
American president, trying to stop the 
Viet Cong from winning the Vietnam war. 
Virtual JFK: Vietnam if Kennedy Had 
Lived sets out to predict our present 
world by examining history that never 
happened. It’s often called “counterfac- 
tual history” or, as producer, narrator and 
political advisor James G Blight calls it, 
“Virtual history.” More simply, it's “what 
if?” history. 

Much has been written about virtual 
history and its legitimacy, even its danger- 
ousness. Clinton Advisor Ted Widmer 
called it, “A very new way to write histo- 
ty.” Michael Shermer, the publisher of 
Skeptic magazine, criticized its use by 
Nazi holocaust deniers, and dubbed it “the 
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VIDEO KITCHEN SCREENING: 
April 23, 7pm at Metro 


AUDITIONING AND uae es ACTORS: 


i118, 11am-! 
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new revisionism. * Cinematically, it's been 
used, albeit satirically, in The Confederate 
States of America. 

Whether you perceive it as a prod 
tive thought experiment, a Myaste of 
time or harmful revisionism, Virtual jr) 
is a disappointment—at least if yj)’. 
there for it's virtual aspect. De 
being a good movie, an informed 3p, | 
challenging movie, it's also a bait an 
switch. While the title, trailer and press 
kit promise a movie that “investiqat 
one of the most debated ‘what if’ sce 
narios,” it actually just investigate 
President Kennedy's behaviours ang 
behavioural patterns as president, an 
leaves you to then extrapolate tha 
information on your own terms 

In six chapters, writer and direci 
Koji Masutani, along with Blight lectur- 
ing in crisp black-and-white, thoroughi, 
dissect Kennedy's short time as pres) 
dent, and how he handled six chance 
go to war. Cuba, Laos, Berlin, Vietnam 
Cuba again, Vietnam again—in each cji- 
sis he was pressured by his staff and 
advisors to send in the troops. Each tir 
he rejected them. He was an anti-war 
president. Even though he did send some 
soldiers to Vietnam—about 16 000 2 
the time of his assassination—tha 
number exploded to about 500 000 wit 
Lyndon B Johnson. 

So, yes, the answer to the question the 
Movie sets out to ask (literally—it's asked 
at the end), “Does it matter who is presi 
dent on issues of war and peace?” is ye 
But that’s hardly a thought experimen 
that’s merely cause and effect. Had Gore 
been president from 2000 to 2008, the 
world would be a very different place, ta 
Had the publisher of Vue Weekly never 
been born, you'd have something else o1 
nothing in your hands. The challenge | 
not asking “what if,” it's answering 
How would Vietnam, or the world, be dif 
ferent if Kennedy had lived? Unfortunately 
the people who promise to deliver an edu 
cated prediction don't. : 

But if the title were changed to JFK 
His Decision Making, this is an excel- 
lent documentary. In a way, it’s even 
more legitimate than the alluring idea 
It is, at least, examining real, docu 
mented facts which cannot be accusee 
of béing counterintuitive or dangerous 
So if you go in knowing what you '¢ 
getting, and are prepared to take ils 
sentiment back with you for some mer 
tal homework, than Virtual JFK is ¢ 
solid documentary. 


FAVA 


FILM AMD VIDEO ARTS | 
SOCIETY- ALBERTA 


aes | 


All showtimes are subject to change st DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) KNOWING 
any time. Please contact Daily 12:50, 3:40, 6:40, 9:30 {4a frightening scenes, vio- eprals: 100 
. comanyosrey “Baty 8:00 CHEPART 1 (ca) AAAS 
. a 14A) 
up this past weekend aks Cava mera Dally 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15 MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (G) Dally 6:50, 9:20; Fry, Sat, Sun, 10557-82 Ave, 720.433.0728 
retumed to The Fast Feil RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN nea a 10, 3: 50, 6:30; Tue- Mon 2:00 a eeano (14A, coarse 
T MONSTERS VS juage, substance abuse, lan- 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Suen Thu ©) 00; 12:20, 2:40, 5:05, 7:25 MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (G) GRANDIN THEATRE Bs lage may ora 3 
Sat-Sun 1:30 WATCHMEN (184, gory scenes, Big $4 Fi: Mon 2:00, 4:20, Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Church 534 ""00 9:10; Fr, Sat, Sun, Mon 
Ave, St. Albert, 780,458.9822 
p FAST AND THE FURIOUS (14a) BiUa{ofance) 8:59. 9:20; Tue-Thu 4:30, 6:55, ONE WEEK (PG, coarse | 
ers, suspecting them of a T-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 THE HAUNTING IN FAST A uage) Fp 
ies The sequels esi CONNECTICUT (144, sioner. Rgpueun Fares s6, Bay 850. 9900:F4, Sa Sun Men 
q 7 rit ing scenes, disturbing content, : . “90, 9: fate 
‘ pus; eae 190 Ave 50 St. 780.472.9779 Opa not recommended 4c children) pf ean 
with swinging, smacking MISS MARCH crate ht hoes Fri-Mon 1:15, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; (PG, frightening SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
the face all the critics and curmudgeons (18A, crude content, sexual con- 12.40, 3:00, Tue-Thu 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 See eco niTISNEG tor 
in 9 tent, coarse ) No aoees Fh ma 12: 200. FAST AND FURIOUS (1 young children) 2400 | 
that detested the idea ofits reprise. Sucha | Fri-Sat 1:95, 4:50, 7:25, 9:30, Aa u, Apr 9; 11:35 DRAGONBALL EVOLUTION | 


sequel was made, however, for nobody 
» other than that stinky, loud opening week- 
end crowd—the same crop of viewers 
ordering hot dogs at the concession, anoth- 

er mystery that perplexes us liberal types. 
But they rule—part of the reason libraries 
now lend out video games and popcom 
chicken still thrives. 

Gang leader Dom (Vin Diesel) and cop 
Brian (Walker) last left off going their sep- 
arate ways, the latter letting the former 
disappear into the sunset before the feds 
came to arrest him, but not before a race in 
fast cars to see who has a bigger dink. Dom 
and his tough lover Letty (Michelle 
Rodriguez) are now robbing gas trucks in 
the Domincan Republic, while Brian is-in 
the US looking for names at the centre of a 
drug cartel. A suspicious murder that hits 
home for both dudes draws their paths 
closer tagether, bringing Dom back home to 
Los Angeles and into the street racing cir- 
cle that has since forgotten him. Soon 
Brian must enlist Dom's help to catch the 
mysterious Braga, the grand prize at the 
heart of the case. And they need to drive 
cars really fast to get that accomplished. 
Believe it or not, the original The Fast 
and the Furious had a surprisingly intrigu- 
ing Point Break-esque plot that tested the 
limits of. siege friendship. |'m com- 
pletely | when | admit the DVD sits 
on my at home, and that !’m 
tented garth ‘it again tonight. | don’t 
have a driver's license and am frequently 
forced to identify cars by their colour, but 
the 2001 film momentarily hooked my 
interest in phallic engines and the sound 


aa a sequel, Fast 
character, rely- 
ing heavily », unchanged gim- 
mick of cars. | e's nothing new to learn 
about them, Staged sequel is more 
‘intent on crashing them than showing 
off ee 20 minutes in, 

the film real- 
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12:00; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:50, 7:25, 
9:30 


STREET FIGHTER: THE 
RESEND OF CHUN-LI (144, vio- 


ce) 
Fri-Sat 7:35, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thu 
7:35, 9:55 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 (PG) 
Daily 1:50, 4:00, 6:45 
CORALINE (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for 


young dren) 

fi-Sat 1:15, 4:20, 7:05, 9:25, 
Abe! Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:20, 7:05, 
INKHEART (PG, frightening 


‘SCenés) 
Daily 1:55, 4:40 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 


12:05; Sun-Thu 2.05, 4:45, 7:20, 
9:50 


PAUL BLART: eo eee 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:40, 7: Fete 
19:55; Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7 
9:40 

HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 
Daily 1:30, 4:30, 6:55, 
BRIDE WARS rey 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:15, 
11:35; Sun-Thu 1:20, 
9:20 

BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:25, 7:20, 9:45, 
Abs Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:25, 7:20, 


MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Daily 1:40, 4:10, 7:00, 9:35 


, 9:15 
6:50, 9:20, 
4:15, 6:50, 


i 

Psst 1:00, 4:20, 7:40, 11:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:20, 7:40 

YES MAN (14A) 

Fri-Sat 9:10, 11:30; Sun-Thu 9:10 
GRAN TORINO (144, language 


Feber io 4 4:05, 7:00, 9:45, 


12:10; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:05, 7:00, 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 157th Avenue, 780.732.2238 
violence, reneng Scenes) 
iT 12:45, 
, 5:10, 7:35, 9:80; Wed 5:10, 
7:35, 9:50; Strollers 


No passes Wed 1:00 


Screening, 
Higbee efiratt te 
00, 3:10, 5:30, 8:10, 1 
AND FURIOUS ( 
12:30, 1:15, 2:10, 3:20, 4:15, 
§:15, 6:30, 7:20, ‘g:00, 9:15, 40:05, 


Baty 1:40. 4:10, 7:10, 9:45 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 

or a 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, MS t0:10 
VS, ALIENS 3D (G) 

Digi oso yien0. 2:30, 4:40, 


GOnNEETIGUT 96 ripteang 
ayes 4:45, 745, a 


Sars 


anc 
No passes Thu 1:00 — 


) 
No Fri-Wed 12:00, 2:30, 
5:00, 7:45, 10:15; Thu 5:00, 7:45, 
10:15; Star and Strollers Screening: 
No passes Thu 1:00 
OBSERVE AND REPORT (18A) 
Daily 12:50, 3:15, 5:20, 8:00, 10:30 
TERA MERA KI RISHTA 
peebie ae us (STC) 
fi-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; 
Mon 12:30, 4:00, 8:00 
FAST AND FURIOUS (14, 
12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4: 
40, 9:50, 10:20 
ADVENTURELAND 
(14A, Ce hicpates enous, substance 
Sotho may offend) 


Digital Gnema Dally 1:40, 4:15, 
5, 9:55 
8X10 TASVEER (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 


ben 12:05 


, 7:15, 


MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (G) 
Daily 1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 8:50 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D (G) 
See Sette 12:15, 2:35, 4:50, 


THE HAUNTING IN 
CONNECTICUT (14A, frightening 
scenes, disturbing content, not rec- 
ommended for children) 
Fri-Wed 1:45, 4:10, 7:50, 10:10; 
Thu 4:10, 7:50, 10:10 
| LOVE YOU, MAN (144, coarse 
Bakes crude estat 

1:50, 4:20, 7:55, 10:25 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 12:20, 3:40, 6:45 
KNOWING (14A, fnighteni 

violence) 


scenes, 
Daily 1:15, 4:35, 7:25, 10:05 
YOU CHANGED MY LIFE 


San tea S20, 6:50, 9:35 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


12:10, 2:25, 4:55, 7:20, 9:40 
SSE AA, hone. 


brutal violence) 
Daly 308, 6:30, 10:00 
TAKEN (14A, violence) 
Daily 9:30 


CITY CENTRE 9 


No 
2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 
SUNSHINE CLEANING (14A, 


Ore Digtal Pa, Soret 1240, : 


3:15, 7:10, 9:50; Sat 7:10, 9:50 


Digital Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:30, 
RE 6:30, 9:35; Mon 12:30, 3:35, 
cesar um aeons. 2 
a Digital Daily 12:20, 3:25, 6:50, 
aman MONTANA: THE 


MOVIE 
a , No passes Daily 12:10, 
, 9:30 


. crude 


FMon 1:45, ae 7:05, 9:35; 
Tue-Thu 4:25, 7:05, 9:35 


Tue-Thu 


No passes, On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 
1:00, 1:60, Ae 4:35, 6:40, 


4:00, 3:35, 6:40, 7:10, 9:15, 9:45 
ADVENTURELAND (144, coarse 


language, substance abuse, lan- 
guage may offend) 

ri-Mon 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25; 
Tue-Thu 4:15, 6:50, 9:25 
OBSERVE AND REPORT (18A) 
Fri-Mon 2:10, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50; 
Tue-Thu 4:50, 7:25, 9:50 
DRAGONBALL EVOLUTION 
ae violence, frightening scenes) 

ri-Mon 1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 9:10; 
Tue-Thu 4:10, 6:45, 9:10 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE 
MOVIE (G) 
No passes Fri-Mon 1:40, 4:20, 
io 9:30; Tue-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


680148 Ave, Camrose, 780.600,2144 
MONSTERS VS ALIENS (G) 
Baby 7:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 


HANNAH MONTANA THE 
MOVIE (G) 

Dally 7:00, 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 1:00, 3:00 

FAST AND FURIOUS 4 (14A) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 2:10 

1 LOVE YOU, MAN (14A, crude 
content, coarse language) 
Daily 7: 45, 9:15; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 2:15 


KNOWING (14A, violence, fright- 


ening scenes) 
Daily 7:05 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 2:05 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 
DRAGONBALL EVOLUTION 


(PG, violence, frightening scenes) 


ao asses Fri-Mon 12:10, 2:20, 
cca , 7:10, 9:50; Tue-Thu 7:10, 


HANNAH MONTANA: THE 


, 9:40; ue Thy 7 :00, o: 40 
cleat AND REPORT (18A) 
Fri-Mon 12:20, 2:40, 4:50, 7:50, 
10:10; Tue-Thu 7:50, 10:10 
FAST AND FURIOUS (14A) 
Fri-Mon 12:30, 1:20, 3:40, 4:40, 
6:50, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20; Tue-Thu 
6:50, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (G) 
Fri-Mon 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 
10:00; Tue-Thu 7:30, 10:00 
THE HAUNTING IN 
CONNECTICUT 
es frightening scenes, disturb- 

ing content, not recommended 
for children) 
Fri-Mon 1:10, 3:50, 6:40; Tue- 
Thu 6:40 
| LOVE YOU, MAN 
(14A, coarse language, crude 
content) 
Fri-Mon 12:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45; 
Tue-Thu 7:20, 9:45 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse lan- 


juage 
Baily 3.20 
KNOWING 
(14A, frightening scenes, vio- 


lence) 
Fri-Mon 12:50, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15; 


Tue-Thu 7:15, 10:15 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


PG) 
Fehon 280, 4:10, 6:45, 9:10; 
245, 9:10 


hte TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
Thu, ps? 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 

7: 30, 9 :30 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Thu, Apr 9: 11:25 

1 LOVE YOU, MAN 

(14A, coarse language, crude 
content) 

Thu, Apr 9: 1:10, 3:40, 5:10, 
7:10, 9:10 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (G) 
Thu, Apr 9: 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 
6:00, 8:00, 9:40 
HOTEL FOR DOGS @ 
Thu, Apr 9: 11:20, 1:15, 5:15 
KNOWING (14A, frightening 
scenes, violence) 

Thu, Apr 9: 3:05, 7:05, 9:15 


780.352.3922 
MONSTERS VS ALIENS (G) 
Dally 6:55, 9:15; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 12:55, 3:15 
HANNAH MONTANA THE 
MOVIE (G) 

Dally 7:00, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 1:10, 3:25 
OBSERVE AND REPORT 
18A) 

aily 7:10, 9:35; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 1:10, 3:25 
FAST AND THE FURIOUS 


ban 7:05, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon 1:05, 3:30 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Aye, Citadel Theatre, 
780,425,9212 


WENDY AND LUCY 
es coarse aangueg®) 
ri, Sun, Tue 7:00; Sat, Mon 9:00 
VIRTUAL JFK: VIETNAM IF 
KENNEDY HAD LIVED (STC) 
Fri, Sun, Tue 9:00; Sat, Mon 7:00 
DRAWING OUT THE DEMONS: 
A FILM ABOUT THE ARTIST 
ATTILA RICHARD LUKACS 
(STC) 
Wed 8:00 


ARTHUR HILLER FILM 
FESTIVAL (STC) 
Thu 7:00 


a 
780.972.2332, Serving Spruce Grove, 
Stony Plain: Parkland County 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE 
MOVIE (G) 
Dally 6:45, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 12:45, 3:10 
DRAGONBALL EVOLUTION 
PG, violence, frightening scenes) 
aily 6:50, 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 12:50, 3:00 
OBSERVE AND REPORT (185A) 
Dally 6:55, 9:05; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 12:55, 3:05 
FAST AND FURIOUS (144) 
Dally 7:05, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 1:05) 3:26 
MONSTERS VS ALIENS (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 1:15, 3:20; not pre- 
sented in 3-D 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN 
(14A, crude content, coarse lan- 


Baily 9 00, 9:15 

KNOWING (144, violence, fright- 
ening scenes) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 1:10, 3:30 

RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


Feat, Sun, Mon, Tue 1:00, 
3:15; Movies For Mommies: Tue, 


(PG, violence, frightening scenes) 
No es Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 

, 5:10, 7:45, 10:15; Wed'3:05, 
5:10, 7:45, 10:15; Star and 
Strollers Screening: No passes 
Wed 1:00 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE 
MOVIE (G) 

No passes Fri 11 


7:30, 10:15 fe Teele 


; Sat-Tue, Thu 11 


Screening: No passes Wed 7:00 
OBSERVE AND REPORT (184) 
Bel 12:40, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 


FAST AND FURIOUS (144) 

Daily 12:00, 1:00, 3:00, 4:00, 6:40, 
7:40, 9:40, 10:30 
ADVENTURELAND (14A, coarse 
language, substance abuse, lan- 
guage Tay offend) 

ally 1:10, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D ( 
Digital 3d Daily 12:15, 2:30, 4:5¢ 
7:20, 9:50 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS: AN 
(MAX 3D EXPERIENCE (G) 
Dally 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 
THE HAUNTING IN 
CONNECTICUT (144A, frightening 
scenes, disturbing content, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Wed 12:50, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20; 

Thu 12:50, 4:00, 6:30 

LLOVE YOU, MAN (14A, coarse 
uage, crude content) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 
10:10; Wed 7:10, 10:10 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:10, 3:20, 
6:30, 9:20; Mon 12:10, 3:20, 9:45 
KNOWING (144, frightening 
scenes, violence) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:40, 6:50, 
9:45; Wed 12:20, 3:40, 9:45 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


(PG) 

Daily 11:50, 2:40 

WATCHMEN (184, gory scenes, 
brutal violence) 

Daily 5:00, 9:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd. 780.455.8725 
FAST AND FURIOUS (14A) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 9:35; 
Mon 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 9:35; 
perv erren Digital Tue-Thu 7:00. 


G) 
0, 


— AND REPORT (184) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fi-Mon 1:15, 
3:50, 7:15, 9:45; Tue-Thu 7:15, 
9:45 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (G) 
DTS Digital Fri-Mon 12:45, 3:15, 
6:30, 9:00; Tue-Thu 6:30, 9:00 
SUNSHINE CLEANING (144, 

: language) 
DTS Digital Fri-Mon 1:00, 3:30, 
6:45, 9:15; Tue-Wed 6:45, 9:15; 
Thu 9:15 


| WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


TOSS 


MONSTERS VS ALIENS (G) 
Thu, Apr 9; 6:55, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:15 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


re) Ape 9: 7:10, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 3:25 

FAST AND FURIOUS (1 

Thu, Apr 9: 7:00, 9:30; ee Sun 
1:00, 3:30 

KNOWING (144, violence, frighten- 


Te Apr 9: 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:05, 3:30 


APRS-APR 15,209 worsweexy 45 


Something so simple 


<2 | DVDETECTIVE 


= | DAVID BERRY 
Tz | svdetecve @rueweekty com 


There's something elemental about the 
drama of /n Treatment(the first season is 
out now on HBO DVD to coincide with the 
premiere of the second), some recognition 
that all drama stems from character, flaws 
and hang-ups and aspirations and inten- 
tions stewed together and forced upon the 
rest of the world in the form of actions. Set 
entirely in the psychiatric sessions—both 
given and received—of Paul Weston 
(Gabriel Byrne), character is basically all 
you get with /n Treatment, and yet it 
makes a convincing case that it’s all you 
really need: each half-hour episode, fol- 
lowing a different patient's session, is 
often nothing more than extended explo- 
ration of a character's motivations, though 
its a rare episode that doesn’t thoroughly 
string you along through its twists and rev- 
elations. These characters may never got 
off the couch, but they're far from staid. 

To be fair, /n Treatment works as well 
as it does mostly because it’s a form of 
melodrama: anyone in therapy is going to 
have their issues, but Paul's five patients 
are messed up in the kind of thorough, 
wide-ranging way that nine-episode seri- 
al arcs demand. The young gymnast he's 
appointed to do a psych evaluation on, 
for instance, is a suicidal Olympic hope- 
ful who may be getting sexually abused 
by her coach, can’t talk to her divorcee 


mother without it devolving into scream- 
ing matches and idolizes her absentee, 
photographer father, despite the fact he 
used to fuck models in front of her. The 
couple Paul treats will debate having an 
abortion, dry hump outside Paul's office, 
suffer a miscarraige, trial separate, utter 
death threats and break down crying over 
a potential divorce before they really 
even have their breakthrough. This is 
soap opera, but it works because we only 
get fleeting glimpses of the actual oper- 
atics, and whole heaps of each character 
trying to talk about what it means. 

That said, the show is about much 
more than the psychiatrist's office as 
staging ground for high-pitched dramat- 
ics: Paul—played basically to perfection 
by Byrne, whose weathered face and 
traces of Irish brogue give him an air of 
weathered wisdom—has as many prob- 
lems as his patients. One of the pleasures 
of being able to watch the show in the 
nearly continous DVD format—each 
episode was originally shown on individ- 
ual weeknights, a formal gimmick HBO 
isn’t repeating, instead switching It to 
blocks on Sunday and Monday—is the 
slow reveal of how Paul's psyche is 
affecting his work, and a lot of the best 
episodes involve him getting into it with 
his patients or (especially) his own psy- 
chiatrist, with each character wielding 
the other's psychology like a weapon. 


PAUL CLEARLY has the most trouble with 
Laura, his Monday patient, a disturbed 
young sexpot who reveals in the very first 


GET YOUR HEART 
RACING AT WEST 
EDMONTON MALL 
CEVANIK 


HIGH VOLTAGE 


TO WIN YOUR DOUBLE 
QUEST PASS, YOU MUST 


SIX LUCKY 


WILL GET A... 
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episode her love for Paul. As well-estab- 
lished as the notion of erotic transfer- 
rence is—it has to rank up there with 
Oedipus on the layman's understanding of 
psychiatric theories—watching Paul try- 
ing to maintain his composure while 
Laura pleads and plays with him, fully 
aware of her own power in the situation, 
is pure tension, only heightened by the 
close quarters. Likewise, when the arro- 
gant fighter pilot Paul is ostensibly treat- 
ing for stress starts forcing his sessions 
into dick-measuring contests, Paul's 
attempts to subdue his own simmering 
machoness are as fascinating as fully 
exploring the psyche of a man who 
dropped a bomb on a school. 

But /n Treatment really comes into its 
own in the Friday episodes, which feature 
Paul on the couch under the watchful eye 
of Gina (Dianne Wiest), his former men- 
tor. Though the drama here is undeni- 
able—even when Paul brings his wife to 
the sessions in an attempt to save their 
marriage, this is two psychiatrists spar- 
ting like bighorn sheep for situational 
dominance—these sessions are truly fas- 
cinating for the way Paul filters his own 
experiences when he talks about them. 
Watching Paul, who should ostensibly 
know better, twist what happened to suit 
predetermined viewpoints reminds us 
that there really is no such thing as a reli- 
able narrator, particularly when the sub- 
ject is ourselves. For all its drama and 
formality, the overarching message of In 
Treatment is that there's much more bub- 
bling under our surface than even we're 
aware of, and sometimes the only place 
you need to look to find a fascinating sea 
of contradiction, repression, passion and 
confusion is in the mirror. w 


TO ENTER: 


CLICK THE BANNER 
ON THE RIGHT SIDE 
OF THE PAQE! 


FILM CAPSULES 


Metro (originally released in 1980). Not 
only do we have a movie about the 
mounting of a play, but one in which vir- 
tually every character must deceive the 
others as a means of survival. This is 
Paris in 1942, and the Germans have 
moved in. 

Actress Marion Steiner (Catherine 
Deneuve) has assumed management of 
the Théatre Montmartre following the 
disappearance of her husband, the 
admired yet conspicuously Jewish direc- 
tor Lucas Steiner (Heinz Bennent). They 
rehearse a play called, aptly enough, 
Disappearance. \t stars Marion and 
Bernard Granger (Gérard Depardieu), a 
doggedly persistent pussyhound and 
fresh transplant from the Grand Guignol. 
Just as the icy Marion maintains a secret 
life whose locus lies within the bowels 
of the Montmartre, Bernard's amiability 
seems a cover for some conspiratorial 
activities that find him skulking in the 
alley. Of course the real conspiracy's 
been designed by Truffaut and co-scenar- 
ist Suzanne Schiffman, who only gradu- 
ally reveal the ways in which Marion and 
Bernard are unwittingly aligned. 

Oscar-nominated and César-show- 
ered, this was the most commercially 
successful, audience-friendly film of 
Truffaut's late career. Yet there's some- 
thing quietly subversive about its tone. 
Rather than portray occupied France as 
a grim, claustrophobic and inherently 
corrupting environment, Truffaut, 
reflecting on his own childhood memo- 
ries, paints it with unapologetic nostal- 
gia. His attention to detail is often 


EXCLU 
CHE: PART 


2 
Check 


ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMS OF THE YEAR 


AN EXPERIENCE YOU | 


WONT FORGET. 


Benicio Del lag a magnificent 


performance. 


‘DEL TORO IS FLAWLESS. | 


ENGAGEMENT OF 
STARTS APRIL (7 


eatre directories for sho 


whimsical. A voice-over informs us tia) 
the theatres and cinemas were alwa 

full, the offer of warmth, escape and ;}, 
community facilitated solidarity thro,,,) 
spectatorship. The Nazi presence js, 
trivialized, yet neither is it dwelled ,, 

Its a potentially catastrophic nuisa,, 

that must be endured, and Truffayy, 
Parisians, the compromised and coy 

geous, do what they must. For ali 

ostensible desperation underlying 7). 
Last Metro, it's played as Blegant far, 
rather than grave drama. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly given thy 
approach, what makes Marion q, 
Bernard memorable characters 
everything to do with the actors ang i) 
tle with the material. Bernard especia) 
ly feels only sketched out by the seriq, 
leaving a disproportionate share of th. 
fleshing out in the thankfully capabje 
burly hands of Depardieu, whose pre 
ence, as always, is considerable. || 
loved the scene where he tries 
analogize his lust as being “like cra 
a hot croissant.”) 

However, the dominant source ; 
pleasure in The Last Metro is simply it 
craftsmanship, the culmination of seve 
al talents having worked together oy 
Many years. The images, photographed 
by the great Néstor Almendros 
washed in a warm array of reds, oranges 
and browns. The quick fade-outs fall ove 
clipped scene endings like a soft hush 
There's a wealth of sensuality generated 
from the mere—and oft repeated— 
glimpse of Deneuve's legs as they’ 
caressed. And there is in this a portrait 
a no-longer young but still tender mar- 
tiage that's rendered moving by a touch 
so light it almost has to be French. wv 
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e keeps you riveted. 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ronto’s Fucked Up almost 
seems to be famous in spite of 
itself. For one thing, the mem- 
bers have claimed at various times to 
be anything from simply indifferent to 
each other to being mortal enemies, so 
i's a wonder the group stays together. 
And with a stage show as chaotic and 
destructive as the band's is, it’s a won- 
der it’s ever invited back anywhere. 
Furthermore, the band seems to tour 
and record by the seat of its pants. 


= FUCKED UP 


co 
Qo. 


Wilt OTHERS, WAR DOVES 
PAWN SHOP $13 


For example, the band’s most 
recent tour to China—a country not 
exactly known for its laid-back atti- 
tude—was put together in about a 
week, after the band received an offer 
to play neighbouring Japan. Interna- 
tional touring is not the easiest thing 
to do, especially for a rag tag group of 
rock 'n' rollers. For any band to do 
something like that—not to mention a 
band that goes by a moniker that The 
New York Times refused to print—is 
pretty ballsy. But for guitarist Mike 
Haliechuk—sometimes known as 
10,000 Marbles—it was more or less 
par for the course. 

“It was different from other tours 
we've done because it seemed like we 
were hardly playing any shows, which 


‘all know how the old say- 
ings go: it's not the size of the 
dog in the fight, it's the size of 
in the dog: small fish in a big pond; 
can take the kid out of punk, but 
can't take the punk out of the kid 
it as Port Amoral’s lead man Jared 
5 Staris explaining his band’s rise, 
> clichés of trials and strains aren't 
They're refreshingly honest. | 
, here's a band from Winnipeg that 
it Out for years, is forced to replace 
members, 


THE KETTLE BLACK / 53. 


CANNIBAL CORPSE/ 57 _ERERERE 


THE JOYS / 60 


Not exactly the best of friends 


Fucked Up keeps it together through six blogs and dozens of releases 


was cool, I thought. We'd get there and 
kind of spend a couple of days in town 
and then play a show as an after- 
thought,” he says of the trip. “We got 
an offer to play in Japan, so we kind of 
ended up going to China partly 
because we found some cheap plane 
tickets home, so we bought the tickets 


and set the tour up in a week after 
delaying it for about a year. It was 
actually really convenientfor us to go." 

A bit of an odd way to approach 
touring through one of the most total- 
itarian states in the world, but that’s 
just how Fucked Up rolls, I guess. The 
band takes chances, not only musical 


David Waldman 


ly—as it did on its newest and most 
experimental album to date, 2008's 
The Chemistry of Common Life—but 
also within the realm of business 
During the recording of both the 
band’s newest album as well as its 
first full-length, Hidden World, the 
band didn’t have a record deal 


“We knew it was going to be an 
album but we didn’t know who was 
going to be putting it out or how 
much we would have to spend on it 
so we would just go into the studio 
every couple weeks for a couple days 
and it just became what it be came 
explains Haliechuk of th 
process. “There was really no de 
point where we were like, 'It's fi 
ished.” We just kept going wher 
had time and when we didn’t have 
any more time it was finished.” 


BUT WHAT ABOUT that stuff about the 


band hating each other? A band could- 
n’t have stayed together as long as 
Fucked Up has while at the same time 
not liking each other, right? The 


answer is: maybe. When Haliechuk 
speaks of the dynamic of the band, i 

doesn't seem like that of the Beatles or 
the Ramones—the players in Fucked 
Up weren't buddies from the neigh- 
bourhood who got together to form a 
band. They were more like aquain- 
tances, and now, well, it’s complicated 


So complicated that, though Haliechuk 
runs what is considered the band’s 
“official” blog, some of the other mem- 
bers also keep competing blogs 
including lead singer Damian Abra- 
ham, whose blog seems dedicated to 
making fun of Haliechuk 

“I guess that’s the pullquote for 
your article,” groans Haliechuk, “We 
have to have six blogs because we 
don't agree on anything.” \v 
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PORT AMORAL 
WITH SEASE AL, THIS IS WAR 
STARLTE ROOM, S28(ALL AES 


PREVUE 


“A lot of things we've done have 
not turned out the way we hoped they 
would,” Weiss states proudly, referring 
to the process of recording the band’s 
upcoming debut album for Roadrun- 
ner Records, home to acts ranging 
from Sepultura and Megadeth to Slip- 
knot and Nickelback. “We took a leap 
of faith. Like anything, once you cross 
that bridge, it’s never quite what you 
think it would be." 


The bottom of the big league 


or Port Amoral, a record deal leads to more hills to climb 


That “leap” meant crossing over 
from the top of one ladder to the 
bottom of another. It was, for Weiss 
and company, an opportunity they 
couldn't pass up 

"So many bands have this 
impression that [being on a label] is 
where you need to get to—and 
they're right, in a sense—but you 
get there and realize it’s a lot more 
work ... you have to prove to peo- 
ple and earn things. All these bands 
on [Roadrunner] are still scratching 
and clawing away at each other to 
try and move up that ladder, just 
like smaller bands trying to get gigs 
at that level.” 


THIS IMAGERY OF “crossing over” has 
become the sub-plot for Port Amoral 
Although the group defines itself as a 
metal band first and foremost, Weiss 
and his co-songwriter/brother Eric 
pride themselves on bridging metal’s 
emphasis on technical showmanship 
with punk’s melody-inspired approach 
to songwriting. 


“| feel we really cross over those 
genres in a way that not many other 
bands do,” he admits. “We're a band 
you can-come see tive and bang 
your head to, but you can also really 
sing along to it. The idea is, you 
come see us, you leave the show 
and you can still hear a lot of the 
melodiesin your head.” w 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


‘FAL YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 786.425.2088 
OR EMAL GLENS AT 


CRADLES FRAY AT 3 PA 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND G&LL Duff 
Robison 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ with 
Ronnie After Work hosted by Ron. 
Reult every Thy and Fri 4-pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Chice Alben. 
Emma Cook, Kelsey Kulak (sing/song- 
writers); $10 


BLUES ON WHYTE James Murdoch 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6- 
10pm 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND 
GRILL Open mic at the pub: hip hop 
‘open mic every Thursday night with 
host Yak Dollaz 


(COOK COUNTY Aaron Pritchatt: 
Spm: $20 at TicketMaster 


CROWN AND ANCHOR Christian 
Hansen and the Autistics, Michael 
James Band; no cover 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursday open jam 
hosted by The Assassins of youth 
(blues/rock}, 9pm; no cover 

DVB Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 
LAKE Open Mic Nights Ist and 3rd 
Thu every month; 6:30-8:30pm: open- 
mic@deadmansdog.com 


ENCORE CLUB Industry Music and 
Networking Night: $10 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open jam; 
6:30pm 


HULBERT'S Brittany Ayotte; Spm: 
$10 (door) 


HYDEAWAY-ALL AGES ART 
‘SPACE CSR presents. Ramshackle 
Day Parade featuring: Robe and 
Allied, Aina, Rapeseed, 2man electric 
band; Open mic 


SAMBAERS PUB Thursday open jam: 
T-\\pm 

J AND B BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12-30am 


JUUAN'S PIANO BAR-CHATEAU 
LOURS Justin Serink {jazz piano); 8pm 
LB°S PUB Open jam with Ken 
‘Skoreyko; 9pm 


UVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 
EW CITY Real McKerzies, Old 
‘Wives, Blame Its, Prisoner Cinema, 
Tarantuja; $10 {adv) 

NEW CITY Zoro Something, Vox 
Humana 


WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S ON WHYTE Slowbum; 
9:30pm-12:15am, 
PAWN SHOP Nomeansno, Potty 


Umbrella, Coffin Ships; 8pm; tickets 
at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd 


PROHIOBITION SPEAKEASY The 
Injunction: Cobra Commander, And 
Mike Ruckus, guests 


RED PIANO-PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring the Red 
Piano Players; 8pm-1am 


RIVER CREE RESOMT Fick 
Springfield; 8pm 

SECOND CUP-VARSCONA Live 
music every Thursday night: Peter 
Chemiawesky (classic rock, contem- 
pary): 7-Spm_ 

STARLITE ROOM The Haunted, 
Nechtmystium, Kylesa, Intronaut; 8pm 
{door}; $24 at Ticketmaster.ca, union- 
events.com. Blackbyrd 

URBAN LOUNGE Kokanee Freeride 
Battle of the Bands Finals; Rattle 
Snake Romeo, Secondhand Smoke; 
no minors; 3pm {door}; $8 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Shila Marie 


X WRECKS Allan Les Ropchan and 
the Blues Busters 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs on 3 levels-Topwise 
Soundsystem spin Dub & Reggae in 

The Underdog 


VENUE GUIDE 


Ave, 780.439.3981 * BLUE QUILL COMMUNITY CENTRE 11304 - 25 Ave * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 ¢ BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstei's) 
780.428.1099 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 « CAMROSE CASINO 3201-48 Ave, Camrose * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd 

780.463.9467 « CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780 424 9467 « CHATEAU LOUIS-JULIAN’S/ROYAL COACH/TOUCH OF CLASS 11727 Kingsway 
780 452 7770 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 780.462.6565 * CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail * COAST TO COAST 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY MoWASTY'S Punk Flock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays; Baddazz Easter Bashment: 
with Toronto’s Spex and Uran 
Substance Soundcrew Invinceable, 
Touch It and Capone 


WALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DUs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with OJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Dacha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret: no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 
9.30pm hosted by Greg Gory and DJs 
Blue Jy and Dildozer 


OW THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New: 
Classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am, no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurday 
with org666 ” 

STARLITE ROOM Music Ist and The 
Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Shamik and quests; 8pm 
STOLUS Dancehall, hip hop with OJ 
Footnotes hosted by Elle Dirty and 
ConSciance every Thu; no cover 


TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock and Roll 


LISTINGS ALSO 


AVAILABLE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutt 
Robison 

AVENUE THEATRE Parkway Drive, 
Stick to your Guns, Mychildren 
Mybride, Gravemaker:, all ages; 
6:30pm (door); $13 {adv\/$15 (day of) 
available at 780.477.2149 or at 
Avenue Theatre, 10am-Gpm 


BEER HUNTER-WEST END Miss 
Understood 


BLUES ON WHYTE Mobadass 


(BRDX BAR The Joys (Toronto), The 
Souther Pinks and The Shakedowns; 
‘9pm {door}; $10 {door} 

CAMROSE CASINO Slowbum; 
8:30pm-12:30am_ 

CARROT Live music Fridays: Lindsey 
Walker and Drew Malcolm; all ages; 
7:30-9:30pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Robin Kelly 
{Elvis tribute) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 

CENTURY CASINO Holly Woods, 
Toronto; 7pm 

COAST TO COAST Open Stage 
every Friday night with host Leona 
Burkey at Spm 

DV8 TAVERM Live music every Fri; 
Spm; $5 


EDDIE SHORTS Me Next, The 
Havenots (rock ‘n’ roll) 


ENCORE CLUB Souljah Fyah (reg- 
gee); $10 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Dino Dominelli (jazz 6-Sprn; $5 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Striker, Road 
Warrior (EP release party); 7pm; $10 
at TIX on the Square 


HULBEAT'S J.P. Mortier; 8pm; $10 
(door) 


IRISH CLUB Jam session; 8pm; no 
cover 


IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 
Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4611 « AVENUE THEATRE 9030-118 
Ave, 780.477.2149 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.003! 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 » BEER 
HUNTER-WEST END 7522-2178 St, 780.489.7877 * BILLY 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany « 
‘and guests 

JEFFREY PS Jett Hendrick (A 
singer/sax player); $10 
JEKYLL AND HYDE (PUB) ¢ 


Friday: Headwind (classic poy 
Spm; no cover 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR-CHiay:), 
LOUIS Graham Lawrencs (ja a 
8pm 

LBS Train Wreck 


NEW CITY LIKWID Loune ); 
the City, Hale Hale, Timmy Js 
(door) 


NEW CITY | love ‘805 day 
Easter Long-Weekend; 8) 
Naz Namao; no minors: 9prn (: 


OM THE ROCKS The Rumbic 
Strippers 


180 DEGREES Sexy Friday 
every Friday 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) 7: 


PAWN SHOP The Raptors, 1 
Painted Birds, The JR's, The 
Sheepdogs; 8pm 


RED PLANO-PIANO BAR 
dueling piano show featuring 
Piano Players; 9pm-2am 


SHAW CONFERENCE CET 
Fear Energy Music Tour Feat 
God, Children of Bodom, A 
Dying, Municipal Was’ 
Forbid; all ages; 7pm; 
$45 (day of show) at Ticket 
SOBEVS— COLLEGE PLAZA, unex) 
SOUNDS Lane Amdt Trio (2x 


SOBEYS-— JASPER AVE, URDAN 
SOUNDS Don Berar Trio {jax 


STARLITE ROOM Good Fics 
Jesus, Necrobiosis, Kyrosy : 
(door): $10 (door) | 


‘STEEPS—OLD GLEWORA | 
Music Fridays: Caity Fish I 
10:30pm 


VARDBIAD SUITE Rubin ( 
{CD release event): 8pm (do 
(show); $14 (memberi/$18 (gu 
TicketMaster 


BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, | 
780.484.7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-92 Ave, 780.439.1082 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 * BLUES ONWHYTE 103295? | 


PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calgary Trail, 780.439.8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bidg, U of A, 780.492.3611 * COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Place: 


101, 9707-110 St, 780.452.7800 * CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd, 780.472.7696 « CROWN PUB 10709-109 St, 780.428.5618 * DIESEL 
ULTRA LOUNGE 11845 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 780704.CLUB * DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 « 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 * DV8 TAVERN 8307-99 St, www.DV8TAVERN.com * EARLY STAGE SALOON 4911-52 Ave, Stony Plain * 
ECO CAFE Village at Pigeon Lake © EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 780,489.SHOW * ENCORE CLUB 957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 


780.417.0111 * FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 780.449.3378, 780.464.2852 * ADDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FLTHY MCNASTY'S 
10511-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 * FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 * FOX PUB 100, 10125-109 St * FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, StAlbert * 


FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780.488.4841 » GINGUR 


SKY 15505-118 Ave, 780.913.4312/780.953.3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, .780.423.HALO » HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony PlainRd | 
780.756.6010 * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 « HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 » HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780.436.1161 * 


HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE 10209-100 Ave * IRON BOAR PUB 4911-5ist St, Wetaskiwin * IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS | 
PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780.451.8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 © JEFFREY’S CAFE 9640 142 St, 780.451.8890 « JEKYLL AND 


HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 (pub)/780.429.5081 (rest) « JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-24 Ave, 780.466.6552 * 
JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 10045-155 St « JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 780.429.1000 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 » KINGSWAY 

LEGION 10425 Kingsway Ave, 780.425.8654 Ave * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 780.460.9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 * LEVEL | 
2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 780.447.4495 » LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East * LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Ad, St Albe"'. 


780.460.1122 « McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St * MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 St » NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 * 
NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 * NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 * NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-109A Ave * 
O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 * O'MAILLE’S IRISH PUB 398 St. Albert Tr, StAlbert ¢ 180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 « ON THE 


ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 « OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 780.423.1643 * OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 SI. 
780.485.1717 * PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2112 © PARKLAND GRILL 5322-44 272, Spruce Grove, 780 884 4579 « PAWN SHOP 1055! 
82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLAY : 
NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St * PROHIOBITION SPEAKEASY 11026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 * RED PIANO-PIANO BAR 1638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8822-1’ 
St, 780.486.7722 * RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St * ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St. 
780.482.5253 * SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 12336-102 Ave, 780.451.7574 * SECOND CUP-STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq * SECOND CUP-VARSCONA Varscona Hotel, 106 St, Whyte Ave  SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 453-6006 » SOBEYS URBAN 


FRESH-JASPER 10404 Jasper Ave * SOBEYS URBAN FRESH-COLLEGE PLAZA 8225 112 St » SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St » STARLITE ROOM | 
10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 « STEEPS-OLD GLENORA 12411 Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.1505 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave. 
780.988.8105 * STOLLI'S 2nd Fl, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 * SUEDE LOUNGE 11806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave. 
St.Albert, 780.458.0860 * UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7699 * WILD WEST SALOON 1291250 

St, 780.476.2388 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 * X WRECKS 93 Ave, 50 St, 780.466,8069 « Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, 
www. yafterhours.com ¢ YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780.459.0295 
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(remember that?) at the Lol- 
la wsic festival in Chicago's 
Grant Park, | saw Saul Williams roll out a 
" yery interesting form of crowd interac- 
tion. Dressed all futuristic Apache, he 
passed out feathers of various colours to 
the crowd and performed his thoughtful 
post-rap in ways that played to the curi- 
ous whiteness of his audience. I've seen 
things like this done in different stripes 
by people like The Blow, but never with 
such specific, underlying social commen- 
tary. Saul acknowledges music as a 
method of oral storytelling and reinforces 
that by separating the audience into 
trbes. Weirdly enough, this show stands 


as a visual representation of a currently 


papular music trend. 


The insanely far-reaching popularity of 
Animal Collective's Merriweather Post 


Pavilion might be to blame, but there 
appears to be a thriving tribal indie-rock 
scene developing in Brooklyn, New York. 
How do you classify a “tribal” band? These 
bands, all based in Brooklyn, adhere to tribal 
design aesthetics as well as the use of 
African or Indian music instruments and 
thythms in pop music. Some of these bands, 
which include Yeasayer, MGMT, Gang Gang 
Dance, |UD, and most recently, Here We Go 
Magic and Suckers, even have war paint on. 
They used to call it “freak-folk,” but 
that's just lazy journalism that doesn’t 
apply to the sonic differences of the vati- 
ous acts that diverge from their similar 
physical attributes. One uniting factor for 
these bands is an acceptance of minimal- 
ism and expansive musical dynamics. 
They apply a jam band’s ear for tension 
and patience to modern forms, building 
with drum circles and group vocals that - 
express the tribal influence. 


THE INTERPRETATION varies from artist 


to artist but some apply it more literally 
than others. California's Rainbow Arabia 


yeryone just wants to belong 
ACKLASH BLUES 


ekly.com 


are a married couple that make music 
that comes across as a direct sonic trans- 
lation of their name. The group's The 
Basta EP features wood blocks, sitars and 
jumpy, rolling drums, all to make dance 
music that isn’t quite Bollywood, but cer- 
tainly in the same neighbourhood. “Let 
Them Dance” is a standout, all bells and 
gongs and flutes—it’s a club banger for 
the gold-plated hotels in Abu Dhabi. 
Outside of RA, what is it about 
Brooklyn that appeals to this culture 
mining? It's a multicultural, post-gentri- 
fication living arrangement that match- 
es artists from all over Earth with each 
other for unprecedented cross-pollina- 
tion of ideas. People are buying head- 
dresses as a fashion accessory, literally 
and figuratively. It's like a whiter itera- 
tion of the Harlem Renaissance. Maybe 
habitation in a melting pot appeals to 


the inherent desire for segmented, 
familial links. If that were the case, 


then does Edmonton's jean-jacket army 
of rockists count as a tribe? Warriors, 
come out and play. wv 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma: 
no cover 


V AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AMD GILL Dutf 
Robison 

AVENUE THEATRE The ides of 
Ruin, Nobody Likes Dwight, Days 
pee seal 


SEER HUNTER-WEST END Miss 
Understood 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
‘the Dog: live acoustic music every 
Saturday aftemoon, this week Jesse 
‘Dee and Jacquie 8; 4-Gpm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jan Randall, 
Jammie Philp, guests; $10 


{Geork $10 (door) 


CAMROSE CASINO Slowburn: 
8:30pm-12:30am 

CARROT Open mic Ssturdays; 730- 
10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Robin Keily 
(Elvis tribute) 


(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
{Cantbean) 


(COAST TO COAST AC the ACE, DJ 
fing Violets, Sacred 
lla, the 


Hanwill; 1:30pm (sign-up, every Sat, 
25pm 
DVS TAVERN Live music every Sat 
Spm $5 
el epreahiecal 

‘Saturday Live Music 
EDDIE SHORTS Exit | (reggae) 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Benny Banas: and Bloody Beet 
oats, Spm. 
ENCORE CLUB Souljah Fyah (reg- 
gpek $10 
FESTIVAL PLACE Jane Bunnett and 
the Spirit of Havana; 730m 
ae oe om Road 
Warrior (EP reloase partyk 7pm: $10 
‘at TK on the Squece 

PUB Open Stage/mic host: 

ed by Krackers; 3pm 
WULBERT'S Dovid 
Vieky Berg; fen; $10 


AGES ART 
PAGE nS Yen, 
‘Sky Rasy 73000 


(ROM BOAR PUB Jax in 
‘Wetaskiwin featuring jazz tris the 


with 


Ist Saturdisy each month: this month: 
The Don Bemer Trio; Spm; $10 
IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and quests 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday opan 
jam, 3-7:30pmc country/rock band 
Spm-2am 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{classic pop/rock); Spm; no cover 
JUUAN'S PIANO BAR-CHATEAU 
LOUNS Graham Lawrences (jazz 
piano); Bpm 

LB’S PUB Molsons Saturday open 
stage every Saturday afternoon hast- 
ed by Gord Macdonald) 4:30-9pm 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Keri Lynn Zwicker (Harp), Rouge Trio; 
readings and reflections by Timothy 
J. Anderson, and Rey. John Henry 
Weinlick: 3pm; no cover 
MORANGO’S TEX CAFE Saturday 
open stage: hosted by Or. Oxide: 7- 
10pm. 

NEW CITY The City Streets, Kettle 
Black, Gutteraw/; 7pm (door); no 
minors; $7 

O'BYRNE'S Live Band Saturday 3- 
Tpm; BS 3:30pm 

180 DEGREES Dancehall and 
Reggae night every Saturday 


ON THE ROCKS Six String Loaded 
PALACE CASINO (WER) The Ride 


PAWN SHOP Rockey Night In 
Canada: Portal, Somastate, 
Hollywoed Assassyrc 7:30pm 
RED PIAHO-PLANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring the 
Red Piano Players: Spm-2am 
SOBEYS— COLLEGE PLAZA, 
URBAN SOUNDS Mo Lofever Trio 


{door} 

‘TAPHOUSE-ST. ALBERT Fifth and 
Vegas: 10per 

‘TOUCH OF CLASS—CHATEAU 
LOUIS Dwayne Cannan (blues, 
"SDa/'60s, roots, originals); 8:30pm- 
12am} 


URBAN LOUNGE Heather 
MeXenzie Banti, 99m, $5 


VAT-RED DEER Liz Meedeville and 
the Blue Points 


WILD WEST SALOON Shilo Marie 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Martin 
Sexton; Spm: $30 (adultl/$15 (under 
2) 
YAADBIRD SUITE William Cam 
Quintet: 8pm (doce), Spm (show $16 
{member \/$20 (guest) at 
‘TicketMaster 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturday 
‘QUs on three levels. Main Floor 
Menace Sessions: alt 
tock/electro/trash with Miss 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Hock. hip hop 
house, mash up 


ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 
Sat a different theme 


FLIRD LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen 8 and 
DU Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

GINGUA SKY Soulout Saturdays 
with TOK, DJ Spex, Invineeable, 
Spyee, Capone; 11pm (dork; $40 
fadv, more at door} 

HALD For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with DU Junior Brown, 
Luke Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari 
Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Sanwday 
DY Groovy Cuvy and quests 
NEWCASTLE PUB Saturdays: Top 
40, requests with OJ Sheri 


NEW CITY UKWAD LOUNGE Punk 
Rowk Saturdays with Todd and Alex 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Soturdeys 
Suck with Greg Gory and Blue Jay 
PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with Pi resi- 
dents 

RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and quests 

REMDEZVOUS Survival metal night 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DESEO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Starting Disco: Top 40 Request with a 
mite of retro and disco; 14:30pm and 
7-10:30pm,; www.sports-world.co 
STOLLI'S OM WHYTE op 40, A&B, 
house with People's OJ 

‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with OJ Nic-E 
every Saturciay 

TEMPLE (0) Snap!: Every Saturdsy, 
Cobra Commander and guests, Spm 


WUNDERBAR Festured 0 and 
focal bands 


YV AFTERHOURS felease Saturday 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Exstor Sunday: 
Stringbeans Quartet (classical) 


BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT Jazz on 
the Side Sundays: Marc Beaudin Duo 


(wwwsetrofite.cal 


BLUES OM WHYTE Hotter Dan and 
‘the Boogie Patrol 


BRD BAR Cannibal Corpse [After 
party): with Death Toll Rising; no 
minars; 10pm (door); free {with 
Cannibal Corpse ticket)/$5 (without 
ticket) 


CONVOCATION HALL University of 
Alberta Department of Music, Jazz 

Choir: Happnin’. Spry $15 {adult)/$10 
{senior/student) at TIX on the Square 


(CROWN PUB Every Sun: Band War 
2009; 5-Spny $3; until July 5. 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
Music Session, hosted by Ken-Lynne 
wicker, 47pm. 


EDDIE SHORTS Sunday open stage, 
weith host Rob Taylor. all gear provided 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Open Mic 
Sundays battle of the bands; 99m, 
(door $10 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah Fyah 
Sundays; 8pm, $10 (doorl/$5 (et 
dent\/$5 (restaurant/pub employees 
with pay stub) 

HULBEAT'S Enstor Brunch: Brett 
Miles (Saxophone) 


LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by 
Lenny 8 and the Cats; 430pm ‘til 
whenever 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Easter Celebration: with the Doug 
emer Brass Quartette; 10:30am 


NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 
open stage with Willy James and 
Craweded; 3-Gpm 


NEW CITY Bingo: Easter Sunday: 
hosted by Jeyman, Gory and 
Dildazer, no minors: Spm (door) 
NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday hosted 
by Ban Disaster; 9nm (sign-up); no 
cover 

OBYRNE'S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (the Wheat Poo!) 

ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with Mobadass: Spen 

PAWN SHOP F**Ciod Up, 40 
Thieves, War Doves; Spm $13 at 
TicketMaster 


SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN 
EQUEPMENT CO-OP Live music 
‘every Sun: 24pm: Don Jenken {'60s, 
70s and "BOs guitar}; 24pm 


STARLITE ROOM Cannibal Corpse, 
The Faceless, quests: all ages; Spm 
{door}, $30 at TicketMaster, 
Blacktyrd, Unionevents.com 


CLASSICAL 


COMVOCATION HALL University of 
Alberta Jazz Choir, Happnin’; Jobo 
MeMillan (director), $15 (aduitl/$10 
(erudent/senior} 
ROYAL COACH 

LOUIS Petro 


OENG-CHATEAL 
Polujin (classical guitarl: Spm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoii and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil. 2-7om: Main Floor: 


‘THUTAP®7=) THE FROLICSiiesemnaunssng 


FRI&SAT//APR17818 


$4.25 
Jager Shots 
ALL NIGHT! 


AT CONVOCATION HALL 


Fripay, APRIL 17, 2009 i 
8:00 pm Concert i 
7:15 pm  Pre-Concert Talk by Faculty Composers 

Howard Bashaw, Mark Hannesson, Andriy Talpash 


Joanne Yu, cello 

Roger Admiral, piano 

Brian Jones, percussion 

Mark Hannesson, live electronics 
Angela Schroeder, conductor 


Shelley Younge, flute 

Jeff Campbell, clarinet 
David Quinn, bass clarinet 
Brian Sand, trumpet 
Aaron Au, violin 


New Music sy Factcry Composers 
Seven Spheres; Form Achimage Howard Bashaw 
Folie 4 deux; All My Friends Are Imaginary — Mark Hannesson 
The Banyan Construct from 61° Andriy Talpash 


Tickets are available av the door or in advance at TIX on the Square 


780.420.1757 and The Gramophone 780.428.2356 


MUSIC 


WWW.EMUSIC.UALBERTA.LCA 
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=| ENTER SANDOR 
ow 

— | STEVEN SANDOR 

= | steven@veweekly.com 

As | write this, it's Juno weekend and | 
am sitting in my Toronto office, check- 
ing the wire for the latest entertain- 
ment news. With music and hockey 
being two things | can’t live without, | 
am drawn to a piece about the Juno 
Cup. The Canadian Press has gone big 
on coverage of the game, which saw a 
group of celebrity musicians, led by 
Blue Rodeo’s Jim Cuddy, beat a group 
of former NHLers. A 

Now, this isn’t exactly Earth-shattering 
stuff. The crossover between the Canadi- 
an music scene and hockey has become 
common over the last decade. Charity 
games are staples of Juno weekends. 

But, it got me thinking back to maybe 
the game that began it all. | don’t think 
we can give enough credit to a little char- 
ity game that took place in Edmonton 
back in late March 1998, and | think it did 
a lot to spread the rock-hockey game into 
a recognized phenomenon that gets lots 
of hype and coverage. 

Keith Rubuliak, love him or hate him, 
was one of the most aggressive promoters 
I'd ever met. And his dream was to pro- 
mote a show by his favourite band, Bad 
Religion. Not only that, but to place Bad 
Religion, a group of self-affirmed hockey 
nuts who counted then-NHL stars Felix 
Potvin and Janne Niinimaa as some of its 
biggest fans, into a charity hockey game. 


“Orange County Keith” had visions of play- 
ing the game in West Edmonton Mall, with 
lots of Oilers attending or even playing; 
but the show and game were scheduled 
too late into the NHL season, at a time 
when league GMs ask their players to 
focus 100 per cent of their attention in the 
run-up to the playoffs and stop messing 
around with extracurricular activities. 

So, the game was scaled down to an 
all-music industry affair, with proceeds 
going to the food bank. Bad Religion and 
a bunch of the band’s friends from the 
Los Angeles entertainment scene, 
including film people, faced a Canadian 
team featuring members of the Odds. 
Local bandleader and sound-man 
Andrew White was on the team, as 
were members of Saskatchewan rockers 
Wide Mouth Mason. Jerry Wong, a gui- 
tarist from a Vancouver act called Damn 
the Diva that | really dug at that time, 
was 4 scoring threat. 


THE GAME CAME AFTER a night of drink- 
ing and trash talking at the old location of 
the New City Likwid Lounge two nights 
before. | remember the Canadian guys 
started calling the BR players members of 
“the California pussy league,” and some 
words being exchanged. 

The game was played in a very cold 
Coronation Arena, and the stands were 
full. It had the atmosphere of something 
between a cool indie show and a champi- 
onship Junior B game, with fans toting hot 
chocolates and arena fries as they sat on 
wooden benches. 


And it was a chippy affair. Todd Hall, 3 
special effects guy from LA, slashed Odds: 
bass player Doug Elliott. A musician with 3 


_ busted hand or fingers is, well, unem- 


ployed, so in most musicians’ leagues 
_hacks to the hands are treated even more 
-Strictly than in other leagues. When Hal) 
hacked Elliott, he got a cross-check in the 
face in return. And, for a few seconds, | 
thought we were going to. have ourselves 
a good old-fashioned donnybrook. 

In the end, the Canadians won in a 
shootout—and this was befo;; 
shootouts were really in vogue in hock 
ey—and claimed the Great White Cup 
When the game finished in a tie, Wong 
and Bad Religion guitarist Greg Hetson 
gathered at centre ice and discus 
their options. There was no way they'd 
let the game end in a tie. 

Earl Pereira from Wide Mout} 
Mason outduelled BR bassist and 
goalie Jay Bentley. 

“When we used to play in Los Ange- 
les, we thought we were pretty good, 
said Bentley back then. “Then we came 
to Canada and played some musicians 
from up here. | found out that we weren | 
really that good at all.” 

It was an event that didn’t seem ‘ike j 
was going to change the world. But it wa 
the game that began a string of musi 
industry charity matches. Juno Cup, you 
owe the Great White Cup a debt. v 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chie 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


See Gravy’s photo review of the Taste of Chaos show on page 59 Find his reviews and 
photos of Britney Spears, Junior Boys and Sebastien Grais x the Mountains online 


Ml REAL MCKENZIES 


OLD WIVES: BLAME-ITS - PRISONER CINEMA 


at vueweekly.com. v 
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EVERY SUNDAY * CHEAP DRINKS 


ae 


Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout, 
Motown, Disco with DJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; quest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

GINGUA Ladies Industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no 
cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Liz Manderville 
and the Blue Points 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Open 
Stage Mondays with different song- 
writers hosting each week; present- 
ed by Jimmy Whiffen of Hole in the 
Guitar Productions; 8-12 


DVS TAVERN UK SUBS, Captain 

Finger, Kroovy Rookers, Swill City 
Locals, The Pervs; 8pm (door); $20 
{door) at OVB 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jazz Night 
Tpm; $10 {door)/$5 (student) 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlors Society; 7pm 


LOUNGE The 


McDonald (alternating): 9pm-t2am 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-Zam 


DOG FREEHOUSE Nain 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense. 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest; Spm- 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.WA.G. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Liz Mandeville 
and the Blue Points 


BRDX BAR Big Rock Untapped and 
Unplugged: Will Bellcourt: 9pm 
(door); free (before 10pm)/$5 {after 
10pm) 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
Stage with Chris Wynters 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Gordon 
Lightfoot, 8pm; tickets at 
Ticketmaster 
LBS PUB Ammars Moosehead 
Tuesday open every Tuesday 
night; athe aie guests; 
hosted by Mark Ammar and Noel (Big 
Cat) Mackenzie 


QBYANES Celtic Jam with 
‘Shannon Johnson and fiends 
SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
mic every Tue; B-10pm, 

SECOND CUP STANLEY MILNER 
UBRARY Open mic every Tue; 7- 
Spm 

‘SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey 
Sidecar; 8pm 

YARDBIRD SUITE 

Jam Sessions: Audrey Ochoa; 
7,30pm (doorl/Bpm (show); $4 (mem- 
berl/S4 (quest) 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Floor; CJSR’s Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: with DJ Gundam: 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser, 9pm 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; no 
cover with student ID 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music; no cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE ‘abil- 


ly, Ghoul-rock. spooky with DJ Vylan 


Cadaver 
RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 


Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


Retro Night; 7-10:30pm; www.sports- 
world.ca 


LISTINGS ALSO 


AVAILABLE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Matt Andersen 
(East Coast blues), Jay Semko; 
7:30pm; $28 at Arden’s box office, 
780.459.1542, TicketMaster 

AXIS CAFE Aspen Switzer 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Glitter Guich Wednesdays: live 
music once @ mont 

BLUES ON WHYTE Liz Manderville 
and the Blue Points 

COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Live 
jazz every Wednesday night; 6-Spm; 
Mare Beaudin Trio 

EDDIE SHORTS Open stage every 
Wed all gear provided 

FADDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
Open Stage with Brian Gregg 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage 
with Ido; 8:30pm: free 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Shane and 
Naomi 

Every Wed Sing with 
the Rubber Band (sing-along, dance, 


comedy, karaoke, trivia); 8-11pm; $6 
minimum charge 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
NEW CITY Sangsara, Cockatoo 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Norther Bluegrass 


* Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday 


‘SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT Open Mic every WED 
8-10pm 

‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE 
PLAZA Open mic every Wed: & 
10:30pm 


TEMPLE Wyid Style Wodnes day 
Live hip hop, every Wed: © 


WILD WEST SALOON Hey Flomeo_ 


DIS 


TRA LOUNGE Wednes431 
Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Mo." 
Floor; Blue Jay's Messy Nest Wed 
Night: Brit pop, naw wave. punk. 
Fock ‘n’ roll with LL Coo} Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sex 
Sean 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE Wind-u» 
Wednesdays: R&B, hiphop. egg? 
old skool, reggaeton with 
InVinceable, Touch It, weekly 9 
Ous 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Nv 
This 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/AS8 wl 
DU Spincycle 

MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 0. 
Roxx Slade lindie, punk and mete!) 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Shai |" 
with Greg Gory and Eddie Luncte= 
no minors; 9pm (door) 

EGC DIAMONDS Punk and © 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
‘Wednesday 


‘STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
‘Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: 39m 


Hee Bean Oo ty. Lae 
Age and weakly guests; Spm-20"" 
eww beatparty.niot 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays \"” 
new DJ; no cover 


AFTERHOURS Y Not Wodne>%* 
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alling the Kettle Black 


Nick Johannes takes the lead and shoulders 
all of the responsibility in his solo project 


EDEN MUNRG / eden@vueweekly.com 

ior Nick Johannes, the decision 

to start up a solo project—the 

Kettle Black—wasn't a difficult 
one. It's an easy thing to start a band, 
but it gets progressively more difficult 
to stay on the same page as several 
other people as time passes and 
minds change, and Johannes had tired 
of that grind by the time he started up 
the Kettle Black. 

"I've played with a few bands and 
the band would do an album and then 
it would just kind of dissolve,” he 
explains. “You play with bands and 
then you want to go on the road and 
stuff and they're not into that, or .. 
ego trips get in the way. just playing 
in bands, it sometimes can be hard 
when you're playing in bands that 
don’t have the same ideas as you 
They do at the beginning, maybe, but 
then everyone goes their own way.” 

But while Johannes was intrigued 
by the possibilities of a solo project 
as far back as the ‘80s when he got 
his first drum machine, he admits 
that the technology was largely what 
held him up. 

“| grew up in Saskatoon and before | 
moved out to Vancouver | was working 


SAT, APALTT (101 Ph) 


THE KETTLE BLACK 
WITH THE TY STREETS, GUTTERAWL 
WWI, $7 


PREVUE 


with a drum machine and stuff—delay 
pedals and stuff like that,” he recalls. 
“Now with the loop pedals I can really 
do what I always wanted to do, where- 
as before you could kind of layer stuff 
but you really couldn't do much—the 
drum machines were kind of basic and 
you were kind of like, ‘No, | still need a 
band to do what | want to do,’ whereas 
now there's so much more.” 


JOHANNES" TRANSITION to the Kettle 


Biack was a reaction to the implosion 
of his previous bands, and he says 
that originally the project was not 
going to leave the recording studio 
But just as technology eventually 
caught up to his ideas of what he 
wanted to do musically, it also came 
around to the point that touring didn't 
seem so difficult anymore 

“I originally was gonna just do 
the studio thing and I wasn’t 
gonna do live anymore because | 
was sick of the whole business of 


having to deal with all of it,” he 
laughs. “I’ve been doing this for a 
while, before the Internet was 
around, and now with the Internet 
it’s so easy to do all the booking, 
and I’m just starting to do the 
press stuff now. It’s so much éasi- 
er and it doesn’t cost you a lot 
because email is free.” 

The musician admits that going 
solo does have the drawback of 
removing the social aspect from 
music making, but he’s found other 
outlets for that need, playing drums in 
Ottawa’s Ship Shapes. That collabora- 
tion has also led to the possibility of 
involving more players in the Kettle 
Black sometime in the future. 

“I'm working right now with some 
one, but it’s still taking shape,” he 
reveals. “The songs are a little differ 
ent. But I do like the solo thing 
because it’s a different thing. If things 
go wrong on stage—which they 
always do—you're just kind of able to 
deal with it much easier than having 
to deal with, ‘OK, what are we doing?’ 
You just kind of go, ‘OK, this is what 
I'm gonna do.’ You don’t have to 
communicate the mistakes or the 
problem to deal with that.” w 


M) / LAMB OF GOD / MOTHER'S MUSIC 


@ show over at the Shaw Conference Centre on 

Out. That doesn’t mean you can't get up close 

fs, though; brothers Will and Chris Adler, 

nmer, respectively, will be on hand earlier in the 
fore meet and greet. v 


SPACE ODDITY . 


LIVE HOURS: WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 7PM - 2AM 


CALL 780.930.2580 FOR INFORMATION 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD 


RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
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PREVUE / WED, APR 15 (9:30 PIM) / RODNEY DECROO / EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 


fee 


EDEN MUNRO / 
The history of Vancouver-based cowboy 
surf band the Modelos begins a number 
of years ago with a couple of 16-year-old 
kids playing music in Toronto. Guitarists 
Joe Rotundo and Mike Kenney grew up 
Playing music together back then, though 
they.went their separate ways for a time 
when moved to Vancouver in the 
fate “90s. It was a trail that Rotundo 
would ultimately follow a few years later. 
“l came out just because | was kind of 
getting sick of living in Toronto,” Rotundo 
admits. “! lived there for 10 years and did 
the whole bar scene and played in vari- 
us bands, so my buddy Mike said, ‘Why 
don't you come to Vancouver and check it 
out,’ and | did itand never left.” 

The reunited friends began writing 
Songs together in 2003 and by 2004 the 
band had been fleshed out by drummer 

_ Geoff Hicks and bassist Brad Ferguson and 
the Modelos were gigging around the city, 
: with a self-titled album following i in 2006. 


will be backing up Rodney 
n, but you 


é@ Weekly studio on 


Rotundo admits that the Modelos 
lucked into a pretty sweet gig along the 
way-that gave the band regular work and 
allowed it to develop naturally. 

"We have a steady Monday at the 
Railway Club—we call it Modelos Mon- 
days,” Rotundo explains, adding with a 
laugh, “It’s great. It’s basically our 
fehearsal space. You've got your hecklers 
and your bartenders right there for you. 

“We've been doing that for three years 
now, and it really helped the band devel- 
op and it’s sort of been our home base,” 
he continues. “We often have guests and 
we'll back them, and the Railway Club 
has been great to us. 

It's those Modelos Mondays that have 
led to the band’s upcoming tour through 
westem Canada with Rodney DeCroo. The 
Modelos will be doing double duty for the 
run, backing up DeCroo as well as playing 
its own full set in support of its second 
album, Saddle Justice. The affair promises 
to be a fairly loose one, very much like the 
Monday night jam sessions that sparked it. 

“We don’t get together too much to 
rehearse with other folks,” Rotundo 
reveals with a chuckle. “That's what 
we do on the Mondays—Wwe just kind 
of do it on the fly" w 


PREVUE / WED, APR 15 (8 PIM) / ASPEN SWITZER / AXIS CAFE 


Nelson, BC’s Aspen Switzer is coming through town in support of her sophomore 
release, Humble But Bearing No Apology. She'll be playing a number of 
house concerts along the way; her Edmonton show will beat Axis Café, but 

you can watch vidéo of a house concert that the songwriter played during 

her last trip through here on vueweekly.com. w 
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‘Corpse, which originated in Buffalo but is 
ow based in sunny Tampa, have never forgotten 
at life was like prior to becoming one of the 
host successful death metal bands in the world. 
The band didn’t exactly have an immediate 
hit—it had to slog its way from tiny club to tiny 
b, each tour getting bigger than the last, until it 
arted to make a bit of money. As bassist Alex 
iebster explains, it’s the fact that the band was 
bie to make a slow build towards success—as 
ell as a desire to never go back to the monotony 
day jobs—that has helped propel the band 
ough its 21 years together. 
“| think when you don’t get really big right 
ay and you do have to deal with a day job 
ind the normal everyday stuff as opposed to 
fetting big right off the bat you kind of develop 
appreciation for success when you finally 
et it that maybe some overnight success kinds 
if bands don't get because those always seem 
© be the ones that break up right away,” he 
plains before reminiscing about the last job 
le had prior to making Cannibal Corpse his 
il-time occupation. “I definitely wouldn't 
ant to go back to this one—the last regular 
Bb | had was in 1991 and it was working at a 
Wuler and wood product factory in upstate New 
Work. There were some cool people working 
ere and whatever, but it was boring—it’s not 
ind expanding work doing the same thing 
ery day in a factory. | would be doing that 


EL | STARLITE ROOM, $30 (ALL AGES) 


work but I'd be thinking about music for that 
entire eight hours.” 


THOUGH METAL HAS a tendency to parody itself, 


and some bands have even sold themselves as 
parody, Webster sees the music that Cannibal 
Corpse makes in an entirely different light. though 
he understands how people might be apt to have 
a giggle at the band’s use of gory lyrics and 
imagery—artwork for its newest album, Eviscera- 
tion Plague, contains a scene where zombies pull 
out their own intestines. He sees what Cannibal 
Corpse doés as an art form, albeit a grotesque 
one, whose esthetics must be played to 

“The stuff we're writing about is really disturbing 
and disgusting and I think it's a defence mecha- 
nism in the human brain to attach some sort of 
humour to it; well there’s nothing funny about it— 
it’s disgusting stuff,” he says. “We're trying to make 
music that is aggressive and dark and about ugly 
things and we want the music to sound that way 
and the lyrics have to match it. We want to find the 
dark sounding notes when we write songs and we 
have to have some sort of lyric that matches it, so, 
to us, aggressively violent lyrics that feature graph- 
ic gore .., seem to fit really well with the dark and 
negative vibe we're trying to capture with the 
music itself—they just go hand in hand.” w 
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AR OLY MIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

en that one half of Winnipeg's Absent Sound hails 
om Flin Flon—home of Canada’s giant legal grow 
P—you could make a joke about the inspirations 
ehind the band’s heady compositions. You could, but 
iat Would be a pockmark to Absent Sound's deep 
nine. The way the guitars massage, the way vocals 

ate—the band taps into something much deeper. 
Fint Absent Sound was one—Rob Menard. 
en David Fort came on board in 2002, the pair 
bled up in Pine Falls, Manitoba for a year to write. 

“| wouldn't quite call it the bush, but it was in the 
Us Bh, on the Winnipeg River. It was kind of a cot- 
8. And the point of that—and that's still one of 
+ pl brilliant writing periods of my life—was a 
ar away from the ‘city. And now we're overly inte- 
ed into the city,” Fort says on a rehearsal break. 
bat’s what that was about, and for me, that’s 

@ 4 core of the inspiration comes from.” 
Yau can hear the way a tree's leaves dapple the 
) You can hear a child's smile in the music the band 
sduices. And given the elements Absent Sound has 
porated in its shows—everything from projec- 
§ to action painting to stilt walkers—the band is 
'Y aware of the visuals music can inspire. 


But it’s not just the visual, it's also the visceral. It's 
music as journey, and these days Absent Sound— 
which now also includes Kelly Castle—has pared 
things down a touch 

“There's been a lot of changes over the last couple 
of years—going through various musicians—so we're 
kind of down to our core basics,” Fort explains. “So 
you're going to see a really stripped down Absent 
Sound show, really raw, straight-up music. It's still the 
core principals of Absent Sound in a new incarnation 
This tour is—how do | say this—we're just going to 
get back in the saddle. That doesn’t sound very cool, 
but we're trying to get geared up again.” 

That process includes beefing up Absent Sound's four- 
album dreamy discography with an EP recorded by Darryl 
Neudorf (Neko Case, the Sadies), with which Absent 
Sound is currently label shopping. And why not? Despite 
not sonically fitting into what you might call radio-friend- 
ly fare, Absent Sound has found a dedicated audience 
and made it on the charts in Spain—even though the 
band has never performed anywhere near there. 

“We've been putting out our own records since the 
start and we have four amazing records and it’s just 
time,” Fort says. “We have more lyrics now—'tts still 
pretty minimal compared to a lot of other bands. We 
sang before but it was a lot more hidden, vague and 
weird. And now there's discernible lyrics and food for 
thought, and it’s a really nice balance of that and old 
school, Absent Sound dreamscape stuff. 

"And we have a few songs that are shorter, six or 
seven minutes,” he laughs. w 
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The Hold Steady, A Positive Rage 
(Vagrant) There are live albums out 
there that are really little more than 
greatest-hits sets performed in front of 
an audience, with every note all but 
identical to the original studio record- 
ings. And there are also plenty of live 
albums that simply fall flat, the artists 
left dangling in the wind without the 
studio wizardry to prop them up. But the 
Hold Steady’s A Positive Rage, recorded 
during a sold-out tour stop in a Chicago 
club during the band’s 2006 tour in sup- 
port of Boys and 
Girls in America, is 
not one of those. 
Where too many 
live records bring 
nothing new toa 
band or its songs, 
the Hold Steady’s 
music takes on a 
new—or, rather, 
increased—urgency 
on A Positive Rage. 
The sound is 
swampy, like it’s 
being hammered 
out—beaten toa 
pulp, really—in a sweaty dive. And that’s 
exactly what took place when the Hold 


* Steady descended on Chicago's Metro, the 


band standing united in close quarters with 
its audience, beer and sweat mixing freely. 

The highlights include “Lord I'm Dis- 
couraged,” which assumes an uneasy 
stance on A Positive Rage, Craig Finn’s 
plaintive voice and lyrics becoming a 
sermon of sorts as he addresses the 
barroom crowd, and the breakdown in 
“Southtown Girls,” with the rhythm 
grinding to a crawl and a guitar stretch- 
ing wide for a short solo, until a har- 
monica takes over and leads the band 
back into the chorus—it’s a touching, 
unifying moment for both band and 
audience, as voices rise out of the 
crowd in unison with Finn’s: “South- 
town girls won't blow you away / But 
you know that they'll stay.” 


e 
ist- 
recordsacds 


time's vibes ip 


neokarma jooklo tri 


top 10 sellers 


If the Hold Steady is saying any- 
thing on this record, it seems to be 
something along the lines of “the 
world may be a shitty, fucked-up 
place, but at least we’re all in it 
together.” At least that’s the feeling 
that the record leaves behind as the 
last grooves play out on the 10- 
minute, celebratory “Killer Parties.” 

The accompanying DVD is a mixed 
bag just like the majority of bonus 
DVDs tend to be. The film's look is 
well-suited to the band’s barroom 
outlook—there's 
some nice footage 
of the Hold Steady 
on stage, the band 
members joined 
in song with each 
other and the 
crowd, and the 
scattered inter- 
views with the 
band are loose, 
showing a work- 
ing-class rock ‘n’ 
roll band that has 
paid some dues, is 
still paying others 
and truly appreciates where it’s at and 
where it’s headed. But amongst all 
that are far too many fawning testi- 
monies from fans, turning the film 
into more PR than documentary. 

It's an all-too-brief look inside the 
band that ultimately comes across as 
a missed opportunity to create a valu- 
able document of a band giving its all 
to survive and keep on getting better. 
Maybe the Hold Steady is best left on 
record and in the bars, where the 
music can assume whatever mean- 
ings it might for the band’s fans, leav- 
ing filmic explanations to more 
cerebral groups. Because the Hold 
Steady works just fine in the dingy 
night—and the music feels that much 
more important because it doesn’t try 
to explain itself. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 
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‘Casiotone for the Painfully 
Alone, Vs. Children (Tomlab) 
Though Owen Ashworth favours 
cheap electronic 
his minimalis 
bent and pen 
chant for stor, 
telling With 
minute deta; 
align him close; 
to folk music thay 
his electronic counterparts. Over th« 
course of four full-lengths and a sley, 
of EPs and singles, Ashworth ha 
been playing the melancholy-voic; 
troubadour for aimless youth, docy 
menting the experience of bein, 
young, smart and lost in the wor) 
with painfully crafted narratives anc 
Casio beats. His fifth, Vs. Children 
continues this project, incorporating 
more natural’sounds, like its pred, 
cessor, Etiquette, loosely arranged 
about having a baby, or maybe mor: 
specifically why the young people |x 
usually writes about shouldn’t ha\ 
one. Taking a variety of position 
from a lonely wife with a bun in the 
oven (“Traveling Salesman’s You: 
Wife Home Alone On Christmas In 
Montpelier, VT") to a man trying 
explain why his girlfriend should tak 
Plan B (the brilliant, Bowie-referenc 
ing “Killers”) Ashworth captures his 
mileux as sharply as ever, with a wry 
humour and a dancey beat to boot 
—ADAVID BERRY / david@vuoweekly.com 


Doves, Kingdom of Rust (Astral- 
werks/EMI) Stragglers from the 
"80s Madchester scene, this North 
ern England tri 
has been rising 
like a phoeni 
since a fi 
burned down th 
Goodwin twin 
Studio in 199 
and they fluttered 
away from dance-music, as Sut 
Sub, into the Doves’ beating alt-roc! 
sound. Their third disc, Some Cities 
was their best yet, and their abili 
to swoop over the landscape, from 
close city streets to open count 
field, is on display here from th 
start. “Jetstream” whirs to life on a 


, beat that becomes choppier and 


catchier as a gentle pulse settles in 
behind it, only for it all to implode at 
the percussion-heavy climax—an 
urgent riff that never becomes des- 
perate. The title track is a particular- 
ly elegant, fine-tuned example o! 
Doves’ signature rambles through 
rising rock-chords, rolling folk-bal- 
lad sounds and the English !and- 
scape: “a distant sound of thunder 
out on the moor ... it takes an ocean 
of trust.” The openings to mos! 
tracks here offer a greater, whims! 

cal promise than most openings 0" 
most alt-rock discs. And the band 
stutters, ducks and dodges around 
enough to give its sound a new 
rhythm each time, as in the looping 
“Spellbound” and fuzzing surge ©! 
“House of Mirrors.” Only “Compu! 
sion” is a little ponderous. Kinga0!” 
of Rust is the sort of album that crys 


tallizes a band’s style without ne 
snc 
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fying it into brittle amber. There 
stale air to oxidize the sound here— 
nothing but a soaring exhalal'' o 
pushing against the limits. —BRl*! 
GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


01. an imaginary country tim hecker 
02. middle cyclone neko case 

03. beware bonnie ‘prince’ billy 

04. i blame you obits 

05. march of the zapotec beirut 


06. the true tale of abner jay. . 
07. isophonic boogle woogie rp. young 
08. sft 

09. hold time m. ward 

10. sleeping bag sessions arthur russell 
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a Hannigan, Sea Sew (ATO 
~cords) You remember that girl at your 
gh school who had no friends or 

maybe a couple of 

gay guys for friends, 

and it lookéd like 

she ly made 

=a her own clothes, 

but they were kind 

of cool in their own, 

ea befuddled, some- 

mes way? And she had cool 
<ses and asthma and never had to 

ticipate in gym Class, but instead she 
on the sidelines reading something 

Lolita or Perfume while wearing a 

age sweater? And she seemed really 

art and cool but realiy shy, and she 
moked cigarettes all’ by herself while 
inking coffee at a back comer table in 
at café on Jasper Ave—you know, the 
ne that’s a Starbucks now, but wasn’t 
ck then? Well, she made an album and 

really awesome. You shoulda talked 
her. —BAYAM BIRTLES / bryan @vueweekly.com 


Tragically Hip, We Are the Same 

iniversal) The Tragically Hip lost me 

ago now. it's not that I hated them 

or anything—it’s 

¥ ; more like a sense of 

stagnation had set- 

tled over the band 

as lyrics became a 

" e mix of cutting and 

cryptic and the 

music and melodies 

arried along steadily but unsurprisingly 

br the most part. Oh, there were some 

asant surprises along the way, but just 

ot enough of them to count myself 

pong the masses who hail the band’s 

ork. And We Are the Same isn't going to 

hange my mind, though there are 

ough interesting bits scattered 

roughout the album to make it worth 

pending time with the band’s second 

b Rock-produced effort. | don’t want to 

e a Rock hater here, but his bombastic 

le just seems out of place on these 

Ongs. Still, there's enough here that it 

en makes me want to go back and 

ieck out the last couple of albums that I 

pt slip by over the past few years. —EDEN 
INRO / sden@vueweekly.com 


eil Young, Fork in the Road 
ise) An album about eco-friendly 

ars is something that only a guy like 
Neil Young could 

pull off. 1 mean, 

there are plenty of 

people who could 

write an album like 

that, but it takes a 

certain amount of 
I-don't-give-a-fuck 

ititude to do it the way Young has: 
ith loud guitars and some generally 
amn fine songs. Oh, he stumbles here 
id there—"Get Behind the Wheel” 
nds Young and his band having fun in 
~band blues territory, which is OK 
not amazing—but when he’s on he 
truly on, "Cough Up the Bucks” is a 
" ibling and addictive turn of the 
gine, “Off the Road" casts a dark, 
eductive shadow and “Light a Candle” 
@ ghostly country strummer. And per- 
aps the best thing about this album is 
at Young is using music like an old- 
shioned folk singer: he knows just 
iow fucked up the world is and he 
eheves that a song is as good a way as 
to get people to wake up and do 
omething about it. —EDEN MUNRO / 


QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY HOUSTON 
quickspins @vueweekly.com 


CHAIN AND THE GANG 
DOWN WITH LIBERTY, 


Svenonius band! 
Weird, good! Like jerking off with 
The opposite hand 


BOW WOW 
NEW JACK CITY Il 
SONY 


Usual bangers 
Sounds like he’s kinda tired 
More than just a il 


A bland, bland genre 
There is often more flavour 
{ndistilled water 


REVUE / FRI, APR 3 / 
BRING ME THE HORIZON / 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


See the photos and read Gravy’s review 
online at vueweekly.com 


WHITE LIES 
UPWITHCHAINS 10 LOSE MY LIFE 
POLOOR 


UK Buzz band guys 
{t's like someone gave the Smiths 
A fun enema 


ADAM GREGORY 
CRAZY DAYS 
OPEN ADAD 


Huge choruses for 
driving in your Hummer II 
Like Waylon used to 


PAPA ROACH 
ele naa 


Suburban ballcaps 
Talk smack then beat on your ass 
While screaming this shit 
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Flack Dog would like to extend condolencet 
to the family and friends of Goe Etd. 
He will be mised by all. 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 


Your role model for the coming week is 
George Garratt, a British guy who legally 
changed his name to Captain Fantastic 
Faster Than Superman Spiderman Bat- 
man Wolverine Hulk And The Flash Com- 
bined. Like him, | hope you will be 
extravagant as you re-imagine your self- 
image ... and be playful as you take seri- 
ous actions that permanently change 
things ... and mess with the status quo in 
experimental ways that aren't dangerous 
but make you feel ecstatic to be alive. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

“Men build too many walls and not 
enough bridges,” said Isaac Newton. | 
agree with that assessment in general, 
but I'm going to amend it a bit for your 
use. In my astrological opinion, you would 
benefit from constructing one more wall 
before embarking on a bridge-building 
campaign. In fact, it won't make sense to 
erect all those new links in May unless 
you first burn down a bridge and fashion 
a fresh, fortified boundary. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

During my daily bicycle jaunts, | have on 
occasion ridden by a certain construction 
site, observing as workers took several 
months to erect a home where once there 
was dirt It tumed out to be too monstrously 
big for my tastes, but | admire its craftsman- 
ship, and the landscaping is impeccable, 
too. Today | saw that the workers had com- 


pleted one last task: pouring the cement for 
the driveway, But something went awry. The 
lip of the driveway is a foot above the level 
of the road. There’s no way a car could make 
the transition without being damaged. Make 
sure that nothing similar happens in your 
sphere, Gemini. Maintain your concentration 
right to the end of the process you've been 
carrying out. Finish your masterpiece with a 
precise flourish. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Executives at an Austrian insurance company 
have taken a novel approach to filling job 
openings in their sales division: they're only 
seeking Capricoms, Tauruses, Leos, Aries and 
Aquarians. “A statistical study indicated that 
almost all of our best employees have one of 
those five star signs,” they said. | haven't seen 
the study, but aocording to my personal analy- 
sis, it's a mistake to leave Cancerians out of 
that privileged group—at least in 2009. The 
members of your tribe have exceptional pow- 
ers of persuasion right now, as well as even 
more than your usual skill at tapping into the 
subconscious minds of those you're working 
with. | believe these advantages will be espe- 
Cially potent in the coming weeks. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

French President Sarkozy's best friend, 
advertising mogul Jacques Sequela, has an 
unusual way of measuring success. If you 
don't own a Rolex watch by the time you're 
50, he says, you're a failure. I'm inclined to 
propose the opposite: if you do have a 
Rolex watch, no matter what age you are, 
you're probably a failure. To be attached to 
such a conspicuous status symbol is a sign 
that your values are dominated by the tran- 
sitory trivialities of materialism. Where do 
you stand on the matter, Leo? It's a good 
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The Joys are people, too 


JAMES STEWART / jstewart@vueweekly.com 


en Ross sounds like a pretty 

k happy guy. And why shouldn’t 
€ be: with his band, the Joys, 

for which Ross plays bass, recently 


wrapping up an American tour that” 


found the Joys playing at SXSW in 
Austin and making a pilgrimage to 
Hollywood's famed Sunset Strip, he’s 
got plenty of reasons. His only worry 
now, as he’s checking in from just 
outside Las Vegas in Death Valley, is a 
rather daunting trek back to Canada 
before their musician’s visas expire. 
‘Asked how much time they have left, 
Ross laughs, before admitting: “About 
24 hours, actually. And we're looking 
at least at a 25-hour drive ahead of 
us. Its just been hard to leave. It’s so 
nice down here.” 

The band is making a big push 
behind Unfold, its latest full-length 
from July of 2008, for which the band 
was able to enlist the help of producer 
Tom Treumuth [Big Sugar, Kazzer]. 
With the benefit of more time com- 
bined with the experience of 
Treumuth, the band was finally able 
to take its time and craft a record that 
fulfils the potential of its alternative 
rock stylings, and the members could- 
n't be happier with the results. 

“With Unfold, we were really able to 
focus on each part of the whole 
process with the time we’d been 
given,” Ross explains. “When we 
recorded [2005's Demolition Sessions] 


FAL APR 10 (9PM) 


joe) 
—! 
ca WITH SOUTHERN PINK & THE SHAKEDOWNS: 
Oo | BRIX SIO 


we basically just set up and banged 
out the tracks right off the floor. 
There’s definitely something to 
recording that way as well—there’s a 
lot of energy in a one-taker. But this 
time around we really wanted the 
depth you get with building a record 
chapter by chapter, piece by piece.” 


WITH VOCALIST sarah smith drawing 


comparisons to pretty much any 
woman who has ever sung in a rock 


time to think about it, because you're in a 
phase when clarifying your definitions of 
high achievement is important. 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP 22) 

You're in luck, Virgo. Not so much in the 
sense of winning the lottery or scoring a 
major award, but in a more spiritual sense. 
According to my astrological analysis, 
you're about to be blessed with glimpses of 
the beauty that has been hidden from you. 
Do you know “Auguries of Innocence,” the 
poem by William Blake? | think you'll expe- 
rience what it describes: “To see a world in 
a grain of sand / And a heaven in a wild 
flower, / Hold infinity in the palm of your 
hand, / And eternity in an hour.” 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - O&T 22) 

| once had a girlfriend who was tormented 
by her demons. As brilliant an artist as she 
was, as much good as she did in the world, 
she couldn't get those jerks to stop whisper- 
ing curses like “You're a fraud” and “You'll 
never make any money from doing what 
you're good at” and “No one will ever love 
you for who you really are.” | did my best to 
silence the voices that plagued her. | tried to 
sing them to sleep or scare them away or 
make her feel so well-loved they'd die of 
malnourishment. But nothing worked, and 
she and | eventually broke up because of 
those demons. Since then I've worked hard 
to improve my skills as an exorcist. As much 
as I'm inclined to use those skills to help you 
chase away the pests that are bugging you, 
however, that’s not necessary. You now have 
the power to perform a dramatic do-it-your- 
self banishing. So get to work! 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 


If you ever wanted to learn how to do lucid 


MUSIC 


dreams or out-of-body travel or shamanic 
explorations that help you retrieve lost por- 
tions of your soul, this is an excellent time to 
begin. You're in an astrological phase when 
the veil between this world and the other 
side is thinner than usual, and that means 
you could make connections that haven't 
been possible before. If the things | men- 
tioned in the beginning are too woo-woo or 
scary for you, there are other ways to take 
advantage of current conditions. First, you 
could conduct productive imaginary conver- 
Sations with the spirits of dead friends and 
relatives. Second, you could do intense med- 
itations in which you imprint the future with 
scenarios you'd lave to see come to pass. 
And third, you'll probably be able to incubate 
a highly informative dream by asking your 
unconscious mind a well-formulated ques- 
tion that you'd love to get guidance about. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

At a Buddhist sanctuary in Khun Han, 
Thailand, monks have used a million beer 
bottles and soft drink bottles to build their 
temple. Bottle caps have come in handy, 
too, serving as the raw material for 
numerous mosaics portraying the Buddha. 
Your assignment, Sagittarius, is to draw 
inspiration from these geniuses. How 
could you take some profane elements of 
your life and turn them into a hotbed of 
sacred inspiration? 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Sneezes and yawns rise up in you without 
your conscious bidding. You can try to sti- 
fle them, but they have a will of their 
own. Just imagine if you were also visit- 
ed at unexpected moments by the need to 
howl. Suddenly and without warning, you 
felt an irrepressible urge to unleash bel- 


band—some warranted, some \, 
off—Ross admits that the stigm 
having a female-fronted band still pe; 
sists today, with people’s baseless p 
conceptions and gender-influenc«: 
comparisons making it more diff) 
for the band to be taken at face valuc 

“We deal with a bit of that kind «/ 
stereotyping, but at the end of the 4 
we're all just people,” he says. “Som 
one might come to one of our sho. 
with an idea of how we sound or 
we are, but hopefully we're ab! 
make an impression and relate to the 
on a human level and leave that sexi 
stuff behind. By the time they leay 
they realize we're just four regular pe 
ple who love playing music.” v 


lowing sounds—simply because yo: 
instinctual nature was moved to forceful! 
ly express its joy at being alive, its lon 
ing to trumpet its power, and its impul 
to shake up the stale vibes it found itself 
in. If there will ever come a time in your 
life when this marvel will actually hap 
pen, | bet it'll be in the coming weeks 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

It took him 48 hours, but a British soldi¢ 

has broken the world’s record for number 
of seats sat upon. Terry Twining warmed 
his butt, if ever so briefly, on a total of 
40 040 chairs in a football stadium !as 

August. | suggest you.do something cor 

parable, Aquarius: be simultaneously 
well-grounded and energetic. Keep your 
feet on the ground as you attempt to 
reach a new personal best. Find ways t 
derive excitement from repetitive tasks 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

For a few dollars a month, you can have 
computer's synthesized voice utter a praye! 
for you three times a day. Information 
ageprayer.com promises to contact the Cre- 
ator with incantations designed just fo! 
you. On the other hand, there’s a praye! 
warrior on my staff who will pray for you a! 
no cost. Her name's Grandma Betty, and 
can personally attest to her skill and devo- 
tion. Send your requests to her in cate 0! 
me at PO Box 150628, San Rafael, CA 
94915. (There's no catch. | won't use oF sell 
your address. Sorry, no emails.) In the 
meantime, I'm also going to be sending 4 
series of rowdy solicitations on your behalf 
to the Divine Wow. Here's the gist of whe! 
I'll say: please assist my Piscean readers in 
finding out exactly what they need to do! 
promote their financial stability. ¥ 


| 


Milner Library, 
OUT 


| Ave, 
League, * Japanese 
, ery Tue 7:40-9:30pm: 


1L-PANEL DISCUS- 
Professional 
A, 111 St, 87 Ave, Rm 
peakers Michele 
Bill ick, moderat- 
Apr 9, 6:30pm (door), 


| ment, N. door, 6 
3p St. Sir Winston Churchill 
dult children of alcoholic 
d dysfuneti amilies © Meet Mondays 
including hols s, 7:30pm 
G FOR THE ASSIVE 
SOU j UCTION FOR NORTHERN 
LATITUDES Telus World of Science Star 
Theatre, 11211-1742 St * Solar designer and 
structural engineer Andy Smith will be address- 
ing the nuances of passive solar design ® Tue, 
Apr 14, 7-8:30pm 


HESS Edmonton Chess Club and Society of 
see Chess bel “ld ° rae to 
lay chess; 0} pee ies for all ages includin 
Riseas, show rams and nanan ue 
rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Fm 1812, 
10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 * Fri, noon-1pm 
'» vaughn@sewardeonsutting.com 

ONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
‘Museum * Monthly meeting with the topic From 
Bird Watching to Market Actions with speaker 
Glen Semenchuck ® Fri, Apr 17, 7pm (coffee); 
7:30pm (meeting) 

ERTILITY AWARENESS CHARTING CIRCLE 
Steops College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * Learn 
about menstrual cycle charting and share your 
personal experiences in a supportive group 
environment * Thu, Apr 16, 6:30-8:30pm © $5 


donation 

GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE 
SHEDULE Hostelling International, 10647-81 

Ave (ns 18h 455.674) © Meet the 

2nd Mon every month (7:30pm) * Malawi, Africa 

(2007) presented by Sylvi h © Apr 13 © Free 


presentations, speakers, workshops, 
competitions. All levels of photogra- 
Meet re 2nd and 4th Thu ? 


PEACE Steeps 
1116-82 Ave * Documentary 
7pm © Free 


phic ign studio that creat 

10 creates 
Di afoot nk e 
ber\/$10 (non-member) at the door 


DANCE CLUB Hall, 
84 Ave ® Swing Dar Niece 


, beginner | 
ha 


LAC Ltd lle 
end pis * Silent vi ie Ist 
ora ol Wana dal 
COMEDY 


IFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 » 
ts Improv * Ist Thu every month, 


. phe dene oh Daryl 
“a Bayt Mak Thu, hor a) 


COMEDY FACTORY Gat tertai 
Centre, 34 Ave, Calga ei ihe Ba0pm 


Sat, 8pm and 10pm © Steven Juliano Moore; 
Apr 9-11 # Mack Wilhite: Apr 16-18 a6 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 
r it or 


g mii 

ss : Each Mon » Best of Edmonton 
Tuesdays: Each Tue * Ben Gleib, Matt Alledine, 
HitorMiss Monoys' Monsape is The 

- : ‘s;. . 

a twanyk Show; Tue rh * Sean 
| Mak; Wed, Apt 15 
Lecomber and 


t 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Londond 
Mall, 780.476.1010  Wed-Thu 8pm; FriSat u 
7:30pm and 9:45pm * Wed amateur open mic 
aight, 8pm © Brian Stollery from Calgary; Apr 


LION'S HEAD PUB fladisson Hotel Edmonton 
South, 4440 Gateway Boulevard, 780.437.6010 
+= Comedy open mic night every Sun (Spm) host- 

ed by Lars Callieou 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 
1116-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 » Amateur 
Comedian Night: every Tue, 8-10:30pm © For 
info contact robyn@steepstea.com 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer, 
403.347.6073 * Affirm welcome LGBTQ people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 
2nd Tue, 7pm, each month 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP « A 
social pus for bi-curious and bisexual women 
every 2nd Tue of the month, 8pm * 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca * 2nd Thu: 
Iilusions Social Club ¢ 3rd Wed: Edmonton 0 
Society * 2nd Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Business 
Association * Every Fri: Philosophy Café @ Fri 
and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 © ang 
Weekend Sundays feature the Stardust Lounge 
with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 © Nightly 3pm-3am, Fri 8-3pm * 
Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and 
Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and 
GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna 
Shaw, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, mid- 
night, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Tue: Free 
Peal and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: 

jump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean * Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ sneered © Fri: We made ‘em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie 
night for men only, free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS {EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St © A group 
of older gay men and their admirers who have 
common interests meet the 2nd Sun, 2:30pm, 
most months for a social period, a short meet- 
ing and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck aye Special interest groups meet for 
other social activities throughout the month. E: 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION 
www.teamedmonton.ca * Women’s Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St,780.465.3620; Wed, 6-7:30pm * 
Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School at 
15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Bivd; Sat, 
5-7pm; bowling@teamedmonton.ca * Curling: 
Mon, 7:15-9:15pm}, Granite Curling Club; 
780.463.5942 © Running: Sun, Tue, Thu: run- 
ning@teamedmonton.ca ® Swimming: NAIT 
ool, 11762-106 St; Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 7:30- 
30pm; swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 
Volleyball: Tue Recreational: Mather Teresa 
Elementary School at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu 
intermediate: rales Academy, 101 
Airport Ad, 8-10pm; recvolleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA 
pee Free Yoga; every Sun, 2-3:30pm; 
‘orezone Fitness, 203, 10575-115 St; 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: 
CROSSDRESSERS 780.387.3343 © meet 
monthly © For info go to 
groups.yahoo.com/group/admonton_itlusions/ 


Uof A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, ey. bisexual, trans-iden- 
tified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate stu- 
dent, academic, straight allies and support staff 
3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms}: 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
{kwells@ualberta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St « 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. 
wvew.edmlivingpositive.ca, 

1.877.975. 180.488.5768, * Providing con- 
fidential peer support to people living with HIV 
* Tue, * Bom: Support group ¢ Daily drop-in, 
peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 * Program for 
HIV-AID'S prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, ame and other African 
languages * 3rd and 4th Sat, 9am-Spm each 
month * Free (member)/$10 (membership) © 
Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every ne, Thu 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St. 
www.playnightclub.ca * Open Thu, Fri, Sat * 
The first bar for the queer community to open in 
a decade with DJs Alexx Brown and Eddie 
Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
780.488.3234, www. pridecentreofedmonton.org * 
Open Tue-Fri He Sat 2-6:30pm * LGBT 
Seniors nigh ery Tue/Thu, 2-4pm © CA 
Every Thu (7pm) © Suit Up and Show Up: AA big 
book study group meet every Sat, noon * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 years, sup- 
port and social group meet ey Sat, 7-9pm; 
ye * Womonspace: Board meeting 1st 

un each month, 10:30am-12:30pm * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the 1st and 3rd 
Sun, 2-4pm, of each month; 
www.albertatrans.org * Men Talking with Pride 
Every Sun (7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support Group: 
Meet the 2nd Mon of each month, 7pm © 
Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioning (7110) Alliance; Support meeting the 
Znd Tue each month, 7.30pm * preneieriler 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning. 
Education, advocacy and support for men, 
women and youth; PFLAG Edmonton: Meet the 
Ist Wed each month, 7pm * Free short-term, 
solution-focused drop-in counseling; every Wed, 
7-10pm ® YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ for 
youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR 10524-101 St, 780.990.0038 « 
Every Wed: Free Pool; Karaoke, Spm-midnight « 
Every Thu: Prism Pool League; 7-11:30pm © 
Every Fri: Steak Nite; 5-9pm; DJ at 9:30pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.rwuc.org * 
Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused alternative wor- 
ship * 2nd Sun each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 
10:30am; people of all sexual orientations wel- 
come. A LGBT monthly book club and film night 
Info email jravenseroft@rwuc.ora 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 * People of all sexual orienta- 
tions are welcome ® Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
space.ca, womonspace@gmail.com * A Non- 
profit lesbian social organization for Edmonton 
and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties from dances, games nites, golf toumament, 


etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced rates includ- 


ed with membership. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 © 
Open Daily (noon) @ Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy 
and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


EDMONTON'S FASHION FESTIVAL Trans 


Alta Arts Barn, 10330-84 Ave * Edmonton 
Fashion Week: Featuring local, Canadian and 
international designers, Salon Showease (the 
Art of Coiffure), Makeup Showcase, Emerging 
Designer and Stylist Contest and Style Gallery, 
an urban fashion and design shopping market, 
and visual arts and photo! raphy Until Apr 9, 
8pm * $15 (adv single ticket)/$20 (door)/$85 
(VIP passes) TIX on the Square, door 


DIVINE PERFORMING ARTS Jubilee 
Auditorium * A celebration of China's tradition- 
al arts inspired by the legends and values of 
centuries of Chinese culture featuring perform- 
ers, ae costumes and backdrops, drum 
rhythms, and a full orchestra * Wed, Apr 15, 
7:30pm; Thu, Apr 16, 2pm and 7:30pm * 
Tickets at TicketMaster 


FASHION SHOW FOR REAL WOMEN Sands 
Hotel, Banquet Room * By R &L Studios * Thu, 
¢9 © $5, ph Lora at 780.977.1151, 
780.482.1105, or e-mail stuidiogirl1970@hot- 
mail.com: Proceeds to Safe House For Women 


INTERLUDE-AN IN BETWEEN TIME 
Neca United Church, 10025-101 St, 
780.426.1818 * Featuring Music by Keri Lynn 
Zwicker, HarpRouge Trio and readings and 
reflections by Timothy J. Anderson, and Rev. 
John Henry Weinlick * Sat, Apr 11, 3pm * Free 


PAAFE EDMONTON MEN OF HONOUR 
AWARDS GALA Sawmill Restaurant, 3840-76 
Ave * pleas gala © Fri, Apr 17, 6pm * 
Info: 780.471.613 


ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA'S 24TH 
ANNUAL FILM NIGHT Metro Cinema, Citadel 
Theatre Zeidler Hall, 9828-101A Ave * High 
School Historical: Films from the Provincia 
Archives of Alberta's vaults: a 1958 with Jack 
Nicholson, two late 1930s/early 1940s melodra- 
mas made i the Victoria High School and 
Strathcona High School drama classes * Fri, Apr 
17 © $10 (adult)/$8 (student/senior) at the door 


EVENTS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 
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Ch-ch-changes 


es | QUEERMONTON 


| TAMARA GORZALIA 
tam@vueweek!y.com 


| woke up last week to a text from a 
friend excitedly asking if I'd read the 
newspaper yet. | knew immediately the 
story she was referring to: “Alberta's law 
to embrace gay rights,” read the head- 
line. | was initially as excited about the 
announcement as my messaging friend, 
but then, as often happens, reality set in. 
For the uninitiated, provincial Culture 
Minister Lindsay Blackett announced last 
week that the provincial government will be 
amending Alberta's Human Rights, Citizen- 
ship and Multiculturalism Act to include 
sexual orientation. It’s an alteration that's 
purely symbolic, since a Supreme Court of 
Canada decision forced the anti-discrimina- 
tion protection into being more than a 
decade ago, but Alberta's government has 


been kicking and screaming its way out of 
acknowledging it ever since. 

When the federal decision came down, 
Alberta was the only province to resist the 
ruling, merely “reading in” the decision 


_ rather than ammending its legislation. It's 


not simply that the government only 
agreed (if a court order could be called 
agreeing) to make the change in such an 
invisible way, it’s that they have denied 
any discussion about it since, with the 
intervening years of rejection reminding 


queers in Alberta that they don’t carry — 


quite the same worth as everyone else. 

Blackett has called the upcoming 
change “long overdue,” “just common 
sense” and said, “We'd look very, very 
foolish if we said ‘No, we wouldn't do 
that.’” Which is all fine and dandy except 
that this is the same government that's 
been denying the change for a decade. 
Because 10 years is okay, but 11? Well, 
that would just be “foolish.” 


2 CLASSI 


IF YOU WANT TD PLACE YOUR CLASSIRED AD IN 
VUE WEEXLY PLEASE PHONE 780.426.1996. 


DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrax4u.com/kenneths 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips 
www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


Affordable picture & 


IEDS 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 -124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed, 7712-104St. Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Tired of working someone else's dream? 
What do the rich know that you dont? 
Groundbreaking opportunity, new in Canada. 
Financial freedom is here! 780.994.2760 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


Free art talk with Calgary artist Jean Pilch 
presented by the ASA and the EPL; Fri, Apr 24, 
7:30pm at the Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq 


Artist/graphic designer needed to do CD cover art, 

and possible booklet—qood, creative concept. Also 

filmmaker wanted to do simple, live, in-studio film 
clip. E; Nick at nickfree@shaw.ca 


NYC Midnight's (www.NYCMidnight.com; Sixth 


Went to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 780.443.3020 


Perhaps more troubling is there is still 
no mention of including gender identity 
and expression as a protected right. If a 
person is fired, denied housing or other- 
wise discriminated against in Alberta 
because they are transgender, gender 
non-confirming or in any other way per- 
ceived as gender-variant, they will still be 
without recourse. Until a court case chal- 
lenges this in the same way that Vriend 
challenged the exclusion of sexual orien- 
tation, our trans brothers and sisters are 
being abandoned well behind the fight. 


STILL, SOMETHING IS BETTER than noth- 
ing, right? Oh, if only. Unfortunately Blackett 
has decided to add some other changes 
along with the anti-discrimination amend- 
ment, including a new “parent's choice” pro- 
vision enshrining parental rights to have 
their children opt out of classes that they 
don’t believe in—a right parents actually 
already have under the provincial school act. 

Both are symbolic changes. One 
enshrines a protection that’s a decade 
old, finally giving value to Alberta’s queer 
community. The other draws attention to 


Annual Screenwriter's Challenge: Apr 17-25; entry 
Apr 15. $45 (sign-up cost) at www.nycmid- 
night.com/2009/SC/register-htm 


Write Off! The Isabel Miller Young Miller Young 
Writers award for poetry or fiction (ages 12-18): 
Deadline: May 1 info at www.epl.ca/youthwriting- 
contest 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


The Works Art and Design Festival CALL TO ENTER!!! 
Deadlines are fast approaching! Art Market Deadline 
April 15, Smaller then a Breadbox Deadline May 1, 
and Chalk Art Deadline May 15. Download applica- 
tions from www.theworks.ab.ca or call Glyn at 
780.426.2122 ext. 234 


Alberta musicians write a song that celebrates Heroes 

in Life, for the Special Olympics Alberta, presented by 

RGB Productions. Deadline Apr 15, T: 402.784.2658, 
inf im, wn, 


MUSICIANS 


BUSKERS WANTED! Walk for Darfur club seeks musi- 
cians for May 2nd rally. Contact Luke Coffey at 
780.965.2110 


Former members of mervyn albin seek hard-working 
vocalist/frontman to complement strong and dedicated 
backline. Vocal versatility and experience on guitar are 
assets. If this is you email 
Ryan at ryan-biggs@edmonton.ca 


Strong vocalist looking for guitarist for collaboration Ph 
780.421.1910 


Musicians from Vancouver, to Whitehorse, to Winnipeg; 
the 2009 Westem Canadian Music Awards (WCMAs), 
Sept 17-20 in Brandon, Manitoba; submission dead- 

line: 19, 11pm apply at 
www.sonicbids.com, ; eligibility information go to 
www.westemcanadianmusicawards.ca/awards 


Blues man looking to form or join rock ‘n’ blues band, 33 
yis experience, singer/songwriter, frontman, plays gui- 
tar, harmonica and dobro. Call 709.573.0444 or 
E jimmererwtp@yahoo ca 


The Loudhailers Seeking Piano for Rock n Roll Rhythm n 
Blues originals. www.myspace.comy/theloudhailers 
shows booked, recording constantly contact Justin 

theloudhailers@qmail.com 


a parent's ability to pull their child out of 
a Class that they don’t agree with. It's 
hard to say that one is more worthy than 
the other, especially since both deal with 
rights that are already there. 

But I'm of the mind that kids should 
learn everything there is to learn in the 
curriculum. Just because a child is taught 
something doesn’t mean he or she will 
take it as the indesputable truth. A parent 
should always be around to discuss and 
debrief what their child has learned in 
school, and if they disagree, they have 
the perfect opportunity to talk about it 
and give their kid both sides of the issue. 

Students still learn very little about 
sex, gender and health issues. Do parents 
really need the right to deny their children 
the one class of their entire schooling 
when they're going to cover sexual orien- 
tation or birth control? 

Blackett says he doesn't believe that 
“parent's choice” will cause some parents to 
pull their children out of classes about evo- 
lution and things that are in opposition to 
their religious beliefs. “As a parent,” opined 
Blackett, “most would say they can teach 


Dirty City Hearts is seeking a guitar player. Please con- 
tact us through facebook, myspace 
(www.myspace.com/dirtycityhearts) or call 
780,938.3037 for more details 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly jam 
on the second Sunday of the month at 9119-128A 
Ave. Rock, country & old time music. Ph. 
780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


VOLUNTEER 


THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE HOME- 
LESS? Spend one night under the stars and leam 
what life is like for many Edmonton youth. 
Registration deadline: May 15, 2009; register at 
Www.yess.org 


religious beliefs based on what is taught 3; 
home.” It's confusing then, to wonder wy), 
he's suggested the amendment. But thay. 
Not as puzzling as his other rationale behj,, 
the change, that a gay parent might 19; 
want their children to attend a class ayo, 
heterosexuality, That's just... no. 
~ Minister Balckett has also suggeste, 
change to the Alberta Human Rio}, 
Commission, removing their abilit 
adjudicate cases of free speech, say; 
such cases are better handled by 
laws in the criminal code. This couly , 
another blow to all minorities in Abe; 
who are affected by hate literature. 
affected groups will no longer be abi 
file a complaint with the commission 
If any good has come from th: 
omnibus changes, it’s that people are ta| 
ing about these issues again. We can 
brate our victories while still looking at 1} 
road ahead, and without blindly accepting 
what's offered. Perhaps with these 
on our side, now we can pick up the | 
for the Ts in LGBTQ. We've still got a long 
way to go towards an Alberta with prote; 
tions and equality for everyone. v 


Team Diabetes is looking for adults of ALL fitness 
els to walk/run in destinations such as Ather 
Honolulu or Calgary to help raise awareness ar 
funds for diabetes research and education 
Canadian Diabetes Association at 403,266.06: 


Do you remember someone who believed in vou when 
you were a child? Be that person in a child's lif 
today. All it takes is one hour a week, which m: 
be much to you but will make all the diffe 
life of a child. Be a Big Brother or Big Sist 
Mentor! Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-81¢ 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? i 
ALA. CAN HELP! 780.424.5900 | 


eee rrr sweet 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


e $12/h, guaranteed wage 
e Flexible hours 
¢ Travel and advancement opportunities 
© Perks such as daily coffee and treats 
e Friendly, sociaHy conscious co-workers 
* A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


Print your ad here... 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri « Email rob@vueweekly.com  10303-108St. Edmonton 
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148 St) looking for 
Mon, Tues, Wed. 
a working with 
anda valid oe 


| 20-21-22. 
or call 


ing about. 
DR BERMAN: All right, look. Here i is the 
penis. (Makes shadow-puppet gesture.) 


OPRAH: | swear. I'm not ready for it. I'm not 


teady. \'m not ready for it. No. | am not 
ready for it. Let's move on. 

The doctor is Laura Berman of the 
Berman Institute in LA, where between 
Laura's therapy and her urologist sister 
Jennifer's research, any female with 
enough money and not enough orgasms 
Can get her bits seen to, They do excel- 
lent work. I'd be tempted to go myself out 
of curiosity if | lived more southerly and 
had more money and less doctor-phobia. 
Doesn't Laura, usually so nice, seem to be 
getting something of a kick out of playing 

“torture the media mogul” there, though? 

Funny, actually, as these appearances 
on Oprah have sold gazillions of her vibra- 
tors and carried Berman's name, creden- 
tials and well-tended features with them 
into bed with viewers nationwide and fur- 


Volunteers needed to "make fun" at the Edmonton 
International Street Performers Festival running July 
312 apply online at www.edmontonstreetfest.com; 
£; volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com; T: Liz Allison- 
Jorde 780.425.5162. Volunteers must be a minimum 

of 14 yrs old 


Do you lave the ARTS? Joinus and be a part of North 
America’s LARGEST Outdoor FREE Art & Design 
Festival! Volunteer! Download your application at 
www. theworks.ab.ca 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
Www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently needed.\f 
you're available weekdays, 10am-)pm call Meals on 
Wheels. 780,479.2020 


Sled with your Pet, The Chimo Animal Assisted 
Project uses animals in therapy sessions with 
ipa therapists to help the clients achieve specific 
goals. Info: www.chimoproject.ca. E; volunteer@chi- 
moproject.ca or 1: 780.452.2452 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Aceompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 
780.432.1137, ext 357 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton ee LSA08 ait ca} 
rovides crisis intervention. info, counseling, 

B public education. T: 780.423.4102/F- 
780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca: 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 
780.423.4121 


nas ar renap erend 
: Se eaeititont ae wilt to inter- 
f sae Apert at a oa suicide. 


“Tir shen cid mies pormo' 


family members and friends of sex addicts, 
Tyas 4 Ta a ie ae 


gs for mercy 


ther. These are mostly not the penis-mount- 
ed marital aides the doctor is describing 
above, but the Berman Center brand's 
workhorse, the “Aphrodite.” It's a magic- 
wand-type rechargeable nicknamed “the 
sure thing.” How sure a thing is it, and is 
there anything about it which should auto- 
matically win the trust of an audience pre- 
sumably tuning in more for makeovers, 
lifestyle tips and celebrity gossip than for 
“Look, Oprah, here's the penis ... 2” 

I've been getting floods of press releas- 
es for new toys meant for a mass audience 
of sex-toy newbies {it’s almost always the 
Aphrodite—good press that goddess gets) 
and | politely reply that I'd be happy to 
examine one but they'll have to send me 
something, and | finally found satisfaction. 
The earth did not move, but 
MyPleasure.com, the rather sober-sided 
therapy-oriented sex toy store that acts as 
Berman's sales outlet, sent me a selection 
of hot new gear, including the Aphrodite. 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


PALS, Project Adult Literacy Society needs volun- 
teers to work with adult students in the ESL English 
as a Second Language Program. Call 780.424.5514 
Training and materials are provided 


Guerrilla Gardening need volunteers to help plant 600 


sapling trees along baseline road, &: theurbangraen- 
ing@gmail.com, T: 780.432.6181 for info. Facebook 
http://edmontongg. blogspot.com 


The Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Break the Code! Help an adult to read and write. Call 


Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www. familit.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 


variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
780.424.3545, ext 249 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 


24 Hours a Day-7 Days a Week 
If you want to sto, eke orn pie we ~ help 


Toll bg 1.877.463. 3537 


Cus 
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| have to admit my initial reaction to the 
goddess of desire’s pleasure wand was 
not, “Oh, oh, oh!” but simply, “Oh.” It is a 
dull opaque purple and quite large—a lot 
of purple—and not much to look at. | set it 
to charge and went away and forgot about 
it ‘til deadline, at which point | discovered 
that the vaunted infrared feature does not 
work on the “high” setting, which seems 
like kind of a cheat. Does the vibrator itself 
{a large round head on an articulated neck, 
with three interchangeable silicone 
sleeves) work? Yes. Yes, it does. 
| am not at all convinced that it's enough 
better than anything else to cure an Oprah 
viewers’ anorgasmia all on its own merits. 
Rather, | bet it's the Aphrodite's innate vibey 
goodness combined with Dr Berman's cred 
and that of the kind of sexy-sounding Dr 
Sandor Gardoz, MyPleasure’s resident sexol- 
ogist, plus Oprah herself, combined with the 
awareness that thousands of other relatable 
married-with-children afternoon TV watch- 
€rs are using it too that's causing (or allow- 
ing) all the orgasms. It’s an excellent 
beginner's vibrator but | seriously do believe 
that a lot of thase women are finally getting 


ADULT 


Exotic Tasia 
Beautiful caramel skin, 26 years old, 
nice curves, 38 DD. Outcalls only. 
587-784-0161 (Edmonton) 


Jackie James - Upscale Companion 


Petite Brunette COUGAR - Sft - 90 Ibs 
TIGHT, Tanned & Toned - 780.887.4989 
fic. 83533630-001 - Look 4me @ 
Wwww.whisparjackiejames.rare-playmate.com 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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off with this one because so many other 
women are. If you think about it, this is sort 
of revolutionary in a way that the feminist- 
ish sex toy industry has been claiming but 
Not quite eaming for quite some time 
also received an unpleasantly mauve (I 
sense a theme here) and flowery but other- 
wise nice-looking insertable thing called, 
redundantly, Blissful Pleasures, which is very 
pleased with itself for having five settings, 
but several of these are literally snore-y, tak 
ing long, slow breaths before rewing up 
again, which ... yawn. And there was a “Liv” 
from Lelo, the gorgeousness people. |t is 
indeed gorgeous, slim and curvy in princess 
pink with chrome and iPod-white accents. It 
also has a click wheel like an iPod, though, 
and a leaming curve as well as a G-spot one, 
and | am not entirely sure that it likes me. | 
think it would make a great gift for a geeky 
femme with a lot of time on her hands, but it 
seems a bit high-maintenance, and also, it 
tumed itself off. This is a sex toys equivalent 
of getting up to take a phone call, and it will 
not be forgiven lightly. The homely therapeu- 
tic model would never do you like that 
LOVE, ANDREA 


403-313-3311 


Other cities 


Calgary 
403-313-3330 


1-900-287-0000 s2s/20min 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


| 180.4183. onl 
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